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NOTE FROM THE TRANSLATOR 

In the t\ame ofAUah^ Most GraciouSfMost Merciful 
First. I should like to express my sincere thanks to 
Moulana Muhammad Ishaque the soul of 
Idara-e-Talifahe-Ashraf\va - who asked me to undertake the 
translation of book entitled Misali Khawateen some time ago 
and has been urging and encouraging me at every stage of 
completion. But, I remain completely responsible for any 
inaccuracies, which might have remained in the translation 
despite my best efforts and sincerity. 





For those w'ho may feel that this translation does not 
do justice to the literary qualities of the text, I have a reason: 
because of the revered nature of the text and its fundamental 
importance, attempt has been made to translate the book In 
strictly literal manner. The least amount of personal 
interpretation has been made. There are disadvantages to this 
method, but the necessity for an accurate translation would 
seem to outweigh them all. 

Because no standard, or should I say wholesome, 
translations exit for many Arabic terms, I have felt it necessary 
to add the Arabic and or Urdu originals in brackets for the 
benifit of general readers, when the term appears for the first 
time in the. text. Although the Arabic terms will prove 
distractions to most of the readers, they represent the only 
practical way of tying the present text into the reader's 
know ledge of the Arabic language. 

Syed Khalid Javed Mashhadi, 
Nawa-i-Waqt, Multan. 

7th dayofZil Hajj - I45IH. 

3rd March, 2001 
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Compiler's Word 

In the Name of Allah, 

Most Graciou.s, Most Merciful 

Praise be to Allah and Peace be upon them who are 
His Chosen Servants 

Abiding by the injunctions of Sharia, giving the 
people their dues, fulfilling the obligations and abstinence 
from the wrongdoing are the basis on which the edifice of 
purity and knowledge of Allah can be erected. None of the 
humankind, Jinns, either man or woman can win Allah's 
pleasure without total obedience and faithfulness to the 
Prophet of Allah. 

Adherence to the obedience to Allah enlightens the 
inner of a person to an extent that it occupies nothing except 
the name of Allah Almighty. It is the stage by ascending which 
the person is placed amongst the favourites and friends of 
Allah. They are not less in number including men and women, 
who come up to that mark. The countless treasures of pure 
love and knowledge of Allah is being showered graciously 
without any discrimination. It is needed just an honest wish 
and work for it. 

Those, who did good deeds, either they are men or 
women, a good life has been ordained for them alL 

The wealth of Divinely love and knowledge is gained 
by associating with the people of piety and prudence. Men are 
privileged to have more chances than women, as the house 
engagements do not spare them. The great mystics, however, 
have held that reading of the sayings, letters and biographies 
of the friends of Allah may substitute attending their company 
and enjoying their companionship. Their study may brighten 
the hearts and minds of the readers to a considerable extent 
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and invoke their attention to work fervently in this regard. |( 
arose the need to compile the details about the chosen women 
of the Ummah who excelled in piety, worship, erudition, 
faithfulness, courage, intimate knowledge of Allah and the 
mystical initiation. Here it is, with the hope that it will do a 
great deal to touch the hearts and minds of our women and 
turn them in the direction of true Faith. 

Here two points are requested to be noted. 

1. It is not needed and possible to give detailed life 

histoiy of all the venerable ladies. It is just to bring out 
the salient features of their lives to render lesson to the 
readers. 

2. Mention of the mystical exercises and the individual 

efforts in the way of Allah to win His pleasure has 
been, truly, made but it is advisable not to initiate such 
exercises without having gained a place where one 
may overcome the repercussions which are likely to be 
resulted in case of incompetent initiation of such 
exercises. The readers should consult the scholars or 
the authentic version of Bahishti Zever of Moulana 
Ashraf Ali Thanvi in case, arise any problem. 

I pray all my readers to beg my forgiveness from Allah 
for all my wrongdoings. 

Muhammad Ishaque 
(Compiler of the Book) 


Comments 


Mufti Muzaffar Husayn, Saharanpur (India) 

In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. 

Hafiz Muhammad Ishaque Multani, owner of Idarah 
Talifat Ashrafya and known for publishing the valuable works 
of Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi has informed me of his plan to 
bring out his book Misali Khawtin, which is narrated to 
contain brief life sketches of 300 pious women. Its manuscript 
has been reviewed by local scholars and noted writers. I hope 
the book will help a great deal for the cause of religious 
reformation in women and suggest ways and measures for 
their real betterment. I pray, may Allah cause it immediately be 
published and grace his sincere efforts. 

Sd. 

Mufti Muzaffar Hussayn, 

Head of Madrassah 
Mazahirul Ulum 
Saharanpur (India) 

Jamadi II, 1419H. 

From: Mufti Muhammad Khubayb Rumi, 

Saharanpur (India) 

In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious Most Merciful 

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds; Peace and 
Salam be upon our leader Muhammad, the Seal of the 
Prophets and the Apostles, and also his descendents, his 
wives, his daughters, his Companions, the Sahabiyat and the 
Successors to them till the Day of Judgment. 

We are convinced that today's great decline of the 
Muslim Ummah is a consequence of unawareness among the 





Leading Ladies 


women, of their Faith and laxit>' on the part of their religious 
education. Various measures and steps are being suggested 
and taken for correction including a trusted and tested method 
of spreading the way of life of the pious and chosen women 
with their precepts and practices. It has been noted for 
generations that reading about the life styles of the wives of 
the Prophet Muhammad (ji-L-j ^ -lUi his daughters, 
Sahabiyat, the Successors to the Sahabiyat, the Followers and 
other pious women, is always very dear to the common 
Muslims and regarded worthy of conformity. Consequently 
our elders made concrete efforts to meet this need and made 
mentions of women of piety in their books and their lesson 
giving narratives as in Bahishti Zever, As-Salihat (The pious 
ladies) (from: Sayyed Asghar Husayn Deobandi) and booklets 
from Moulana Muhammad Ashiq Ilahi Buland Shehri. 

Qari Muhammad Ishaque of Talifat Ashrafya, Multan 
has devoted himself to the publishing of Islamic literature. 
Now he is bringing out Misali Khawtin, which I hope, will 
superbly prove a good guide for all the women. I wish this 
effort may be appreciated widely. 

Mufti Muhammad Khubayb Rumi 
Madrassah Mazahirul Ulum, 
Saharanpur (India) 

24, Jamadiul Ukhra 14I9H. 

From: Moulana Anzar Shah Kashmiri 

In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious Most Merciful 

Adam's race comprises people of different character 
and behavior; among them are the women, whose purity, 
chastity and good nature is mentionable and lesson giving. 
Their beliefs, thoughts and practices make them beacon of 
light for all the humanity. Moulana Muhammad Ishaque has 
compiled accounts of noble practices of pious and prominent 
women of Islam, from the beginning to the present. His work 
is rightly commendable. The book, Misali Khawiin is hoped to 
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help imparting knowledge not only to the neglectful women 
but also inspire the lax males. I suggest to all the fellow 
Muslims to read this book and spread it mightily to serve a 
noble cause. 

Sd. 

Sayyed Anzar Shah Kashmiri 

From: Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmani 

In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious Most Merciful 

I am greatly pleased to know that Moulana 
Muhammad Ishaque has compiled the lives of the chosen 
women of the ummah whose way of life has been an example 
for the intervening generations in all ages. Regretfully I have 
been unable to go through the book, namely Misali Khawtin, 
but I, fully trust in Moulana Abdul Qadir’s piece of writing in 
which the book has been reviewed. 

May Allah make this book means of earthly beneTits 
and of the Hereafter for the writers and the compiler. 

Sd. 

Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmani (Islamabad) 

9, Rajab 1419H. 

From: Mufti Abdul Qadir - Kabirwala 

In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

Allah Almighty has created the man with great 
qualities and sent Messengers and Apostles for his correction 
and guidance. Allah says in Al-Quran: IaU j 

And inspired it (with conscience of) what is wrong 
and (what is right for it). 

The women, too are rich in qualities, may be not equal 
or similar to men. There are the women, however, who excel 
the men in achievements. Therefore, in the Holy Quran where 
men's qualities have been mentioned, there, women of 
e.xcellence are also given place. The books have been written 
on the life of meritorious women as written on such men. 
Reading about good people inspires the readers. 

Allah relates two advantages of reading or hearing 
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about the previous Prophets. First, in the words of the Quran: 

J-» jJ* "iS j 

(And all that we relate unto thee the stories of the 
messengers, is in order that thereby we may make firm thy 
heart,) (Sura Yusuf - Joseph) 

on another place, the Holy Quran says: 

jlT ui3 

(In their story verily, there is a lesson for men of 
understanding.) (Surah Yusuf - Joseph) 

The book under discussion, Misali Khawtin, has been 
compiled with the same purpose, which contains mentions of 
the women of great note including the scholars, the 
reciteresses, the memorizers of the Holy Quran, the 
worshippers and the pious ones. Moulana Muhammad Ishaque 
has very wisely selected the articles from different authentic 
books for his collection. This book is a good guide both for 
women and men. I have reviewed that manuscript and 
suggested the improvements where needed. This book is a 
reliable collection of articles on the life of the chosen mothers 
and daughters of the ummah including the wives and 
daughters of the Prophet Muhammad 
Sahabiyat, the Successors, the Followers and the Muhaddithat 
(reporters of Hadith). We read here also about the queens and 
the princesses, courageous and the wise women. Inclusion of 
pious females of the recent past has made it more impressive 
for the young generation as the near past always looks closer 
and familiar as compared to the distant. Their stories tell how 
they saved themselves from indecent air of the society and got 
them highly placed. 

May Allah be pleased at his corrective efforts and his 
work may ensure his entry into Paradise. 

Abdul Qadir 

Darul ulum, Kabirwala, 

Distt. Khanewal 
I5th, Jamadial Ukhra 14I9H. 
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Women have a special status in Islam. History duly 
records the plight of women in pre-Islamic era. In the bedouin 
society of Arabia, with a few exceptions the woman was 
regarded not more than a chattel who could be transferred 
from one to another. Sometimes even son took his father's 
woman as wife after his death along with the inherited 
property. 


Trading of women, prostitution and adultery were the 
common evils in Arabia. Tribes were invaded by the enemies 
and women were taken as captives. They were sold, kept as 
slaves or were used for barter trading. Female was considered 
to bring shame to the family so burying alive the infant baby 
girls was a common practice. But Islam gave woman ^rights 
and privileges, which she had never enjoyed or ever dreamt of. 
The status of woman in Islam is unique, novel, and something 
that has no similarity in any other system. Islam acknowledges 
and recognizes her independent personality. 


Islam gave a respectable way of life and promulgated 
new matrimonial and inheritance laws, which not only laid 
down foundation stone of a strong family system but also 
made woman pivot of the setup. It blocked all routes leading 
to the disgrace of women folk. It is Islam which ensured for 
the first time rights for woman from the inheritance. The Holy 
Quran and the 'Ahadith' (sayings of the Holy Prophet 

have detailed mentions of women. 


The Prophet ^ said about women. 
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(Paroiiisc lies 


tif (he foot of rhe mothers. > 


The Prophet < ^-L-. <U' ^ 

of the Garden and see a wontan 
who )ou are?*’ She w ill answer, 
orphan." 


sa\s, "I w ill open the gate 
precedes me. I will ask her, 
‘I am a widow, mother of an 


The Prophet of Allah said, "The 

noblest of all the women are Maiyam ( 1 *^—I' (Mary, the 

Virgin) and Khadijah ^j). 


She who lowers her gaze before 'Ghair Mahratn' 

(man from whom a Muslim woman should veil) is rewarded 
with the wisdom, she did not have so far." 


The Prophet ((4--j said, "Most perfect are 

those Believers who have good manners and the best among 
them are. whose behaviour to their w'ives is kind." Further 
said, "She, who got married, fulfilled all her obligations, kept 
away from evils, will be rewarded and her devotion to her 
husband, upbringing her off spring and house keeping will be 
considered equal to Nafl (optional) prayers." 

The Prophet said, "Blessed is the 

woman w^ho gave birth a baby girl in her first delivery." 
Further said, "She, who showed obedience to Allah, acted to 
please her husband and praised him before others, guarded his 
honour and property in his absence will have the status equal 
to that of the martyr in the Garden." 


The Holy Prophet -ck said, "The widow 

w'ho is wealthy and attractive but does not remarry for the sake 
of her orphan children (and brings them up) will be so near to 
me, on the Day of Judgement as two fingers are. She would be 
rewarded like the warrior of Islam." 


The Prophet j ^ 53 i(j (q ^,*5 wife 'Aishah 

"If you wish to see me immediately on the Day 
of Reckoning you should have the minimum worldly things, 
like the breakfast of a traveller. Discard your clothes for the 
new ones only when you have used them even af^er their totaly 
womoutand avoid mixing with the rich people." 

"The mother while laying bed for his child gropes 


Leading Ladies 27 

■ * ~ ■ --- ■ - -- M- 

underneath to make sure lest there should be some thorn v>r 
insect (so that it should harm her if someone is to be harmed 
Allah will show more clemency towards humankind than that 
mother on the Judgement Day." 

The Prophet -uU 4JJ1 said, "The best of the 
camel rider women are the women of Quraysh who love their 
orphan children in their childhood and guard the property of 
their husbands." 

A woman who used to clean the Nabvi Mosque died 
and the Prophet was not informed. When the Prophet 
iJUjUp) inquired of her absence, he was told about her death. 
He fell grieved. He visited her grave and said, "The women 
who devote themselves and leave the homes in the way of 
Allah are like mothers for the Muslims." 

"Allah rewards a suckling woman as if she is saving 
one life for every mouthful of milk the baby sucks ." 

"Pregnant woman is rewarded like a holy warrior who 
also keeps fast and performs prayers at nights." Fie said, "as no 
one can imagine the ordeal a woman endures while delivering 
a baby so her rewards are even beyond human imagination. 
Only Allah knows." He further said, "during pregnancy and 
feeding, the mother is considered like fighter in the way of 
Allah and if dies during this, she will get status of a martyr." 

"when a mother is awakened by the crying of her babv 
at night she is rewarded (for each awakening) like 

manumitting seventy slaves. Allah considers house keeping by 
women equal to Jihad (holy war). 

The Prophet ((U-*»j ^ -dli ^^) once passed by an old 
slave woman who was crying. When inquired she told that she 
had been there to purchase something for her master family 
but-had lost the cash some where. He immediately gave her the 
cash but she expressed the fear that her mistress would inquire 
about the delay. The Prophet accompanied the maid and asked 
her mistress not to castigate her. The mistress was so much 
impressed by that gesture of good will that they freed the 

maid. The Prophet g^id, "O women! Be 
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(Paradise lies at the foot of the mothers.) 

The Prophet ^ <13*) says, "I will open the gate 
of the Garden and see a woman precedes me. I will ask her. 
who you are?" She will answer, "I am a widow, mother of an 
orphan." 

The Prophet of Allah said. "The 

noblest of all the women are Maryam ) (Man , the 

Virgin) and Khadijah 

"She who lowers her gaze before 'Ghair Mahranf 
(man from whom a Muslim woman should veil) is rewarded 
with the wisdom, she did not have so far." 

The Prophet said, "Most perfect are 

those Believers who have good manners and the best among 
them are, whose behaviour to their wives is kind." Further 
said, "She, who got married. fulHIled all her obligations, kept 
away from evils, will be rewarded and her devotion to her 
husband, upbringing her off spring and house keeping will be 
considered equal to Nafl (optional) prayers." 

The Prophet said. "Blessed is the 

woman who gave birth a baby girl in her Hrst deii\er\ .'‘ 
Further said, "She, who showed obedience to Allah .Ktcd to 
please her husband and praised him before others, guarcled his 
honour and property in his absence will ha\e the stanj^ equal 
to that of (he martyr in the Garden." 

The Holy Prophet said, " I he widow 

who is wealthy and attractive but docs not remarr\ tur i;k ^ake 
of her orphan children (and brings them up) will be s<> near to 
me, on the Day of Judgement as two lingers are. She would be 
rewarded like the warrior of Islam." 

The Prophet (^jUp-OIi^) said to his wife Aishah 

"If you wish to see me immediately on the Day 
of Reckoning you should have the minimum worldly things, 
like the breakfast of a traveller. Discard \our clothes for (he 
new ones only when you have used them even after their loialy 
womout and avoid mixing with the rich people." 

The mother while laying bed for his child gropes 
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underneath to make sure lest there should be soine thorn or 
insect (so that it should harm her if someone is to be harmed). 
Allah will show more clemency towards humankind than that 
mother on the Judgement Day." 

The Prophet (^j dJi said, "The best of the 
camel rider women are the women of Quraysh who love their 
orphan children in their childhood and guard the property of 
their husbands." 


A woman who used to clean the Nabvi Mosque died 
and the Prophet was not informed. When the Prophet 

inquired of her absence, he was told about her death. 
He felt grieved. He visited her grave and said, "The women 
who devote themselves and leave the homes in the way of 
Allah are like mothers for the Muslims." 


"Allah rewards a suckling woman as if she is saving 
one life for every mouthful of milk the baby sucks ." 

"Pregnant woman Is rewarded like a holy warrior who 
also keeps fast and performs prayers at nights." He said, "as no 
one can Imagine the ordeal a woman endures w'hile delivering 
a baby so her rewards are even beyond human imagination. 
Only Allah knows." He further said, "during pregnancy and 
feeding, the mother is considered like fighter in the way of 
Allah and if dies during this, she will get status of a martyr." 

"when a mother is awakened by' the crying of her baby 
at night she is rewarded (for each awakening) like 

manumining sevcniN slaves. Allah considers house keeping by 
women equal to Jihad (holy war). 


The Prophet once passed by an old 

slave woman who was cry ing. When inquired she told that she 
had been there to purchase something for her master family 
buLhad lost the cash some where. He immediately gave her the 
cash but she expressed the fear that her mistress would inquire 
about the delay. The Prophet accompanied the maid and asked 
her mistress not to castigate her. The mistress was so much 
impressed by that gesture of good will that they freed the 
maid. The Prophet aJp dJisaid, "O women! Be 




Sta^ of Women in Islam _ 

generous in Sadaqa (Charit>) and beg forgiveness fronw^ 
very often as I view the women in Hell in large number 
woman asked the reason. The Prophet (jA-j sU aUi ’( j j 

that habit of backbiting, cursing and showing ingraUtudeV 

their husbands" (would lead them to Hell). He further said "a 

woman would be shoved in to Hell for annoying he 

neighbours though she had been very particular about Salai 
{Nafl Prayers) and Soum (fasting) but another one whose 
neighbours were pleased with her behaviour would enter the 
Garden though she had not been very punctual in Salat (Nafl 
Prayers) and Soim (optional fasting)." '' 
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spreading Islam, Jihad {fxghixng for Allah), congregational 

Junta (Friday), Eid (Festival) and funeral) prayers and visit the 
patients but we, women care for their children, guard their 


property 




"she, who fulfills the marital obligations would get rewards 
equal to the male." 


The Holy Prophet (jtJL-j aJIp aUi loved greatly the 
Salat (Prayers), perfumes and women. He, on the death bed 
reiterated on the rights of women, slaves and punctuality in 
Salat (Prayers). 

The Prophet(|U--j questioned the women 

participants of the battle of Khayber from whom did they get 
permission? They told that they would aid the fighters In the 
way of Allah by spinning cotton, providing them first aid, 
fixing the arrows, feeding troops the cereal drink, shifting the 
woundeds to Madinah, cooking for the fighters and digging 
graves for the martyrs. (Thus they justified their participation). 
The Prophet ((JL-j ^'^) in a response to the query made 
by Muawia Qashayry that what was his statement about their 
wives, said, "Feed them what you eat, clothe them like you 
wear and do not beat and defame them." 


Chapter No. l 
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^?^)iThe Mother (Eve,Adam'sWife) 

She is wife of the first Messenger of Allah and Mother 
of all the human beings. Allah Almighty created her from 
Adam's left rib out of His Omnipotence and brought them into 
wed lock. He gave them dwelling in the Garden and forbade to 
eat the fruit of a tree. But they were misled by Satan who 
caused them to deflect and they ate the fruit from the forbidden 
tree, which led their expulsion from the Garden to the Earth. 

She was separated from Adam and was made to land 
some where very far from where Adam had landed. She wept 
over her wrongdoing and showed repentance. Years of 
lamenting and wailing brought fruit. Allah relented towards 
her (and also towards Adam) and brought them together again. 
They became parents of numerous children with the passage of 
time. 

MORAL: 

Havva i^) confessed her mistake and was 
remorseful. But there are many who never give in and some of 
them doing sinful acts openly and continue the same through 
out the life. Notably the backbiting and observing unislamic 
customs becomes part of their life. That is not the right way. If 
a mistake is done, the best is to withdraw from it immediately 
and be penitent. 

Mother of Nuh (Noah) 

The Holy Quran denotes the Prophet Noah Ua) 
beseeching forgiveness from Allah for himself and for his 
mother. It has been described that his parents were Muslims. 

MORAL: 

Look, the blessing of Eeman (Belief) that the Prophets 
pray for the believers. 

Sarah i^) 

She was the wife of the Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) 
(^*)LJi and mother of the Prophet Ishaque (Issac) (^*>LJi -gi^). 
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Her speaking to the angels and speaking of angels to her about 
Allah's blessing on her family is mentioned in Quran. 

An incident concerning her dependence on Allah is 
narrated in Hadith. That is, once Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) 
(^^ 1 4eU) was on his preaching mission to another land. He 
was accompanied by his wife, Sarah. They passed a kingdom, 
ruled by a wicked king, on their journey. The news of Sarah's 
beauty was conveyed to the king. He summoned them and 
inquired Ibrahim of his companion. It was the rule of the king 
that he would kill the husbands of the beautiful women and 
made them his mistresses. So to save himself and his wife's 
chastity Ibrahim answered the king that she was his 

sister (in faith). 

The king separated her from Ibrahim j She 

discerned his bad intentions and asked for some time to relax. 
She stood for the prayer in the confinement, imploring Allah, 
"Thou know the best, I am believing wife of Thy Prophet and 1 
have always kept my honour. Please save me from this 
atheist." Her prayers were answered immediately. The king 
was suddenly caught in fits and convulsions. He was 
frightened and begged Sarah to cause remove all that. He 
promised not to advance wickedly. She implored Allah that his 
normal position be restored. When he was well, he again was 
up to mischief and again the same occurred to him. He again 
promised and Sarah caused him become well another time. 
Thus three times the same things were repeated and then the 
king surrendered and made them his honourable guests. He 
honoured Sarah by giving a chosen maid (or his daughter) 
Hajira (Hagar) and send them off with respects and honours. 

MORAL: 

Look, how chastity and modesty brought blessings. 
Allah Almighty Himself protected the pious woman. It also 
came into knowledge that the Salat (Prayer) causes rescue 
from the hardships and distress and supports the supplications. 
So whenever there is any state of distress you must 
perform 'Nafl' (supererogatory) prayers as more as possible 
and ask forgiveness from Allah. 
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Hajira (Hagar) i^rU) 


Hazrat Ibrahim married Hajira (Hagar) with 

the consent of his first wife Sarah. She was delivered Ismael 
(Ishmael) (f*>LJi Ismael was still suckling when Ibrahim 
(l»^LJi Up) under Allah's command took him and his mother 
Hajira (j^LJii^-U) and left them at the site where now Ka'bah is 
situated, then an uninhabited and inhospitable land, with only 
a skin of water and a small quantity of dates. Allah would have 
conceived to settle Ismael's generation in Makkah (but no one 
knew it then). 


When Ibrahim rose on his feet to return, Hajira went in 
following and asked her husband in whose protection he was 
leaving them. But Ibrahim (^*>LJiA^) remained silent. Then 
again she asked whether that was under Allah's will and 
Ibrahim answered in affirmative. Hajira became satisfied and 
said, "no need to worry now. Allah will protect us." 


She swallowed a few dates and drank a little water 
daily and kept Ismael on her breast feeding. Soon the water 
was consumed and both the mother and the son were left to 
undergo the ordeal of unbeatable thirst. Baby boy Ismael was 
in the worst, crying for water, rubbing the earth with his tiny 
heels. The mother became restless and set out in search of 
water. She ascended the mount of Safa to see around but found 
no sign of water anywhere. She descended and walked in 
opposite direction towards mount of Marwa. Meanwhile she 
had kept the baby in sight lying just a few yards away but 
covering a small, low lying area the baby got out of sight and 
she started running to catch sight of him again as soon as 
possible and then climbed mount of Marwa. But finding no 
indication of water there too, she returned swiftly on her 
footsteps and set out again towards Safa. She repeated the 
same action of running when little Ismael was not visible and 
climbed Al-Safa. She completed seven rounds in this w'ay. 
Allah was so pleased with Hajira's endeavour that He made her 
seven rounds the part of Hajj and 'Umra rites. 


(Safa and Mam a are two Jdlts in from of Ka'bah 
(House of Allah) located at opposite ends with a distance o f 
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Thf .W^f/r government htif 

tkt! art^ faetJttoh fhr pitgrim% and fht 

4pmhie tmmmgf 0 m mvr^mmiHiife the mtiximum number tg 
Ikem The Seen trvchd hut t\ rndteated hy greet 

etmi H ohrtgjitiiry hr men ptlgrimx to cover ti runnirtf 
i» hneth ^is^'iing The remnants of both the hills an 

# mothee^s hnnt and ohcdtencc to Allah ) 

\ik hen %hc hid compicfcd <icvcn(h round, she heard t> 
roKt She turned the cars to and again heard the same voict 
hot ^ ether was in\ isihk She called out loudly if some on* 
CiOiiid help In response, an angel appeared at the site of 

and smote the land with his limb. The water welled 
Mf from there and she hurriedly erected a mud boundary 
around ^ m stop the flow out while she called out repeatedly 
Tamom, Zamzam * meaning stop, flow not, stop, flow noi 
She filksd her water skin, dripped info the baby's mouth and 

drank her hi II. 


Angel consoled her and told that the House of Allali 


would he built at that site and tl 
i^Kher. He further told that the arc 
The same happened. Within da; 
made a stop to find water. They 
becttoe Che first settlers of Makk 
and maned. Allah commanded 1 
ho(h bufit the House of Allah. 


his 


and 


When Ismael was young 


Thev 


MORAL 

As we see Hajira had full trust in Allah Almighty. When 
she came to know that her dwelling in an inhospitable land 
was under Allah's will, all her worries subsided. You observed 
hem much blessings were bestowed upon her for her trust. So. 
ytm, the women would be rewarded as well, if you trust in 
Allah. You saw, Hajira's run for water had been made made an 
honour for her and declared the movement a worship for the 
pilgrmis The persons who become dear to Allah due to their 
mumenaft rewarded likewise. So, the women must show full 
obedience to Allah so that they become dear to Allah and their 
routine houseworks shall be considered in the cause of Allah. 
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ifH^U'fed Ko'v the things were She fbry * 

lf>ing a ver> bard life He asked her to convey Hjs 

hi.s son ^hen he returned that he should rcpl.u e his doof^dl 


hen Ismael c.ime. she delivered the me . 


He 


immcdiatel) understood wh.it his father had meant He 

wife that the old man was his father and he h id advised him 

his fifhrr\ advice, divorced bss 


vorce 


upon 


wife and married another pious womiin When his fat he 
visited another time he found his new daughter m law at home 


She welcomed the old man -md told on his inquiry 

being thankful to Allah that they were living a very pleasant 
life. He showed pleasure and asked to convey his message to 
her husband that he should retain his doorsill. When Ismael 

received the message, he told his new wife that the 
old man was his father and he had advised him to retain her as 

xvifp 


MORAL: 

Look! What the first wife received for ungratefulness. 
She displeased one Prophet and the other Prophet who was her 
husband parted his ways with her. Whereas the second wife 
was rewarded for her gratitude. One Prophet prayed for her 
and the other prophet rewarded her with continuity of his 
company. It is advisable never to be ungrateful. Come what 
may you should always be content and thankful. 

(Bahishti Ze^ ^r i 


Daughter of King Namrood 

Namrood was the famous atrocious ruler who had 
ordered throwing Ibrahim into fire. His daughter 

Raghda was also present on the occasion. When she saw that 
fire had not burnt Ibrahim *s» and he got out safe and 
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sound, she asked Ibrahim I' v^) in surprise who had saved 
him. He answered ihal Almighty saved him witli the 
blessing of his faith. She desired that she would try by herself. 

(Her i/ifcniion to walk in to fire was not a suicidal act 
hut if irai to enlighten her heart with the light of faith. Also 
the act was conditional with the approval of the Prophet 
so it would not have been sin.) 

Ibrahim AjIp) guaranteed her that if she recited 
( Vi (There is no God but Allah and 

Ibrahim is Allah*s friend,) while entering the fire-theatre, fire 
would not cause any harm to her. She fearlessly entered and 
nothing happened to her. She got out unharmed and 
proclaimed before all that Ibrahim (^vlJia^) was true 
Messenger of Allah and that they all were the liars, atheists. 
Her father subjected her to oppression and torments but she 
stood steadfast. 

MORAL: 

What a woman of strong faith she was! Hardships 
could not move her. Therefore the women too should face the 
sufferings boldly and what ever the situation may arise they 
must not show a slight deflection from their true faith. 

The Daughters of Lut (Lot) 

When Allah sent angels towards Lot (fVLJi 4 ^), they 
told him ^hat the doom was on its way to the Unbelievers of 
his people. Allah had also sent the word that he must leave that 
township with believer members ofhis household, among 
them were his daughters who were also rescued. 

MORAL: 

Look, the blessings of faith. It saves from Divine fury 
in this world also. Therefore 0, women! strengthen your faith 
by obeying Allah's ail commands and shun evils. 

Wife of Ayyub (Job) 

Her name was Rahmat. When Ayyub (^VLJi was 
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put on trial by Allah with distress and disease and his body had 
become sore and worm-eaten, all had abandoned him but his 
wife took care and nursed him and never frowned upon 

One day she came home late and Ayyub — 1\ *j^) 
swore in fury that he would punish her with hundred lashes 
after his recovery. When he recovered he was in a t1\ how to 
fulfil his oath. Allah bestowed His blessing upon him and 
commanded him to take a broom bundled with hundred stalks 
and smite her once. 

MORAL: 

Look, so patient she was when everyone would avoid 
him she was always there to take care of her husband. It 
appears that in his severe illness Ayyub (fV—4-U) had become 
very sensitive and she faced his irritating behaviour patiently. 
That was the reward of her dedication and patience that Allah 
wayed her out from a heavy punishment. 

Because she was very dear to Allah, He made easy the 
matters for her. This example is not applicable for any other 
person. If someone swears so, it could not be fuITiIled by 
smiting the broom but expiation would be necessary. O, 
women! be loyal and obedient to your husbands and tolerate 
their ill temperament. You will be awarded a status for this 
from Allah. 

Liya-Maternal Aunt of Yusuf (Joseph) —l' 4 JLp) 

The Holy Quran says that when Yusuf 4 JLp) had 

become ruler of Egypt and famine broke out there in Kannan 
(his ancestral land), his brothers travelled to Egypt to get 
provision. Yusuf disclosed his person before them and sent h+s 
shirt to put on his father's eyes. He asked his brothers to bring 
all the family to Egypt. The vision ofhis father Yaqub (Jacob) 
(^yLJi was restored and he became seer once again (when 
the shirt had been drawn on his face). 

When they all came in before Yusuf (^*^' 4 -^). he 
seated his father and aunt on the dais. They both and his 
brothers fell down before him prostrate. (In those days falling 
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down prostrate was allowed for greeting but was prohibited 
later). It is said that Yusufs mother had died and his father had 
married his aunt. But the others say that it was his mother 
Raheel who had accompanied his father to Egypt. 

When they all prostrated, Yusuf (fV-Ji said, "This 
is interpretation of my childhood dream." He had dreamt that 
the Sun, the Moon and eleven planets were prostrating 
themselves to him. 

MORAL: 

Aunt is the most respectable person after mother. She 
bears a high status. Submission must be extended towards her. 

(Bahishti Zewar) 


Mother of Musa (Moses) 

When the astrologers warned Pharaoh that a boy born 
to Israelites would annihilate his empire, he ordered to slay 
every newly born Israelite boy. Subsequently thousands of 
infants were slain. At that critical time Musa was bom and his 
mother was inspired that she might suckle him without any 
fear and at a proper time should place the baby in an ark and 
leave it in the river. Allah inspired to her that her son would be 
brought back to her at the specified time. She acted to the will 
of Allah and Allah kept all His promises. 

MORAL: 

Look! She had trusted in Allah and was rewarded 
graciously for that. 

Sister of Musa 

Some name her Maryam and some others, Kulthum. It 
is narrated that when ark of Musa was cast into the river, her 
mother asked her to go in pursue to find out what would 
happen. The ark was taken to the palace of Pharaoh and an 
attractive baby was found there in. Pharaoh intended to kill 
him but his good-natured and merciful wife convinced her 
husband to adopt him. He agreed but little Musa refused to be 
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suckled by anyone else. Meanwhile sister of MOsa reached 
there following the ark to tell them that she knew a veiy kind 
mother nurse with a nice feeding, ft turned out to be Musa's 
own mother and thus Allah made good His words that her son 
would be brought to her. 

MORAL: 

Look a little girl by her God gifted wisdom followed 
her brother's ark at the risk of her life to obey her mother. We 
should be grateful to Allah as He granted us intelligence and 
sense of showing obedience to the parents. 

Wife of Musa 

Her name was Saphora who was elder daughter of 
Prophet Shoaib (Shoaib aM) was grand son of 

Lot (fV-Ji 4^)). He was Messenger of Allah to Midian and was 
blind). 

When Musa unintentionally killed a Copt, 

Pharaoh ordered death punishment for him. Musa Ji 
got intimation and he secretly fled Egypt. He took the route to 
Midian. Reaching there he stopped at a well to drink water 
where he found a tribe of shepherds watering their goats. Also 
he found apart from them two young women keeping back 
their flocks. Musa questioned them about their unusual act. 
They told that they had no male member in the family and 
their father was old and blind. So, when all the males were 
gone they would water their goats. Musa, very kindly pulled 
the water out of the well for them and watered their gpats. 
They both told their father about the clemency of the young 
stranger back home. He sent his elder daughter for the 
stranger. She came shyly and conveyed her father’s bid. Moses 
accompanied her to their home. Shoaib talked to him and 
found in him a thorough gentleman. 

He offered to marry one of his two daughters to him in 
return of shepherding his flocks for eight to ten years. Musa 
agreed and later the elder daughter Saphora was married to 
him. When the terms of the accord were fulfilled, he planned 
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to go back to Egypt and set out with his wife. 



It was severe cold and they were in urgent need of fire 
to vvami themselves, when suddenly Musa caught sight of fire 
on the Mount of Sinai. He left his wife to bring fire. When he 
ascended the mountain, Allah revealed His glory for him and 
chose Musa His Messenger. 


MORAL: 

Look! how Saphora settled her affairs. When 
unavoidably she spoke to a stranger, she did it shyly.O, women 
you should follow her and stick to your home obligations. 
Moreover shame and modesty should be your pride. 

Sister-In-Law of Musa 

Her name was Saphira. She shared home and outside 
business with her sister and showed obedience and devotion to 
her father. 


MORAL: 

Listen, O, women! You are not better than daughters 
of the Prophet. Working does not cause indignity or disgrace. 
It brings respect and honour. 

(Bahishti Zewarj 


Asyyah - Wife of Pharaoh 

Asyyah was the wife of Pharaoh. (Pharaoh was not the 
name of a person but all the kings of that dynasty were called 
Pharaoh.) The Pharaoh who confronted Musa generally is 
supposed to be Raemsius whose mummified dead body is kept 
in Cairo museum (Famous Egyptian Mummy) while the Holy 
Quran bears witness to it, **But this day we save thee in thy 
body and thou mayest be a portent for those after thee," 

(11-10:92.) 

(Sura Yunus) 

She was a pious woman contrary to her husband who 
proclaimed that there was no god other than himself. The Holy 
Quran praised the noble lady. Prophet Muhammad ( 
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testified by saying, "Many are perfect among men hut 
only Maryam and Asyyah are the perfect among the women. ” 

It was Asyyah who had saved Musa from being slain 
by Pharaoh, her husband. She was fortunate enough to 
establish belief with Musa. She loved him since his childhood. 
When Musa was granted Prophethood, Pharaoh refused to 
believe but his wife became one of the believers. When 
Pharaoh got knowledge of her belief, he ordered severe 
punishment upon her. She was tormented to death but she 
stood firm. 


MORAL: 

Look! How strong she was in .her faith. She preferred 
death to surrender before an unbelieving trespasser. But taday's 
women speak ungratefully in a minor hardship. Remember 
always O, women! Your true faith is a blessing. Do not desist 
from belief whatever suffering may be inflicted upon you. If 
your husband goes against Islam, never obey him. 


A Maid of Pharaoh's Daughter 

The book "Rodat-us-Safa” relates of a maid of 
Pharaoh's daughter. She was responsible to settle all business 
related to the princess including her garments, adornment etc. 
she believed in Allah and Musa but had not disclosed it to fear 
Pharaoh's reaction. One day, she was combing the hair of her 
mistress when the brush slipped from her hand. She picked it 
up uttering 'In the name of Allah'. The princess asked 
suspiciously what she had uttered. The maid told her plainly 
that she had spoken the name of Allah Who is the Creator of 
her father and made him the king. The princess was upset to 
hear that someone could be greater than her father. She 
hastened to tell her father, who summoned the maid and 
demanded her to disown her words but she firmly refused. 
When all temptations and intimidation failed to return her, it 
was decided to make a horrible example of her. She was 
subjected to unbelievable persecution. Spikes were driven into 
her palms and feet and parts of her body were burnt with 
red-hot stones. When that all did not work, her baby son was 
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thrown into the fire in the last resort. Allah caused the fire cool 
down. Tlie boy spoke out from the fire to fortify her mother 
not to surrender. The furious Pharaoh ordered to shove her 
down into the ditch of fire. This event is with the reference of 
the Koranic stor)'related in "Sura Burooj", 

MORAL: 

O, women? behold her adherence to her faith. 
Remember, faith is a great blessing. Never, for the pleasure of 
your self, under any temptation or stress allow your belief to 
be weakened and never go against the teachings of Islam. 

An Old Lady Amongst Musa's People 

When Pharaoh and his chiefiains made things difficult 
for the children of Israel in Egypt, Allah inspired Musa to take 
away His slaves by night so that they might be rescued from 
the atrocities of the Egyptians. When they set out they lost the 
way near the river and no one could be found to lead. It was 
notified that anyone might guide. An old lady came on to tell 
that Yusuf 4^) had told his family, before he died that if 
ever they might be forced to emigrate from Egypt, his coffin 
must be taken along. So, the old lady told, they could not find 
the right route until they took Yusufs coffin along. When 
Musa inquired where the coffin was, it was not known to any 
body but the old lady. She disclosed after getting promise from 
Musa that she would be awarded the status in Paradise equal 
to that of Musa. Allah had inspired Musa to fulfil her 
demands. The coffin was discovered from the river and they 
found the way out. 

MORAL: 

Look, the old lady did not demand any thing of this 
world. She managed to brighten her Hereafter. So you must 
also refrain from the temptations of this world. You will get 
your reward. Just worry about the life of Hereafter. 

Sister of Haisoor 

Just recall the boy who was killed by Khizir 
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and MQsa could not help speaking at that, though he 

was allowed to journey with Khizir only on the condition that 
he neither would question nor put any objection to the deeds 
of Khizir. Khizir explained to Musa before parting his ways as 
it had been agreed upon, that the boy would have grown into a 
wicked person and caused disgrace for his noble parents. So it 
was imperative to finish him. He told that Allah shall grace 
them with a better substitute. It has been related in the books 
that Allah granted them a daughter. She was married to a 
Prophet and later seventy Prophets descended from her. 

MORAL: 

What to say of his status whom Allah proclaims pious. 
Refraining from evils and doing good to the parents is a must 
to invoke Allah^s pleasure. 

Mother of Haisoor 

We have learnt afore, of Haisoor and of his parents 
too. Her mother was said to be also a pious lady. 

MORAL: 

Allah loves adherence of His slaves-to Islam. P-^lief is 

4 » 

strengthened by fulfilling all obligations Islam has made 
mandatory for its followers. 

Mother of Sulayman (Solomon) aJLp) 

The Holy Quran denotes that Sulayman aJIp) was 
grateful to Allah for rewards. He bestowed on his parents. This 
shows that her mother was a pious lady because the best 

I 

reward from Allah is not other than the blessing of belief and 
faith. 

MORAL: 

Faithfulness is the quality, which is loved by the 
Prophet. So we all should build this quality in ourselves. 

Bllquis - The Queen of Sheba 

Sulayman (fV—1' was the Prophet of God as well as 












Leading Ladies 


44 

a mighty king. .All including humankind, .linns, birds, insects 
and wind were subservient to his sovereignty. One-day 
hoopoe brought the news for Sulayman that he saw a wotnan 
ruler who worshipped the Sun. Sulayman gave him a letter for 
the queen and he invited her to come to him and enter his 
religion. She discussed the matter with her counsels and 
ministers who suggested to answer with precious presents 
saying, if he accepted them, she would learn he was just a ruler 
of some land and if he didn’t, he must be the true messen cer of 
God. 

When her envoys reached Sulayman, he returned all 
the gifts and demanded again to become Muslim otherwise, he 
warned, she would be invaded with mighty hosts. She 
conceded and set out to come to Sulayman who, being 
informed of her departure ordered bringing her throne. Some 
alternations were made in the throne to examine her wisdom. 
When she reached she was escorted to the throne, which left 
her bewildered. Sulayman asked whether it was hers. She 
responded, after casting a detailed look on it that the throne 
was the same but with a little disguise. Sulayman was 
impressed by her wisdom. 

Next to it she was taken to Sulayman's court walking 
over a pool covered all along with fine glass and shiny fish 
tailing in the clean water. She pulled her garments up to bare 
her legs guessing she would be splashing her way across the 
pool but when she pressed her step, it was on a solid glass. She 
was taken aback to see the amazing display of skill. 

She reached the conclusion very soon that to argue 
with Sulayman was a futile effort and she immediately 
surrendered. It is narrated that after she had entered Islam, 
Sulayman married her and some have reported that he wedded 
her to the king of Yamen. 

MORAL: 

She was a very wise woman. When she found the truth 
she did not hesitate a moment to accept it and her royal pride 
could not prevent her from the right path. It is the way all the 
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women should follow. Obligations of the Islam must be 
fulfilled. Family customs and honours will be left behind and 
only true belief will be beneficial in the Hereafter. 

A Stave Woman of Bani Israel (Children of Israel) 

It has been reported in the Hadith that once a woman 
of Bani Israel (Children of Israel) was suckling her baby son 
when a rider displaying glory and splendour passed by. She 
prayed that her son might become like him. The son spoke out 
and prayed that Allah might not make him so. After a while 
some people came having in their custody a slave girl in an 
ungraceful and undignified manner. The mother prayed that 
Allah forbade, the fate of her son might not be like hers. The 
boy again said that Allah might confer on him the same fate as 
of slave girl. The mother asked the boy cause of his 
disagreement. He told that the rider was a wicked person while 
the slave girl was being disgraced on the accusation of theft 
and Immorality, though she was absolutely clean. 

MORAL: 

The rider was respectable in the eyes of people but not 
before Allah and similarly the slave girl was ill reputed before 
the public while she had won the grace from Allah. 

What may people opine it is of no significance, the real 
respect rests with Allah. It was righteousness of the slave girl 
that a suckling baby spoke for her clearance. It is notable that 
some ladies look down upon the poor and accuse them of theft 
or some other wrongdoing on a slight suspicion. It is not a 
good habit. The accused may be more honourable before Allah 
than accuser. 

A Wise and Devout Woman of Bani Israel 

It has been reported by Muhammad ibn Ka'b that there 
was a learned and devout person in Bani Israel. He loved his 
wife very much who unfortunately died. Her death grieved him 
to lose every interest and he bent upon living the life of 
seclusion and abstinency. A woman among them learned of 
him and went to see him. She said to the person examplifying. 
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that a woman had borrowed jewellery from her neighbour and 
used the same for long. Whether, she asked, the jewellery 
should have been returned on demand or not. The person 
responded spontaneously that, indeed, she must have returned. 

"Even, If she used it for long?" the woman asked. 

"In that case it is a must" the man replied, "because it 
is her greatness that she did not demand so far." 

"Now, mind yourself, Allah lent you one of His 
creatures and took back when He willed. It was His." The man 
returned to have listened that and fell down prostrate, 
remourseful. 

MORAL: 

It is an established fact that on such occasions other 

I 

person's advice leaves impression and influences the heart and 
mind of the grief striken, though the advisor may be less in 
piety than the advised. Therefore the women should 
understand themselves and educate others. 

Mother of Maryam i^) 

Her name was Hanna. Her husband was Imran who 
was Maryam's father. When she conceived she vowed to Allah 
that she would consecrate in his cause who was in her belly. 
She took it to be son. But when she was delivered it was a 
baby girl. She said sorrowfully, "Allah! It is a female." It was 
ordained; this female will be better than the males. Allah 
accepted her consecration. Her mother named her Maryam 
(Mary) and craved Allah's protection for her and her offspring 
from Satan, the outcast. Prophet Muhammad 4 JlJi 

said, "Satan teases the infants." It is to be noted that the Holy 
Prophet ((JL-j A-U aUi JU) himself, Maryam and her 

son Jesus (Eissa) were immune from Satan's 

ill-willed deeds. 

MORAL: 

We see that she was blessed for her good intention. 
Allah granted her a pious child and heard her beseeching. It is 
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evident that Allah esteemed her high. The woman should 
always have good intention. Do good for Allah so that He may 
take you into consideration. 

Maryam (Mary the Virgin) 

When her mother took little Maiyam —i’ to the 

sanctuary of the Dome of the Rock for formal consecration, all 
there present, were eager to become her guardian. Among 
them was Zachariah, an uncle of hers. The argument 
concluded in his favour. Zachariah became her guardian and 
she began to grow more rapidly than the other children. She 
was a born saintess. The Holy Quran says that whenever 
Zachariah went into the sanctuary he found out of season fruits 
and food with her. He asked from’ where she got. She 
answered, "it is from Allah". All things were very amazing and 
analomous. When she attained puberty Allah Almighty willed 
her conceived without ever being touched by some male. A 
son was bom who was named Massiah son of Maryam (Jesus 
Christ) by Allah Himself. The Jews raised a storm on this 
unusual event though nothing was strange in that birth. Allah 
Almighty can create what He wills. An example in the case of 
Adams's creation also could answer all their 

suspicions. Allah made Jesus speak in the cradle 

who himself bore witness to the purity and piety of her mother. 

MORAL: 

Look, her mother had consecrated Maryam 14JLP) 

and she devoted herself to Allah. Allah blessed her in return 
and exalted her name in this world and in the Hereafter. All the 
women should be obedient to Allah. It will save them from all 
sort of calamities. It is advisable to lead their children to the 
way of Islam to save them from the way of Satan. 

Wife of Zachariah a^) 

Her name was Eisha’w. She was Hanna's sister and 
maternal aunt of Maryam (fV-J' Allah says, adjusted 
Zachariah*s wife (to bear a child). Some interpreters have 
taken it to adjust her habits. Yahya aJIp) was bom in her 
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old age, Eissa (Jesus) tfV-J'sU) was maternal grandson of 
Yahya's (John’s) aunt. 

MORAL: 

It is to be noted that good action is always rewarded. 
Zachariah's wife was praised by Allah for her good habits. So 
all the w'omen, too should mend their ill habits. 
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Wives and Daughters of the 

Prophet Muhammad ^ aJLp aJUi 


(May Allah be pleased with them) 
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^V/ves d daughters of the Prophet Muham mad (^) 

Khadijah bint Khuwayled 

She was the first wife of the Prophet {^ 3 ^ -UJi 
and thus 'first lady' of Islam. Allah bestowed upon her His 
blessings. Once Prophet ^ told her that Gibriel 

brought to her greetings from Allah. He {^3 -uU -dli said 
on another occasion, "Four women are exalted above all the 
women of the world, Mary (Maryam), Asyyah (wife of 
Pharaoh), Khadijah (^ and Fatimah 

if^) (Prophet’s daughter)). Whenever the Prophet of Allah 
^3 AjIp aUi) was agonized by Disbelievers he came home and 
told Khadijah (^^ who consoled him in one way or 

the other. A deep affection had been developed for Khadijah 
(\^ 'J\ju -d)i ^j) in the heart of the Prophet (^3 ^ <Ui 
After her death he remembered her for the rest of his life and 
the other wives were envious of that. Whenever some superb 
meal was cooked or goat was slaughtered, he sent the food or a 
big piece of meat to Khadijah’s (i^ living friends. 

Khadijah (^^ was widow when she was married to 

the Prophet (jJUj <Ui and Abu Hala Tamimi was her 
first husband. 

MORAL: 

She was dear to Allah and His Prophet JU) 

for her firm belief and submission. All the women should find 
in her an example for them. It has been found also from her 
life that the woman must try to please her husband and console 
him when he is worried. Some women displease their 
husbands by frequent demands and to argue with. They must 
quit this habit to live a pleasant life. 

Sawdah Zam'a 

Sawdah was Prophet's JL#) second wife 

who was married to him after the death of Khadijah. Later she 
had surrendered her turn in favour of'Aishah. 'Aishah says that 
she never became envious of any woman but Sawdah. She said 
that whenever she saw Sawdah, she wished to be like her. Her 
former husband was Sakran ibn ‘Amr. 
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MORAL: 

LooL Sawdah's magnanimity, she disowned her day of 
turn for the co-wife (other wife of her husband) while the 
woman of today is jealous and spare no chance of quarrel with 
the other wife of her husband. Also look Aishah's good nature 
that she acknowledged Sawdah's large heartedness and always 

admired her. Today's practice is that women use foul language 
against the co-wives and put blame on them one way or the 
other. Women must produce in themselves the contentment of 
Sawdah and gratefulness of'Aishah. 

'AlShah bint Abu Bakr 

'Aishah was the dearest to the Prophet (fJUj Up 
of all his wives. She was his only wife who was not married 
previously. She had such wisdom and sagacity that very 
eminent Companions of the Prophet mJp Uli sought 
guidance from her. Once the Prophet (i^Uj JJi was 
asked by one of his Companions that which one of his wives 
he feels most attached to him. "‘Aishah” - he briefly answered. 

"And among men?" (Companions) he asked. 

"Aishah's father" the Prophet (^JUj aJ^ <Ui replied. 
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preserved usfrom the torment of the breath of fire.) 

and weeping continuously while repeating the verse. 
He waited until he tired but her condition did not change. He 
/eft to return later. When he went again after having settled 
some of his affairs, he found her as before weeping and 
praying. 

Hafsah bint 'Umar ibn Khttab 

Hafsah is another wife of the Holy Prophet (aJ^aUi^^ 
fJUj). She was the daughter of his trusted Companion 'Umar 
ibn Khattab Once the Prophet (J^j aJ^ 4JJ1 JLef) 

divorced her after having been displeased with her but had a 
recourse to her when Gibriel brought Allah's message. Gibriel 
told the Prophet aUi that Hafsah was the woman 

who fasted in the days and worshipped Allah at nights and that 
she would be his wife in Paradise. She had directed her brother 
Abdullah ibn 'Umar to give away some of her belongings as 
charity. She had endowed some land property for charity also 
and made the will for its management. 


MORAL: 

Look, Aishah was a woman after all, from whom very 
learned and wise men sought guidance. Today very few 
women have interest in reading books on religious subjects or 
learning from the scholers. They must read religious literature 
and develop desire to leam> 

'Afshah's Reciting from the Holy Quran 

Qasim Ibn Muhammad, a Companion of the Prophet 
(fJUj 4jl^ aJUi jU), has narrated that it was his routine to visit his 
aunt Aishah early in the morning and pay respects to her. One 
day when he went, Aishah was performing Chasht prayer 
(optional. mid-Moming Prayer) and was reciting the Koranic 
verse: “fjUi uiJa lili j lJa iUf jj*' 

(But Allah hath been Gracious unto us and 


MORAL: 

Look, the prizes of the piety that Allah himself 
intervened and sent His special messenger, Gibriel to settle the 
dispute. 

Zaynab bint Khuzaymah 

Zyanab 5 Khuzaymah was also one of Apostle's 
wives. She was very generous and kind hearted. 
She was known as the 'mother of the poor'. Her first husband 
had divorced her while her two husbands were killed 
consecutively, one 'Ubaidullah son of Harith in the battle of 
Badrand the other Abdullah son of Jahsh in the battle of 
(Jhud. She was 29 when the Prophet 4JJi^^)^ her 

fourth husband, took her in marriage. She was proud to be 
wife of the Messenger of Allah but unluckily she lived only 
eight months after the marriage. 
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Umni'^Salama (i^ J\juA i}\ ^j) bint Abi Umayyah 

Umm Salama had entered Islam in its early days with 
her husband, Abu Salama. Abu Salama was Prophet's 

first cousin (aunt's son) and foster brother. The couple 
endured many hardships in the way of Islam. They twice 
migrated to Abyssinia (Eithopia) in their effort to flee the 
oppressions they were being subjected to in Makkah. They 
returned safe and sound with their son Salama born in 
Abyssinia. Later they migrated to Madinah. There, Abu 
Salama was injured in an encounter with the Unbelievers and 
later succumbed to the injuries. Abu Salama, when living often 
made prayers to Allah that He might bless her (his wife) with 
the company a better husband than himself if he died. Both the 
spouses were in great love with each other. 

When Abu Salama died, Abu Bakr and 'Umar both 
sent proposal to take her in marriage but she declined. She. 
however, consented when the Prophet (j 4^ i jLfi 
proposed her. She was very kind-hearted. Once there was 
nothing left to give but some needy persons including men and 
women assembled outside her home insisting to be given 
something less or more. The maid asked them to leave but she 
stayed them and said to the maid, "They must be given 
something though it may be one piece of dried date to each 
one of them." 

MORAL: 

Look, she had nothing but the insistence from the 
indigents did not cause her frown while today ladies flare up if 
some needy may ask once more. They should never do so. It 
causes Allah's wrath. 

Zaynab (ti^ bint Jahsh 

Zaynab •. b Jahsh was Apostle’s (,^j Up dJi f,j-st 
cousin (his aunt's daughter). Being a member of the most 
honourable family of Makkah, she was all eligible to be 
married into a family equal In status to hers. But the 
Messenger of Allah (,a-jhad fostered another 
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thought In his mind. He firmly believed in breaking the old 
law that marriage could not take place between the partners 
not of equal status. Because Islam ended all distinctions 
proclaiming, 'dignity will only be based on piety and all pride 
are null and void except Islam*. 

He made the beginning from his own family and sent 
to 'Abdullah, the son of Jahsh the proposal to ask for his sister 
Zaynab in marriage for his adopted son Zayd. Both the brother 
and sister were hesitant to accept the proposal as being 
Qurayshites they did not consider Zayd equal in nobility 
because Zayd was a liberated slave. TTie slaves were accorded 
very inferior grade in that community. But when Allah’s clear 
message came in favour of His Apostle (jJ-»j Up Ut (Sura 
Ahzab) Zaynab consented and the marriage took place. But 
because Zaynab was not pleased over the marriage and she had 
only bowed to will of Allah and His Messenger, mutual 
understanding between the spouses could not develop. 

Zayd found it intolerable to linger on and not long 
after, seperation became unavoidable. The Apostle ( -Up Ui 
of Allah made every effort to prevent the disunion but the 
destined did took place. The Messenger (U-j Up U' was 
unhappy over the turn of events, particularly because the 
marriage had taken place on his proposal and insistence. It was 
his desire to console Zaynab and her brother Abdullah in some 
way. The thought hit his mind to take Zaynab in marriage by 
himself but it was not an easy task. 

Although it was forbidden to marry the wives of the 
sons 'sprung from their loins' forever but it was an 
established and strong social principle not to make a 
distinction between son by birth and sons by adoption. 
Because Zayd was Apostle's ({JL-j Uf- JU) adopted son and 
also because he had already four wives, the most that the 
Islamic law allows, apprehensions were there that the 
Hypocrites and the non-Muslims would raise a storm for 
breaking the 'norm of generations and the self proclaimed 
Islamic law'. He decided, however, to send the proposal. He 
did the same. Zaynab answered that she would seek guidance 
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from her Creator. 

One day when the Prophet (,»JL.j jUf) was talking 

with one of his wives, the power of the revelation over 
whelmed him and as it subsided, his first words were; "Who 
will go to Zaynab and tell her the glad tidings that Allah hast 
given her to me in marriage." Salma, a trusted maid of the 
household rushed to Zaynab's house. When she heard the long 
cherished tidings, she threw herself down in prostrating as a 
gesture of thankfulness to her Benefactor. 

She duly took pride before other wives that they were 
married by their parents formally while in her case marriage 
was announced in revealed verses of Quran ''fFe have married 
her to thee, (Sura Ahzab). 

Allah showered upon her even more blessings. The 
verses revealed, also said that in future adopted sons should be 
named after their father who begot them; and from that day 
Zayd was known as 2^yd ibn Harithah instead of Zayd ibn 
Muhammad, as he had been called ever since his adoption 
some thirty five years previously. So it was decided forever 
that there is no blood relationship between the adopter and the 
adopted. At the same time it was made clear that the 
permission, which Allah had given to His Prophet ( 4 JLp 

in virtue of his new marriage, to have more than four 
wives was for him alone, and not for all the Muslims. 
Moreover, his wives were given the title of *The Mother of 
the Faiihful\ and it was ordained that it would be an enormity 
in the eyes of Allah if, having been married to the Prophet, 
they should ever be given in marriage to another man. I f the 
believers wished to ask a favour of anyone of them, they must 
do so from behind a curtain. 

Zaynab was very generous. She was a skilled worker 
in leather and could make shoes and other hand made objects. 
All she earned in this way was for her a means of charity. She 
was a woman of great piety, who fasted frequently and kept 
long vigils. Once the wives asked the Prophet (jJL-j 4^ 
who, out of his wives would see him first in the Hereafter? 
(Which wife would die after him?). 
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"It is she whose hands are the longest" he said, and 
they all set to compare the length of their arms. Sawdah's arms 
were found longest. Zaynab had picked the point but she did 
not reveal it. When Zaynab died after the Prophet (-OH ^ 
it became evident to all of them that by long hands the 
Prophet meant the arms rendering alms 

generously. Allah and His Messenger both praised her 
generosity. 'Aishah once said about her that she did not know 
any woman, being more perfect in faith, more pious, more 
kind towards relations, more in rendering alms and more hard 
working in leather for the means of charity other than Zaynab. 
The Prophet aJp 4JJi said, "She was ever submissive 
and imploring to Allah." 

MORAL: 

The women must note the honours brought by 
generosity and hand skill. We should always seek guidance 
from Allah and never feel degraded doing hand labour and 
remember that worker is always rewarded. 

% 

Umm^Habibah ^j) bint Abu Sufyan 

Umm Habibah i ^ jjuj aJJi ^j) was daughter of Abu 
Sufyan, the renowned Quraysh chieftain who after years of 
animosity, entered Islam on the conquest of Makkah. His 
daughter Ramla was known Umm Habibah after her 
daughter Habibah from her husband 'Ubaidullah ibn Jahsh 
brother of Zaynab (another wife of the Prophet ( aJLp 

'Ubaidullah and his wife Ramla had entered Islam not 
long after the Prophet (^iJL*j aJLp proclaimed his 

Apostle-ship. They were included in the group of Muslims 
who migrated to Abyssinia. There her husband 'Ubaidullah 
turned apostate and entered Christianity, which resulted in 
their separation. Later, 'Ubaidullah died apostate. 
Umm Habibah was living alone with strong remembrance of 
her homeland Makkah. When the Prophet a^\ 

came to know her plight, he sent his envoy to the Nagus, ruler 
of Abyssinia under whose protection all the Muslim refugees 
were living, to propose her from him. After having taken 
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consent from Umm Habibah, he made all the arrangements 
and the ceremony of the marriage took place in the royal 
palace when all the remaining Makkan Muslims were the 
audience. Within days the Nagus sent her off in a very 
dignified manner to Madinah where the Prophet (aJLp ^ 
ftJuj) had settled years before and in those days was busy in the 
campaign of Khayber. 

MORAL: 

Her sacrifice was note worthy and rewarding. She left 
her hearth and home for her Faith. Allah bestowed upon her 
blessings and honours for all the pains she took in His way. 
She was married to the most honourable person on the face of 
earth. The arrangements of the wedding were made by a king. 
Therefore the women should note that the Faith never should 
be traded with luxurious living, false fame or prosperity. Every 
thing must be sacrificed for the Faith. 

Juwayriyah bint Al-Harith 

Juwayriyah was daughter of Harith, chief of 
Bani-Mustaliq, a Jews settlement not far from Madinah. When 
the Prophet Up4jUi got the intimation that 
Bani-Mustaliq were preparing to make a raid on Madinah, he 
decided to catch them unalerted. He led his troops consisting 
of one thousand Helpers and Emigrants. The Prophet (Ui JU 
jJ-. j Up) took them by a quick manoeuvre before they were 
prepared to setout. They surrendered without considerable 
resistance. Two hundred families were made captive. One of 
them was Juwayriyah, the daughter of Harith, chief of the 
defeated clan. She fell to the lot of a Helper Thabit ibn Qays. 

She offered him paying ransom for freedom. He 
agreed but demanded a high price, which she could not pay. 
She decided to ask for help from the Prophet Up U' 
who was in the apartment of'Aishah on that day. 'Aishaha 
opened the door and there she stood. 'Aishah once said 
afterwards, "She was a woman of great loveliness and beauty. 
No man looked on her but she captivated his soul." 


* 
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She entered the room and acquainted herself as 
daughter of the lord of the tribe before she requested to help in 


better than that." 


yo 


"What is better?" she said. 

"That I should pay your ransom and marry you" he 
answered. She gladly accepted his offer and came into 
wedlock with him. When the news spread that Bani-Mustaliq 
were now the Prophet's kinsmen by marriage, all of the 
Muslims set free their captives. About a hundred families were 
released. 'Aishah said, referring to Juwayriyah that she knew 
no woman else who brought a greater blessing to her people 
than Juwayriyah did. 

Juwayriyah was married previously and name of her 
former husband was Musafa ibn Safwan. Her father, brother 
and almost all the clan fellows entered Islam afterwards. 


MORAL: 


Look, how with auspiciousness of Islam a captive was 
made a respected wife of the Messenger of Allah. It is a matter 
of great importance that when the Prophet did not feel 
degraded to marry a captive, we should not be contemptuous 
towards the man or woman, if he takes her in marriage from a 
so called low family or brings a wife from abroad.This is the 
illness of mind and a sin. The Companions of the Prophet set 
example of faithfulness and Juwayriyah caused mercy on her 
people. 

Safiyyah bint Huyayy 

Safiyyah was a Jewess lady who had entered Islam 
before the Prophet (> proposed her. It is narrated 
that she was amongst the captives of Khayber, a strong hold of 
the Jews in the suberbs of Madinah, which had fallen to the 
Muslims after a fierce fighting. Her case resembles to that of 
Juwayriyah. When the division of the booty took place, Dihya 
Kalbi, a man of great beauty, (The Prophet ^ 

once said of him, "The most resembling to Gibriel of any man 
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/ have seen is Dihya Al-Kalhi. asked for Safiyyah as his 
share or part of the share. The Prophet (,4^j Up Ui ^-) agreed 
but, later on the advice of his associates, owing to her nobility, 
he paid her ransom and chose her to be his bride. 

She was descendant of Aaron (^^LJi a Messenger 
of Allah and brother of Musa (f’uJi a^) daughter of a noted 
Jewish lord Huyayy. Huyayy was one of die-hard opponents of 
the Muslims and his activities had inflicted heavy losses upon 
Muslims. Safi>yah was very wise and intelligent. Though her 
father, husband and kinsmen were killed in the battle of 
Khayberand she fell captive as a result of it but she voluntarily 
entered Islam and remained very loyal to the Prophet ( U' 

She was a good housekeeper and cooked very 
delicious meals. 'Aishah once said, "I know not a woman 
cocking food more delicious than Safiyyah." 

She was very affectionate to others. Once in the days 
of'Umar ibn Khattab, one of her maid complained to the 
Caliph against her that Safiyah had yet not forgotten the Sabt 
(Saturday - a sacred day for Jews) and that her 'take and give' 
with Jews was a regular event. The maid tried to produce an 
impression that the 'Mother of the Faithful' was not a perfect 
Muslim and her attachment to the Jews continues as ever. 
'Umar aUi went to inquire of the accusation. To the 
first question she said, "No, that is total false. Allah granted 
me Junta (Friday) in lieu of 'Sabt' (Saturday))' To the second 
question she said, "Yes, that is true because Jews are my kins 
and kindness to them is not against the Faith." 

She called her maid when 'Umar (-up ^ j) had 

left, and asked if she had caused that misconstruction. She 
confessed. 

"Who caused you do that." she asked. 

"Satan misled me." the maid said, timidly. 

"Go, I monumit you in the name of Allah." said the 
Mother of Faithful. 
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MORAL: 

The women must behold her forbearance and find in it 
an example for themselves and let their servants be pardoned 
if found responsible of any mistake. Punishment for every 
minor fault Is narrow- mindedness. The Prophet aJL)i 
(►i-j) left an example for us. He neither showed resentment for 
his personal cause nor took revenge from any one though it is 
lawful in Shariah to take revenge. 

The maid told the truth and did not try to cover up the 
matter by excuses. Today's woman generally puts 
responsibility on others, even though she herself is at fault. 

Maymunah (^^ bint Harith 

She was sister in law of ‘Abbas (Prophet's uncle) and 
was residing with them after her husband had died years ago. 
When the Prophet ((i-L-j *-ip v^) went to Makkah for Umrah 
(less pilgrimage) the year after the Treaty of Hudaybiah' in 
the company of hundreds of other Muslims, his uncle 'Abbas 
offered him in marriage his wife's sister, Maymunah. She was 
36 at that time and the Prophet aJLp aJJ» jUo i was 59. -He 
accepted his uncle's proposal. It was his last marriage. It is 
narrated that she did not demand the Mehir (Dower money 
which the husband is bound to pay to the wife) and went in to 
the wedlock with the Prophet a^ -dJi JU^). She said, "I 
present myself to be married to the Messenger of Allah 
without dower money." 


MORAL: 

The women must note her sense of choice. She 
surrendered ail material benefits for being married to the 
Apostle (i^L-jA-UAUi It is advisable for the women to 
prefer the Faith to every thing. Do not fall captivated by the 
worldly attractions. It is a habit of women that they need 
money at any cost and when get it are pleased and when do 
not, resort to complaining. 
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Daughters of the Prophet Muhammad 

((•^ j 

Zaynab 

Za}Tiab was the eldest of the Prophet's 

4^ 4U» four daughters. The Prophet -oji 

had been very affectionate to her. She was married to Abu’l-'As 
ibn Rab-‘i. Abu'I-‘As was Zaynab's first cousin, son of 
Khadijah's sister Hala. When Prophethood was conferred upon 
Muhammad his daughter Zaynab entered the 

radius, drawn by her father around the people who had 
testified, **There is no God but Allahy Muhammad 
jfJL-j), is His Messenger^* and were called Muslims or 
Believers. Abu'l-‘As, however remained out of the radiance of 
Guidance. The leaders of his clan put great pressure upon him 
to divorce the Apostle's daughter and in return promised him 
to arrange the bride of his choice. But he didn't. Later Zaynab 
went to Madinah with other emigrants. Abu'l-'As let her go 
with a heavy heart The news of her journey leaked and some 
miscreants of Quraysh followed them to bring her back. One 
of them, Habbar by name, galloped ahead brandishing his 
spear. Zaynab was troubled much on his arrival. The camel, 
she was mounted on was startled and she fell down from her 
howdah. She was expecting her third child and later she had a 
miscarriage. The after-effects were life lasting and disabled her 
to become mother of another child for the rest of the life. 

Not long after Hijra (Emigration to Madinah) 
Abu'l-'As came to Madinah and embraced Islam. His wife 
Zaynab, ever praying to Allah that He may turn his heart to 
Islam owing to the deep love between the spouses, was 
grateful to Allah, the Hearer, the Cherisher. The Prophet 

4 JU 1 ) allowed his daughter to reinstate the suspended 
bond of marriage. 

MORAL: 

O' women Just note her fidelity to the Faith that she left 
her home, homeland and the loving husband. She had to suffer 


. iVives A daughters of the Prophet Muhammad ( ^3^ / 03 

hardships and severe loss at the hands of pagans but She 
remained loyal to her belief. She made an example for the 
women that if husband is not on the right path, part your ways 
with and renounce the vanity, which blocks the way to the 
Guidance. 

Ruqayyah 

Ruqayyah was Prophet's second 

daughter. She was married to ‘Utba son of Abu-Lahab. 
Abu-Lahab was Prophet's uncle but had become his violent 
enemy and of Islam and its followers. Allah revealed a Koranic 
verse to expose his wickedness. Both father and the son did 
not enter Islam and 'Utba repudiated Ruqayyah on the 
incitement of his father. The Prophet {^3 aUi gave 
Ruqayyah in marriage to 'Uthman ibn 'AfT^. When the battle 
of Badr took place, Ruqayyah was seriously ill. 'Uthman had 
desire to fight but the Prophet {^3 dJi asked him to 
stay at home and take care of his sick wife. He told him that he 
would be rewarded equal to the participants. He marked him 
'Fighter of Badr' and gave him his share in the booty. 
Ruqayyah died on the day, the Muslims returned victorious 
from Badr. 

MORAL: 

Did you see O, women! • •. place of a woman in the 
Prophet's eyes that, taking care of her was rewarded equal to 
the fighting in the cause of Allah. That honour equally had 
owed to Ruqayyah's devotion. The women should be careful 
enough not to go near evils. Evils cause decline of the Eeman 
(Faith). 

Umm-e-Kulthum 

Umm-e-Kulthum was Prophet's ( 

(JL<j 4^) third daughter. She too, was married like her sister to 
other son of Abu-Lahab, 'Utaiba. 'Utaiba too like his brother, 
divorced Umm Kulthum. 

When her elder sister, Ruqayyah died, she was given 
in marriage to 'Uthman. A narratable situation had arisen on 
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that occasion. Hafsah (v^ 4 D 1 ^j), 'Umar’s daughter ha^| 

become widow when she was only 18 and 'Umar 

offered 'Uthman to take her in marriage who was very 
disconsolate after the death of Ruqayyah but he refused. 'Umar 
was hurt by his refusal. He then went to Abu Bakr whom he 
counted his best friend and made to him the same offer. His 
evasive answer disappointed him even more. He went to the 
Prophet 4 -U) and gave vent to his grievance. 
"Behold", said the Prophet dJi j^) "j will show you a 

belter son-in-law than 'Uthman, and I will show him a better 
fether-in-law than you." "So be it," said 'Umar with a glee on 
face. He, in a moment's reflection found that the better man 
referred to was none other than the Prophet who would 
himself take Hafsah in marriage and who would become, for 
the second time, the father in law of'Uthman by giving him in 

marriage Ruqayyah's sister Umm-e-Kulthum. Later it was done 
so. 

MORAL: 

The Prophet (jO-j *lli j^) marked a good status for 
Umm Kulthum. Being rewarded by the Prophet 
(JL-j) was just because of her adherence to Islam and to have 
given up worldly vanities. So the women should keep Eeman 
(faith) intact. 

Fatimah tuz-Zahra 

Fatimah tuz-Zahra ^u; 4 iJi was youngest in 

age of all her sisters but highest in grades. She was dearest to 

her father of all her daughters. He once said, "Fatimah is like 

soul and heart to me." Once he said, "Fatimah will be leader of 

the women in Paradise." he further said, "What troubles 

Fatimah, it troubles me as well." He confided only to Fatimah 

during his last days that he would die of that illness. She wept 

to hear that but the Prophet (f^j 4 ^ aUi whispered to her 

that she would follow him which brought delight on her face 

and she smiled. The Prophet's 4jUi wives pressed 

her much to disclose that secret, but she didn't. She revealed, 
however after his death. 
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Details of her marriage to Ali have been reported in the 
Ahadith (collection of Prophet's j -gu -OH sayings). 

MORAL - 1 

All the Prophet's love to her owed to her commitment, 
her endurance and contentment. The women should take the 
same path. They will become dear to the Prophet ( 

MORAL - 2 

As has been mentioned earlier the Prophet ( 

(JL-;) had eleven wives and all except 'Aishah were widows or 
divorcees. Two of the Prophet’s daughters Ruqayyah and 
Umm Kulthum were wedded to the same person 'Uthman, 
one after the death of other. The widows or divorcees should 
not be restrained to be married again. That is not the Islamic 
way. If it were a fault or unethical, why the widows in the 
Prophet’s (|^j Up Ui ^jLp) family would have been taken or 
given in marriage. 

Some short sighted Muslims, under the influences of 
Hindus, discourage the widows to be married. It has become 
less or more a religious obligation in the Hindus of India to 
restrict the widows to be married. The Hindu windows, 
however lived chaste and modest for the rest of their life and 
never fell to fowl play. But their example is not applicable on 
today's widows. It is advisable to get the widow married again 
as soon as possible after she has completed the 'Iddatt- 
(prescribed period of 130 days, after the death of the husband, 
which a Muslim woman is bound to wait before she enters a 
new wedlock.) 

Lady of Paradise 

It was the sixth year since Muhammad ) 

had been decorated with the Prophethood. He had launched his 
preaching mission but his own clan was impeding his way. 
People of Ouraysh were trying every trick to trouble him. One 
day he was performing prayers in the Ka'bah when on the 
instigation of the pagans of Makkah Aqaba ibn Moeet brought 
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the entrails of camel and placed on his nape of the neck when 
he was prostrating. Some one told Fatimah v\ho was then just 
six years old. She came running and removed the stuff and 
cursed upon the Unbelievers. She, in so early age beheld the 
tribulations and torments, the Prophet (j^jaJLpUJ' JL>) was 
being subject to. The Prophet (^JL-j vU <U« j^) awarded her the 
title of'Lady of Paradise'. It has been reported that the Prophet 

aA}' once said, "on the Doom’s Day a voice will be 
heard, saying 'Lower your heads, Fatimah bint Muhammad is 
being escorted along." Then Fatimah will cross the pathway to 
Paradise in a flash leading seventy thousand Hoars (Heavenly 
women). Another saying of the Prophet (j,-L-j a,!^ Aiit is 
reported to have told, "Fatimah is my soul and heart. Who 
hurts Fatima's heart does it to me." 

The saying of the Prophet (^JL-j aJI^ aJUj where 
addresses those who bear malice towards Fatimah. there, refers 
to those too, who brag to implement life style of Fatimah but 
their practice is contrary to that. It should be known to such 
imposters that Fatimah was so conscious of being away from 
public eyes that she had made the will before she died that her 
funeral might be carried out at night. 

Some westernized ladies, by praising the life of 
Fatimah. are just meeting their political requirements, Fatimah 
tuz-Zahrah whose father was master of the lands and the 
oceans and could give all vanities of the world to his daughter 
in dowry if wished so but he gave only a few objects. Fatimah 
surrendered every thing in this world to choose better life of 
the Hereafter. Will the ladies, educating others to follow the 
Fatimah's way of life, observe the same in their own 
households. 



Chapter No.3 



The Women Who Saw and Heard the 

Prophet -gu. .031 

(May Allah bestow His blessings upon them ) 
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Sittings of women without any proper purpose may 
cause undesirable events to occur. Therefore a genuine 
objectivity should always be working behind the sittings of 
women and their gatherings. 


My established opinion is that only that gathering of 
women should be allowed which may lie in the circumference 
of Islamic code of life. The women should be taught not to 
make special preparation to participate in the gatherings and 
prefer to go in their home dress. 

(Ashraf-ul^Mamoolat) 


(Islah-ur-Rusoom) 

(Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi) 


Leading Ladies 

Halimah Sa'diah 

Halimah Sa'diah was the foster mother of the Prophet 
Muhammad ^). When the Prophet ( 4 ^ 4 AJ, ju, 

f^j) was engaged in the campaign to Taif, Shaymah daughter 
of Halima Sa'diah went to see the Prophet (^j aJU. with 

her husband and son. The Prophet j au aii paid great 

respect to her and spread his gown for them to be seated. They 
ali had entered Islam. 
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MORAL: 

As we know, she had a very close relationship with the 
Prophet all but she knew that without having 

entered Islam, forgiveness would not be granted. The lesson 
lies in the event is that pride of being saint's progeny could not 
be a reason of forgiveness. Always remember at least, if you 
have strong Faith and have fulfilled all requirements of Reman 
(Faith), Then your pious parents or the offspring may 
mercifully be granted permission to beseech Allah for your 
forgiveness. Otherwise merely relations and connections shall 
not work. 


Umm-e-Ayman 

Her name was Barakah and was called Umm Ayman 
after her sop Ayman. She was once a slave who was inherited 
to Muhammad (jU-j ^ after the demise of his father 

‘Abdullah, hfe afterwards set her free and married to Zayd ibn 
Haritha, his protege, once slave later monumitted and adopted 
by him. The Prophet 4 ^treated her like his 
mother and visited her from time to time. Once she offered 
him a cup containing some thing to drink. He excused but she 
insisted out of mother like love she had with the Prophet ( 

Abu Bakr and 'Umar continued visiting her, after -the 

Prophet 4 Jp had died. She wept to remember him 

when she saw Abu Bakr or 'Umar. 
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MORAL: 

O, women! just imagine her status whom the Prophet 

went to visit and thereafter very distinguished 
Companions paid respects to her. She was graced for she had 
tended the Prophet ((JLj aJIp aDi in his childhood and was a 
perfect Muslim. Today, service to the Prophet ^ aAJ’ 
can lie interpreted by fortifying Islam, teaching other women 
good manners, imparting your children teachings of Islam and 
standing yourself steadfast. 

Umm-e-Sulaym 

She was the Sahabyah, wife of a Companion Abu 
Talha and mother of Anas (May Allah bless him), a devoted 
servant of the Prophet. The Messenger of Allah (a^ a 1J« ju 
(JL-j) treated her very respectfully and visited her home from 
time to time. It is narrated that the Prophet had 

once dreamt her in Paradise. She was very patient woman. An 
inspiring event is narrated relating to her that once her son 
died. Her husband had returned home from some campaign the 
same night. She, unbelievably, composed herself and did not 
let her husband even feel that such a shocking incident had 
taken place. When he asked about the boy, she answered that 
he was at rest. It was true, as he was free from all kind of 
troubles and restlessness. Her husband got satisfied and did 
not probe anymore. He had his meals and then showed the 
desire to sleep with her. She offered no reluctance and 
conceded at once. She asked him, after he had retired to bed, if 
the owner wanted back the thing given on loan whether it 
ought to have been returned or not. The husband 
spontaneously answered that the thing should have been 
returned. "Then, be patient for the child. He is no more in this 
world." She said, holding the tears to ooze out. 0 aJi uijaUui 

(**Lo! We are Allah*s and Lol Unto Him we are 
returning, **) he said pointing to the sky and asked her wife a 
bit angrily why she did not tell him as he had arrived. Later, 
she told the Prophet the whole story, who begged Allah to 
grant her another child. She was conceived the same night and 
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a son was born to her who was named 'Abdullah. He grew into 
a known scholar and very learned men descended from him. 

MORAL: 

O' women, look her style and leam lesson of patience 
from her. Learn how the tired husbands should be provided 
comfort and relief. Look, how she appeased her husband 
before she informed him of the woeful event. You saw, how 
graciously and how soon she was blessed for her patience. She 
was granted the replacement in the shape of a better child 
whose descendants were high scholars. 

Umm-e-Haram 

She too, was a Sahabyah and sister of afore-mentioned 
Umm Sulaym. She was also aunt of the Prophet ( 

(iJL-j) on the side of his mother and he frequently visited her 
home. One day he had a slumber after he took meals in her 
home. When he awoke, gleeful, he told that he had a vision in 
which he found his people attired in kingly dress, embarking 
the ship for Jihad (holy war). Umm Haram implored the 
Prophet (|•i--JAJPAJJl^JLp) to pray Aliah that He might cast her in 
those people. The Prophet A-i^ aJJi made the 
supplication and again he was claimed by sleep. He awoke a 
little later, smiling and narrated another dream similar to the 
former. She again wished, the Prophet might 

intercedavjthAllah that He put her amongst those people. He 
told that she would be in the formers. Afterwards her husband 
‘Ubadah went on a sea-journey accompanied by her. After 
having been disembarked from the ship she mounted a horse 
who made a sudden flight and she fell down, dead. 

MORAL: 

It was her wish to give her life in the way of Allah so 
she besought Allah that she might be included with the people 
who were setting out for Jihad, She knew that journey for 
Jihad is equal to Jihad itself and being dead or killed while on 
journey is rewarded like martyr. Her commitment gives the 
women a lesson not to feel troubled on minor happenings. 
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They should be patient and show contentment and they wilf^ 
rewarded. 

Umm-e-Abd 

She was mother of the noted Companion of the 
Prophet (n-Uj ^ 41)1 J^) Abdullah ibn Masud ( 4 ^ 4Di 
She was so closely associated with the Prophet's ( 4 ^^ 4 AJ 1 
household that she was regarded as their family member. 

MORAL: 

Her closeness with the Prophet's 
family was caused by Islam. O' women if you remain loyal to 
the Faith you shall be granted closeness with the Prophet 
j,!-j4Jp4i)i) on the Doom's Day. 

Mother of Abu Dhar Ghiffari 

Abu Dhar Ghiffari was a distinguished Companion. 
Earlier, when he heard of the Prophet (jjL-j 4jL^ a) 1 
curiosity brought him to Makkah to know the facts. He entered 
Islam after he had observed by himself the truth. He told the 
whole truth to his mother when he returned his homeland. She 
I too, embraced Islam. 

MORAL: 

It was her piety that as she found the truth, she did not 
hesitate a'moment to accept it. She did not permit their 
ancestor's beliefs to cause impediments. There is a lesson in ii 
for you. O' women! That when you find the truth, let not the 
family customs to be observed. Follow only the Islamic way of 
life. 

Mother of Abu Hurayrah 

Abu Hurayrah was very prominent among the people 
of the Bench (Asshab-i-Suffah). He had dedicated his life Xo 
the .service of Islam and the Prophet 4^-tUi ^). But to his 

great dismay, his mother had not entered Islam. He however 
was working on her to induce her to Islam. One day her 
reaction grieved him much and he went to the Prophet (4D1 JL^ 
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weeping. He implored to the Messenger of Allah to 

pray that Allah might bestow upon her the blessing of 
Guidance. The Apostle aJa aii raised his hands and 
supplicated there and then, that Allah might give her wisdom. 
A gleeful Abu Hurayrah returned home and found her mother 
bathing. He waited for her who came out with the 
proclamation, "I testify that there is no God but Allah, and 
Muhammad (^j 4 ^^ a)i is His Messenger." Abu Hurayrah 
wept out of joy. He hastened to go to the Prophet (^ 4 JU 1 
^j) and told him the glad tidings. 

MORAL: 

O' women, look the blessings caused by the 
good-natured progeny. So, you must impart your children the 
Islamic teachings, it will enlighten your mind too. 

Asma bint Umays 

She was wife of Abu-Bakr, Prophet's (jO-j 4 ^ dJi 
most trusted Companion. When the Muslims emigrated to 
Abyssinia, she was one of the emigrants. Then she emigrated 
to Madinah with the other Muslims. The Prophet ( 4 JU. aJUi 

^j) gave her the good tidings, "You had twice emigrated and 
you shall be rewarded." 

MORAL: 

Look O women! she left her home for her Faith. You 
must not get weary If ever have to struggle for the sake of 
Faith. 

Mother of Hudhayfah 

Hudhayfah, one of the Companions, narrated "Once 
my mother asked me how many days were gone since I had 
seen the Prophet 4 , 1 ^ 4 iJi i told her and she was 
displeased with me, as I could not have visited the Prophet 

for some days. Hudhayfah told, continuing his 
statement "I, however promised that I would go and perform 
evening prayer behind him so that I could beg l)im to invoke 
Allah that He might bestow upon us mercy and forgiveness. 
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Hence f went and performed evening and night prayers under 
his leadership. When, after the night prayer, he rose to go 
home, I paced by. He. feeling my presence, asked, if I was 
Hudhayfah. "Yes, it is, O, Messenger of Allah 

"May Allah bestow upon you and your mother 
forgiveness. Is there any thing I could do for you." The 
Prophet asked very affectionately." 

MORAL: 

Look, the good-natured woman was the well-wisher of 
her son. She asked him whether he had visited the Prophet 

or not. O, women! Watch your children to see 
whether they attend the meetings of pious elders to learn from 
them the teachings of Islam. Good company brings grace to 
the attendants. 

Fatimah bint Khattab 

Fatimah was 'Umar's sister who entered Islam before 
he, with her husband Sa'id ibn Zayd. 'Umar had not entered 
Islam yet, and they both were keeping secret their new faith in 
fear of facing 'Umar's wrath, who was then . a violent 
opponent to Islam and its followers. One day he got intimation 
that his sister Fatimah and brother in law Sa-‘ld had become 
followers of Muhammad He headed their 

home, filled with rage. When he knocked and called out his 
sister to open the door, they were reciting the verses of the 
Holy Quran. They, being frightened hid the papers. He fell on 
his brother-in-law and when Fatimah came in defence of her 
husband, 'Umar smote her a hard blow, which broke her skin, 
and the bieeding started. "It is even so," said Fatimah In a firm 
voice, pressing the Injury with the comer of her gown to stop 
bleeding. "We believe in Allah and His Apostle. Yes, we were 
reading Quran, so do what you will." 'Umar, shaken already by 
the answering tone of his sister and too, was sorry for his 
misbehaviour, asked for the script to read. When he read, after 
having purified himself, it broke into his heart. He burst in to 
tears and begged them to take him to the Prophet of Allah 

to testify that "there is no God but Allah and 
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Muhammad is His Messenger." 



MORAL: 

O' women! Learn lesson from her resolution. It is the 
style of yours to set aside the Faith for minor benefits and 
observe the family customs against 'Shariah'. Henceforth, be 
resolute not to go against the 'Shariah'. 


A woman belonged to Ansar 

It has been reported by ibn Ishaque that the husband, 
father and brother of an Ansariyah (native of 
Yathrab-Al-Madinah) were killed in the battle of Uhud. When 
she heard of them, she only asked if the Prophet ( 4UJ\ 

was all right. When told that, he was, she said firmly 
pointing towards the sky. "Then death of none could cause 
grief to me, if Allah wills". 


MORAL: 

Glory be to Allah, how much she bore devotion and 
reverence to the Prophet If you wish to have 

love for the Prophet abide by the rules and 

laws set by Shariah'. It shall produce love for the Prophet < 

which would bring you closer to the Prophet i 
in paradise. 


Umm Al-Fadal Lubabah bint Harith 

Umm AI-Fadal was the aunt of the Prophet 
wife of his uncle Abbas, mother of‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas. 
Ibn Abbas once said that he and his mother were among the 
beneficiaries of the verse of the Holy Quran, A s for 

those whom the angels take (in death) while they wrong 
themselves, (the angels) will ask, in what were ye engaged? 
They will say, we were oppressed in the land. (The angels) 
will say, was not Allah *s earth spacious that ye could have 
migrated there in? As for such, their habitation will be Hell, 
an evil journey *s end. Except the feeble among men, and the 
women and the children, who are unable to devise a plan 
and are not shown a way'* (Sura An~Nisa - The Women: 
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97^98), "We were among those daunted people, as I was feeble 
child and my mother, a woman." He furhter said. 

MORAL: 

ft was due to her good intention that despite living 
among the hostile Unbelievers she refrained from evils by the 
grace of Allah. O' women! You, too should make intention to 
act in accordance with the rules of the Faith. It is thence that 
your helplessness may be honoured. 

Umm-e-Sulayt Ansari^ah 

Once 'Umar aJUi was giving away sheets of 
cloth to the women of Madinah. One sheet was left ungiven. 
He sought advice, to whom it should have been given. Some 
people favoured to be given to his wife, Ali's daughter Umm 
Kulthum but "‘Umar gave it to Umm Sulayt. He 

said, "Umm Sulayt is the most deserving of it. She is a 
dedicated woman. She would be carrying water-skin in the 
battle of Uhud and watering the injureds". 

MORAL: 

Look, how righteously she strove for the cause of 
Allah and for that ‘Umer credited her. While, on the other hand 
our engagements do not let us say five prayers a day. 

Hala bint Khuwayled 

Hala was the Prophet's aJLp sister-in-law, 

sister of his wife Khadijah. Once she came to see him and 
asked from outside if she might enter. Her voice was quite 
similar to that of Khadijah and it reminded the Prophet 

of his late wife. He was shaken but collected himself 
the very moment, and wished that she might be Hala. 

MORAL: 

His wish indicated that the Prophet j aJIp aUi J^) 
had a deep love for Khadijah. The relationship of sister-in-law 
is itself not less important but his love owed to the 
commitment, Khadijah and Hala had to the Faith. O' women! 
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Be sincere with your belief, Allah and His Messenger shall be 
pleased with you. 

Hind bint Utbah 

Hind was wife of Abu Sufyan, mother of Muawyah, 

Prop ets((U-»j^<U'^^) brother in law. She, once said to the 

Prophet (^j that she did not want any one else to 

be disgraced more than himself, before she had entered Islam, 

but after her Islam no one was more respectable than him in 

her eyes. The Prophet ((U-j 4U1told her that the same 

was to him. 

MORAL: 

By her statement, she proved herself true and earnest 
while also it indicated her devotion to the Prophet (-uU 4JU1 

The Prophet ^ aUi too, had a good opinion for 
her. O' women! Always behave sincerely and honestly and 
develop love and devotion for the Prophet ^ and 

strive to make the Prophet -Oh JU) pleased with you. 

Umm-e-Khalid ait ^j) 

# 

Umm Khalid was among the emigrants to Abyssinia. 
She was yet a child then. Thereupon, with her parents she 
emigrated to Madinah. One day her father took her to the 

Prophet She was wearing a yellow shirt. An 

embroidered shawl was placed there with the Prophet ( ah jlp 
(> bj 49U). He put it on her head and told her that it looked very 
pretty. Then he wished that she might live to use the shawl 
until it got worn-out. The supplication meant she might live 
long. It has been narrated that no other woman was known to 
be older than she. Her long life was talk of the town. Once, 
when she was a child she went to the Prophet j aJ^ 
with her father. There, she caught sight of the Seal of the 
Prophethood on his back and she began to fondle it. Her father 
forbade her but the Prophet said, "Let her play." 


MORAL: 

She was very fortunate indeed. O' women! Remember, 
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adhering to the Faith signifies putting on the shawl of the 
Prophet (|4-j4^4lii^) as the Quran declares piety, the 
covering for Muslims. If you like to have this wealth, stick to 
the Faith and be pious. 

Safiyyah bint Abdul Muttalib 

Safiyyah was the aunt of our Prophet (,.1 -j^ju-aJUi ^) 
on his father's side. When his uncle Hamzah was slain in the 
battle of Uhud, the Prophet (f,l^j 4 ^ ^) said, "1 would not 

have buried Hamzah's body rather left it open to be devoured 
by the beasts and he would arise from in their bellies on the 
Day of Resurrection but vision of aggrieved Safiyyah had 
prevented me." 

MORAL: 

We have found that the Prophet (jii-jAj^4JiJi ha^j g 

place for Safiyyah in his heart which was due to her loyalty to 
the Faith. O' women! fake the path of Safiyyah. Be honest and 
sincere with the affairs of Faith to cause the Prophet (4Ji ^ 
r^j pleased with you. 

Wife of Abu-al-Haythum 

Abul-Haythum was one of the Companions. He was 
comparatively well off amongst the poor Muslims. One day 
the I^phet 4-k 4Ji had nothing to eat. When the pang 

of starvation intensified, he went to Abul-Haythum's home to 
have something to eat. He was not at home, gone to fetch 
drinking water. His wife, however, was very pleased to see the 
Prophet (fJUj 4 gi^ AUt jU) as guest. She received with great 
respect and seated him. Meanwhile her husband came who 
was even more glad to find the Prophet 4 ^ 4 JJ 1 jp 
home. He arranged immediately for the feast and served. 

MORAL: 

If the Prophet * 4 ^ 4 II 1 Jo) were not sure of her 
hospitality, he would have returned to find her husband away. 

It appears that he knew that part of her character. Arrival of the 
Prophet (JL-j dii JU) was an auspicious event for every 
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Muslim and being host to him was a matter of great pride. 
Hospitality was a characteristic of Arab Society. O' women! 
Welcome the guests when so ever they arrive and never frown 
or treat them miserly. 

Asma bint Abu Bakr 

Asma was Prophet's sister in law, elder sister of 
‘Aishah. When the Prophet (jO-j ^ dJi j^) and her father Abu 
Bak r were hiding in a cave in the Mount of Thawr before 
they would set out to the Hijra (emigration to Madinah), Asma 
brought a bag of provisions but had forgotten, in haste, to 
bring a rope. So she took off her girdle and divided it into two 
lengths, using one to tie the bag to her father's saddle and 
keeping the other for her. Thus it was that she earned the title 
"She of the two girdles*' from the Prophet j -uU aSSs > 

MORAL: 

She made her girdle defective for the relief of the 
Prophet A^ dll which indicated degree of devotion 
and love she had for the Prophet (|» X .«»^ a^S' <■» )_ women! 
fidelity and devotion to the Faith should be up to such a level 
that we must not be hesitant to surrender the relief and luxury 
of this world for the same in the Hereafter. 

Umm-e-Ruman 

Umm-e-Ruman (i^ was Prophet’s 

mother in law, 'Aishah's mother. One of the 
Hypocrytes had spread slander against 'Aishah and some 
simple-minded Muslims were also taken in. The Prophet ( ^ r 

resorted to avoid 'Aishah. 'Aishah went to her 
parent’s house on the permission of the Prophet {a^ *15^ 

She was there when Allah revealed verses to declare her 
innocent. The Prophet ((*X-j recited the verses and 

said, "0, ‘Aishah! Praise Allah, He has testified your purity." 
Umm Ruman said to ‘Aishah, ’’Rise and go to the Messenger 

of Allah for thankfulness.’’ But she said that she would praise 
Allah only. 

Umm Ruman had been in the state of shock on that 
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tragic incident but she never uttered a word to complain of the 
Prophet's behaviour. 

MORAL: 

Such a patience and composure on the part of women 
seems very surprising. Because on such occasions some less or 
more utterance is natural to be made. As, she could have said, 
that the Messenger distanced himself from her daughter for 
nothing and when her daughter was exculpated, she could 
show her anguish and would say that her innocent daughter 
was accused and her seasoned husband who was also the 
Prophet ^ too fell prey to the suspicions. O' 

women! It is a piece of advice for you that in case of any 
misunderstanding between your daughters and their in laws, 
never extend unjust support to your daughters and do not 
quarrel with their in laws on behalf of them. In the 
above mentioned case, there lies the story of yet another 
woman Umm Mistah whose son was involved with others in 
spreading slander against ‘Aishah. She cursed upon Mistah, 
her own son in Aishah's favour. Look her love for truth. She 
stood by 'Aishah against her own son. 

Umm-e-Atfyyah 

Umm-e-Atiyyah was too, a Sahahyah. She participated 
in six Ghazwat (battles which were led by the Prophet). She 
nursed the sick soldiers and dressed the wounds of the 
injureds. She was devoted to the Prophet ((U-j mUi 

whenever she spoke his name, she added to it "J would give 
my mother and father for thou in ransom." 

MORAL: 

O' women! Strive for Been (Islam) and devote yourself 

to the Prophet (j*l-.> -dli J^). 

« 

Barirah 

She was once, a slave. ‘Aishah paid her 

price and set her free. She resided in ‘Aishah's home and 
tended her and the Prophet 4Ji Qnce some meat 


Leading Ladies _ 81 

was sent to Barirah from some where and the Prophet ( 

too, ate from it. 

MORAL: 

To serve to the Prophet is a great 

felicity for a Muslim. The Prophet j aJU» trusted fully 
in her love and devotion so he ate without reluctance. He knew 
that she would be pleased by his that jesture. O* women! today 
service and love to the Prophet can be 

interpreted by supporting Deen (Islam). 

Fatimah bint Abi Hubaysh, 

Hamnah bint Abi Jahsh 

Wife of Abdullah ibn Mas'ud 

The above-mentioned three women asked the Prophet 
4 U 1 about some problems and his answers had 
greatly relieved the Muslim women in particular. Fatimah and 
Hamnah (sister-in-law of the Prophet j a-U aMs asked 

about the menstruation and the last one had asked about 

* 

charity. 

MORAL: 

0, Women! Whenever you are in a fix or confusion 
concerning some religious matter, consult some pious and 
learned religious scholar. If some sort of privacy is involved, 
scholar's wife should go between. 

Comments of a Sahabyah on Purdah (veil) 

It has been reported by Abu Dawud that son of a 
woman went to a campaign with the Prophet ^JUr jLe») 

but did not return when the others came back. His mother, 
very anxiotssly went to the Prophet (jJL-j aJU- aJJ« and asked 
what had happened to his son. The Prophet ((JL-j a^ Ajjt 
told her that her son had died martyr. Naturally, she was 
shaken to hear the news of her son's death but she held herself. 
The people saw she was putting on veil and covering herself in 
that state of shock also. Some one asked, o’ woman! You came 
so distressed but yet not forgot to put on veil”. The woman 
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answered Nery patiendv: ijji J') 

M\ son is dead bwi no shame " 

fAbt/ Duw'iid - Kiiah-iil-Jiiiad) 

Mother of Anas ibn Malik (i^ Ju;4JJi ^;) 

Anas (May Allah bless him) was a noted Companion. 
He got associated with the Prophet when still 

a child. Absolutely submissive, he remained aleft to work for 
and listen to the Prophet <dJi He was very dear to 

the Prophet and he had a joke with him 

occasionally. Once, he called him. O' person, with two ears". 
The specific word for it in Arabic means, the obedient and the 
joke is that every person bears two ears. His mother, Umm 
Sulaym, a knowm Sahabyah, did great jobs for Islam. Anas 
said that the best his mother could do for him was to place him 
in Prophet's service, where he was obliged to 

grow a good person. Umm Sulaym was a native of Yathrib 
(Al-Madinah). She entered Islam before her husband. Malik. 
Anas's father. Anas was still a child when her mother taught 
him the Kalimah, (The statement which is proclaimed to 
become a Muslim) which displeased her husband, Malik. He 
took notice of it and said, "You, already have abandoned the 
faith of the forefathers and now you are after the child to 
convert him, apostate." 

"He is an innocent child, I wish, you too, may enter 
Islam." But Malik did not embrace Islam and was killed 

non-Muslim while on journey. Umm Sulaym received many 

% 

proposals from notables to take her in marriage but she 
declined, saying that her son was yet very young. When the 
Prophet aJp- d)'JL p) emigrated to Madinah, Anas was ten. 
Her mother wanted to see him prominent among the men. She 
knew, rio association could help her purpose served, save of 
the Prophet {,, 1 -j-uU aJL)( j^). So, she took him to the 
Messenger of Allah -d)' and said, "O' Apostle of 

Allah JL^), I wish \ou to keep him." the Prophet 

agreed and Anas started to reside with them. 

He was an intelligent bo> and learned swiftl\ He observed 
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keenly what the Prophet said and practised and 

fixed them in mind. He was a devoted follower of the Prophet 

You see, Allah, the Gracious bestowed upon 
him His blessing and he came to be counted among the 
distinguished Companions. Many of the Prophet’s (-uU 
^y)AhadUh (sayings) are attributed to him. The Muslims 
read and learn Islam from them. Anas himself admitted that 
had his mother not placed him with the Prophet (aJp 
he would have been in a great loss. 


Sumayyah bint Khubbat 

Sumayyah, her husband Yasir and son Ammar all three 
had entered Islam in the very beginning. Abu-Jahl and the 
otherNon-MusIims of Makkah persecuted them. They made 
them lay on sizzling sand. When they groaned under distress, 
the Prophet ((J--j came to console them. Saying, 

"O'family of Yasir, I have glad tidings for you, tidings of 
forgiveness and Paradise." One day they drove their 
oppression to extremity. Abu-Jahl and his accomplices tied 
both Sumayya's legs to the saddles of two camels and drove 
them to opposite directions, launching at the same lime javelin 
into her groin. Sumayyah died the first ever martyr of Islam. It 
was a woman who got the credit of first blood in the way of 
Islam. When, on the day of Badr. Abu-Jahl was slain, the 
Prophet (,*I-*j 4 -U aUi said to Ammar ibn Yasir, "Behold, 
Allah has settled the case of the assassin of your mother." 


Zanirah Sahabyah ^;) 

Zanirah was a staunch Muslim woman. She got blind 
sometime after she had entered Islam. Polytheists of Makkah 

1 

taunted her, saying that lat and o-jzah had blinded her. But she 
always replied that, it was from Allah. Idols have no 
knowledge who worships them. The Prophet (A-j ,. 5 ^^) 

made supplication to Allah and He restored her vision. The 
Mon-Muslims of Makkah tortured her to bleeding but she said. 
"Come what may, if 1 may even be killed, I shall not betray my 
Faith." Her eyes had partly suffered by that distress. She also 
took part in battles riding on horse with her husband, Zubayr. 
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Ni^iyah bint Jundub 

Najiyah. a wom^n of outstanding beauty and wisdom 
belonged to Banu-Aslam, a Helper (Ansar) household. She 
was an eloquent oratoress. She visited, twice in a month, 
different tribes in the outskirts of Madinah to preach to the 
women. She carried the women with her rosy words. She 
loved preaching and by her constant efforts, she converted one 
hundred and twelve women. She took interest in social affairs 
also and helped settle minor disputes and solve problems faced 
by people. If any woman fell ill, she tended her. She was a 
good fighter, too. She fought with her sword in the battle of 
Yermuk and her courage and wisdom played a considerable 
part in the victory. 

Divine help for Safiyyah bint Umaysti^^^ju^ai 

Safiyyah b Umays was a loyal maid of'Umar ibn 
Khattab. She entered Islam soon after the arrival of the 
Muslims in Madinah. She was patient in nature but staunch in 
her Faith. An event attributed to Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas, 
concerning her has been reported in the book Rodat-ul-Ahbab, 
which allegedly was narrated by Safiyyah herself. Reportedly, 
she says, "One day I went to the Prophet ^ i and 

after having greeted him, I related the very surprising event 
took place before my eyes. It was early morning when I set out 
to fetch fuel wood. When I collected and bundled them, it 
appeared to me too heavy to be carried home. I sat there 
puzzled what to do when a rider descending from the sky came 
into my sight. He landed not far from me and paid me respects. 
Guessing that I could nbt lift the bundle, he told me to leave 
the bundle on the rock and spoke to that rock to take the 
bundle to 'Umar's home. I stood there, wonderstruck to see that 
the rock started moving carrying the bundle. The rider 
vanished but not before we reached 'Umar's home. Hearing 
this, the Propht rose on his feet to go and see 

himself the effect® of the arrival of the rock. He said, "Allah 
aggrandized a woman of my Ummah (people) to the status of 
Maryam (Mary). 
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Uitim-e-Waraqah and Imt 

longing for Martyrdom 

In the days of the Prophet martyrdom 

was regarded like eternal life, therefore every Muslim male 
and female had their hearts filled with longing to be graced 

with martyrdom. Umm Waraqah was a Sahabyah, In the battle 
of Badr she begged the Prophet (jJL-j aU? to grant her 
the permission to participate in the Jihad. She said, 
"0, Messenger of Allah, I shall be tending the sick and 

injureds. It may be, Allah awards me the martyrdom." The 
Prophet aJp aUi however, advised her to remain at 
home and told her that she would die martyr therein. Never the 
Prophetic prediction could be incorrect. She died martyr when 

a slave couple she had brought up, hastened to kill her for 
freedom. 


Hashim 







Habibah belonged to the Arab tribe known for 
gallantry and valour. She learned since childhood the battle 
tricks and she took part in most of the campaigns with her 
father, the great commander, Hashim ibn Utbah. She was 
married to 'Uthman ibn Harith, when she was sixteen but 
unfortunately became widow, a few years after the marriage. 
She devoted herself, thenceforth for the cause of Islam and 
wrote down new chapters of courage and bravery. The 
Zoroastrians of Iran had vowed to send the Muslim rule 
packing from that part of the empire. Hashim ibn Utbah was 
holding the command on the Azerbiajan front. She performed 
prodigies of valouf and individual daring, raising slogans to 
moralize the Muslim troops. She was chanting, "Go Ahead, 
Go Ahead, breakers of enemy files." Her courageous advances 
led the Muslim troops drive into enemy ranks and left their 
files and ranks topsy turvy. During the intense fighting, she 
fell from horse, injured. Her father tried to persuade her to take 
rest for a few days but she refused and continued venturing. 
When her father pressed further, she said, "Father, Islam is my 
lopmost priority. After the death of husband, my only longing 
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is to fight to die martyr.” 



The enemy, at last fled vanquished, after havin 
inflicted upon, heavy losses. She was entrusted the co ^ 
of a company of Muslim army in the battle of 
thereafter. As a result, she, by her outstanding sirar'*’ 


of Armenia 


Then, intimation was received that the enemy troops w 
gathering in Balakh to create troubles in Muslim dominT^ 
areas. So, as he got wind of it, Hashim ibn Utba raptd^^ 
advanced towards Balakh. Both the armies met and a furiou^ 
fight was fought. The Muslims had a commanding victory^ 
Then, there was the campaign of Farghanah, where she was 
surrounded by the enemy. She had only four hundred men with 
her. But she did not lose the courage. Striking her sword 
sharply and swiftly, piercing through the enemy ranks she 
escaped unharmed and then launching the counter attack she 
forced the enemy take its heals. 


She possessed great wisdom and knowledge and was 
also a melodious reciter of the Holy Quran. During her last 
years she took upon herself the preaching of Islam and 
thousands of the misled were set right by her efforts. 



Tabeyat 

(The female Successors to the Sahabyat) 
(May Allah's favours be upon them) 









Ma-'adhah bint 'Abdullah 'Advyah 

Ma-‘adhah bint ‘Abdullah is counted among very 
learned and illustrious Successors. She was one of the students 
of the Mother of the Faithful 'Aishah ^u; 4Jl3i ^j). She 
narrated a number of Ahadith (sayings of the Prophet 
jJL-jAjip)), listened from ‘Aishah's tongue. She had no equal in 
piety and continence and was a great mystic of her time. She 
was married to Salah ibn Aythum. 

She vowed, after her husband's death, not to lie in bed 
and take pillow. She honoured her oath until she died. Death 
had been center of her attention thro.ughout her life. As it 
dawned, she thought, it would be the last day of her life and 
when the night fell, she took it yet another grace from Allah 
and spent most of the night in remembrance of Him. She 
passed most of her life as time of grace, praying and 
remembering Aftah. Long vigils were the part of her syllabus. 
Whenever she felt asleep, she rose to have a walk and said to 
herself, "I wouldn't let you sleep. You will have the chance of 
sound sleep in the grave." She performed supererogatory 
prayers (Prayers other than the obligatory, but part of the 
prayers at some times) frequently during day and night. Once, 
some one reminded her that she strained herself unnecessarily. 
She said, "I feel no strain. When I feel asleep, I say to myself, 
hence get to rememberance of Allah and when the hours of life 
will come to an end, then you may get to eternal sleep. When, 
in the day, I feel hungry, I say to myself, now it is the time to 
work, when the night will fall, you may eat, relaxed. I see no 
cause of strain in it." 

Once, she fell ill and the physician advised to take 
nabiz (a non-alcoholic fermented beverage prepared from malt 
and dates.) She, held the cup, containing nahiz, and said. "O, 
Allah! Thou know that ‘Aishah Jw A)^\ conveyed to 
me the Prophet's word, as he had prohibited to take nabiz.'" 
Glory be to Allah, as she uttered these words, the cup fell from 
her hands, broken, and she got recovered. 

Ja-‘far ibn Kaysan has reported that he saw Ma-'adha 

in squatting posture. She had wrapped her both 
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legs and the back with straps of cloth and was surrounded by 
the women. Her year of death is unknown. 

(Taboaiibn Sa-'d - Tahzib-ut-Talnib. NafJiai-ul-Unsi 

Vmrah bint Abdur-Rehman (i^^JJil^J 

'Umrah was grand daughter of the renowned 
Companion As-'ad ibn Zararah Ansar/. She was one of the 
distinguished Successors and was regarded an authority 
on the study of Hadith and Fiqh (Islamic jurisprudence)). She 
was fortunate enough to be bred under the felicitous 
supervision of'Aishah (i^^uj^LIi^j) and being a (rusted and 

favourite pupil of hers. Imam Bukhari narrates that she was 
like a secretary to the Mother of the Faithful (i^ -dli 
and the people would send their presents and letters through 
her. Most of the Hadith scholars have generously appreciated 
her knowledge and scope of studies. Hafiz ibn Hajar ‘Askalani 
(a^a}}\a^j) has quoted ibn Madiany's following saying in 
Tahzib‘Ut-Tahzib, regarding her. c»Lj V Lliuu tUUli vi»UiJi 4^15 ^ 

('Umrah was one of those scholars who were authority 
on 'Aishah'sAhadith and her reporting is regarded authentic.) 

Ibn Habban'sfAyU^'i-^;) following opinion has also been 
quoted in the above-mentioned book. 

She (’Umrah) knew Ahadith of'Aishah best of all. 

Sufyan (4rU 4 II 1 says:*)/) j ujip w' 

(Most authentic out of'Aishah's Ahadith are those 
which have been reported by 'Umrah, Qasim and ’Orwah.) 

A scholar of Hadith advised Imam Zahri 4iJi w-y. 
when he intended studying I Judith, to knock at ‘Umrah's door, 
if he longed to have knov\ ledge, as she had been brought up 
under 'Aishah's supervision. 

Imam Zahri says that when he approached ‘Umrah, he 
found in her a deep sea of knowledge. People had reverence 
and great respect for her due to her association with ‘Aishah 
(t 4 ;p Hafiz ibn Hajar reports that Oadi (chief 

justice) ot Madinah Abu Bakr ibn Muhammad ibn 'Amr ibn 
Hazm was ‘Umrah's nephew. It was, why 'Umar ibn Aziz had 
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commanded him to collect and compile the Ahadith. The 
wording of his order read as, ''Vmrah's Ahadith are ordered to 
be despatched to the Caliph in black and white.” 

Imam Malik wrote in ”Mouta” that aunt ('Umrah) 
would rectify the mistakes of interpretation of her nephew, the 
Chief Justice. 

Muhammad ibn Abdur-Rehman, 'Umrah's brother, 
says, "‘Umar ibn Abdul Aziz said to me ,,-Ui 4 ^' ^ u) 

("None, other than 'Umrah knows better about ‘Aishah's 
Ahadith." Ibn Sa'd entitled her as savant, while Imam Dhahabi 

have rated her in third category of Successors and 
called her, a Jurist. Ibn Mo'in (-uU 4 JJi 4 ^j) declared her 

t 

authority on logic, whereas 'Ajii called her an 

authentic Successor and ibn Madiani placed her among the 
court of authentic scholars. She reported Ahadith, also from 
some other Companions besides ‘Aishah *^j). 

Those, who reported Ahadith from her are mostly eminent 
Successors to the Companions. ‘Umrah (i^ 4 iJi died in 
I03H when she was 77. 

(Tehzib-ut-Tehzib, Tabapat ibn Sa~ ‘d Tadhkara-tul-Huffaz) 

'Aishah (l4^4jJi4^j) bint Talha (44P^u;4JL)i 

‘Aishah (i^ 4 JU 1 was daughter of Talha (-OD 1 
jlw) ibn ‘Ubaydullah Taymi Qurayshi and granddaughter of 
Abu Bakr (4:^ Jw 4iJi^j). Abu Bakr's daughter Umm Kulthum 
was her mother who was herself one of the notable Successors. 
Both the mother and daughter had their learning from 
Cmm-uUMominme (Mother of the Faightful) ‘Aishah (4li\ 

‘Aishah bint Talha reported the Ahadith with 
reference to her aunt ‘Aishah Many 

pre-eminent Successors reported from ‘Aishah bint Talha 
while ibn Habban and ibn Mo-‘in testified her. Abu Zara‘h 
says, "Aishah was quoted because of her 

authentic knowledge. The intelligentsia respected her. ‘Ajli 
(Ai^dliw-j) calls her "authentic Successor". 'Aishah was 
graced with moral and physical beauty too, and she enjoyed a 
very distinguishable position among the ladies of her time. She 
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was called learned, sage and intelligent. She was very 
influential and renowned. Her diet and dress were up to her 
status while scholars of the time acknowledged her erudition 
and accomplishments. Once, the Caliph Hisham ibn Abdul 
Malik invited her to his court where she had a dialogue with 
eminent scholars on different fields of studies. They all were 
impressed by her vast and authentic knowledge. Hisham was 
so convinced that he made a one hundred thousand dirham 
present to her and send her off with honour and respect. Year 
of her death is unknown. 

(Tabaaat ibn Sa-d, Tahzib-ut-Tehzib, Urdu Daira. 

Ma 'arif-i-Islamia. Sharaf-un-Nisa). 

♦ 

Umm-e-Asim 4U1 w-j) 

Umm 'Asim was 'Umar ibn Khattab's granddaughter, 
on her father's side and mother of the eighth Caliph of Banu 
Ummayyads 'Umar ibn Abdul Aziz. How it happened that 
'Umar ibn Khattab took Umm 'Asim's mother as his dughter in 
law is an inspiring event of the history of Islam. It is detailed 
that 'Umar ibn Khattab, the second Caliph, used to take a 
round of the town of Madinah with his servant Aslam. The 
purpose of the round was to gain first hand information of 
problems and hardships of people. Once, during the round, he, 
feeling exhausted, sat against the wall of a house to have a 
short spell of rest. Meanwhile, he heard a woman, from inside 
the house, saying, "O' daughter! get up and mix the water into 
the milk." Then he heard the voice of a girl saying, "Mother! 
did you not hear the decree of the Commander of the Faithful. 
He had got it proclaimed to the beat of the drum not to sell 
diluted milk." "Don't you listen me, O girl? Make not excuses 
and do as I have told you" the mother spoke to her daughter 
sternly. "And, verily, now who is to watch us doing this" she 
added. "Allah is watching us. This act of ours shall invite His 
wrath, and after all this is disobedience to the Caliph's 
command. Is this not a sin to obey him publicly but disobey 
him when he is away? Pardon me, mother, I am not to do it." 

'Umar Faruque listened the chat between them and 
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asked Aslam to mark the house in his mind. Early, the next 
morning, he sent Aslam to know who were the both women. 
He brought the information that the house belonged to a 
widow and the girl was her unmarried daughter. 'Umar was so 
much impressed by her piety and integrity that he decided to 
make her, his daughter in law. He sent proposal to take her in 
marriage of his son 'Asim. It was thus, that the pious girl 
became his daughter in law. Umm 'Asim was bom to her and 
was brought up under her motherhood to grow into a woman 
ofhigh moral values and laudable qualities. 

She was married to the governor of Egypt Abdul Aziz 
ibn Marwan, brother of the fifth Caliph of Banu Umayyads 
Abdul Malik ibn Marwan. Umm ‘Asim, in 61 or 62H gave 
birth to 'Umar (ibn Aziz) who ascended the seat of the 
Caliphate after the death of Sulayman ibn Abdul Malik in 99H. 
He was imbued with the spirit of true Islam and he, to the most 
extent, revived the orthodox Caliphate, the pride of the 
Muslims. He was pious, devout Muslim, simple, just, peace 
loving and upright person. Because of these qualities, he came 
to acquire the title of'Umar II after his great namesake 'Umar I 
(ibn Khattab). Unfortunately, Umm ‘Asim did not live long 
enough to see her son's reign as she had died long before. 

Umm-e-Muhammad Al-Qurazi j) 

Umm Muhammad was mother of eminent Ahl-i^Kitab 
(people of the Book) Successor, Muhammad ibn Ka'b Al 
Qurazi. She is believed to live in the time of the Prophet 
Muhammad aJp and had entered Islam. But 

because of unknown reasons she is not regarded as Sahabyah. 
Some notable scholars, however, called her Tabe^ah 
(Successor to the Companion of the Prophet ((JL-j ) 

Circumstantial evidence indicates, she belonged to the Jewish 
tribe Banu Nadir. She was married to Ka'b ibn Haban who was 
from the Jewish tribe Banu Qurayzah, confederate to Aws, a 
Helper (Ansar) tribe. He was taken captive in the campaign of 
Banu-Qurayzah but was released afterwards because of his 
tender age. His son Muhammad ibn Ka'b was considered one 
of the most learned persons of Madinah. He had, very few 
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equal in piety, continence and devotion. Umm Muhammad 
was a ver}^ pious woman and she paid special attention to the 

raising of her son. Muhammad ibn Ka'b had been a man of 

great virtues since early age. Words of penitence and begging 

mercy from Allah were always on his tongue. Seeing this, her 
mother said to him, ''Had I not known your righteous life since 

your childhood, I would have mistaken from your lamentation 
that you have committed a mortal sin." 


He said, "0 mother! You may be right in your 
perception but I do not consider myself immune to the sins. I 
fear, lest I should have committed any serious mistake which 
could cause Allah's wrath and anger so I make repentance and 
beg forgiveness frequently." 


(Ahli Kitah Sahaba wa Tabe'in) 


Safiyyah bint Al-Harith 

Safiyyah bint Harith too, learned from 'Aishah 
Ju?). She played an active role in promoting and spreading 
the study of Hadith. She reported a number of Ahadith from 
‘Aishah and some of the other Companions. 

Her narrated Ahadith are present in Sahah Sittah (the 
six famous collections of the Holy Prophet's (,*1^j -oii j^) 
sayings, compiled by Bukhari, Muslim, Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud, 
Nasai and ibn Majah) and have been verified after critical 
examination by the leading narrators of Ahadith. 

(Tahzib-u t- T ahzib) 


Zaynab bint Muhajir Ahmasya (4ii^ ) 

Ibn Sa'd considers her Tabe-'ah (Successor to the 
Companion of the Prophet Up -d)\ JU)) and reported a 
happening from her. She reportedly tells, "1, in the reign of 
Abu Bakr Siddique (^ made journey for Hajj 

(pilgrimage to Makkah) and pitched my tent there. I had 
vowed not to speak. Some one came outside the tent and said, 
"Assalamo Alaykum" (peace be with you). My mate answered 
the greetings. "Why she didn't answer whom 1 greeted", the 
man asked. 
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"She has vowed not to speak", my mate answered 
again. Then he said, "O, woman.' do speak, because to vow 
not to speak is a tradition of ignorance." 


"Who are you? May Allah have mercy on you" I asked. 


"I am a fugitive", he said. 


"Which fugitives do you belong to?" 

"I am from Qiiraysh." 

"Which clan of Quraysh", I further asked. 

"You are very inquisitive, I am Abu Bakr." 

"You are Caliph to the Prophet of Allah (Up Ui 
I .said. "We have entered Islam not long before. Our days 
of ignorance are yet not a matter of far past. Some of us are 
still scare of others. Allah granted us the blessing of Islam. 
How long it will exist?" 

"As long as your leaders will remain on 
righteousness." 


"Who are the leaders" I asked. 


"Are there not nobles in your people, who are to be 
obeyed?" he inquired. 

"Yes, there are" I said. 

"They are your leaders", he told. 

(Tabagat ibn Sa'dj 


Hafsah bint Abdur Rehman ^j) 

Hafsah bint Abdur-Rehman was ‘Aishah's (^ 
ifp) niece and Abu Bakr's granddaughter. She was bred under 
the supervision of her illustrious aunt 'Aishah (\^ J\ju 
She was a woman of great knowledge but always was after 
learning more. One day she came before 'Aishah, putting on 
very fine and thin stole. 'Aishah ^ j) pulled off the 

scarf form her head and tore to leave it unusable. She asked 
her angrily if she did not know what has been told in Sura Nur 
(Koranic sura - The light). Then she asked to bring a thick 
scarf for her. She was rriarried to Munzar, son of Zubayr ibn 
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A/-Avvwan?, the Companion, one of the Promised Ten (fe/j 


behalf of Allah, to enter paradise. 


((^J ^ J^) 


Hafsah bint Sirin 

Hafsah (i^dJtu^j) was the sister of Imam 

Muhammad ibn sirin. She was regarded as very learned 

Tabe-'ah (Successor). Hafiz ibn Hajar reported from 
Abu-Dawud in his Tahzib-ut-Tahzib that Hafsah had 
memorized the Holy Quran when she was only twelve and 
completed as well, her studies of Hadith. In another report it 
has been revealed that she, at the age of 14 had committed to 
her memory the Holy Quran with meanings and exegesis and 
attained her perfection in Tajwid and Qirdt (recitation of the 
Holy Quran with various styles and varied vocal sounds). She 
reported Ahadith from many Companions and their 
Successors. Ayas ibn Muawiya says that he did not find any 
one more learned than Hafsah. Recitation of the Holy Quran 
was very favourite to her and recited half of it in her Tahujjad 
(after midnight optional prayer). She was so perfect in Qirdt 
that when ever her brother Imam Muhammad ibn Sirin had any 
doubt while reciting, he took aid from Hafsah. She died in 
lOlH. 

(TabaQat ibn Sa'd- Tahzib-ut-Tahzib). 

Dhufrah aUi a^j) 

Dhufrah was also ‘Aishah's Ju?4D1 pupil. The 
scholars of Hadith have acknowledged her as authentic. The 
eminent Successor Muhammad ibn Sirin attributed a Hadith to 
her and also in Nasai, a Hadith has been reported from her. 

(Al-Asabah-Seerat Aishah Jlxi 

Safiyya bint Shaybah aDi 

Safiyya was daughter of Shaybah ibn 'Uthman, the key 
holder of Ka'bah.Shcwas one of the most eminent Tabe-ai. 
She was very prominent among those who learned from 
Mother of the Faithful, 'Aishah Ahadith, 


narrated by her are found in all collections of Hadith. She has 
been referred as Safiyya bint Shaybah, Sahibah 'Aishah 
(’Aishah's devoted companion). People came to take her 
opinion on various issues and listen Ahadith narrated to her by 
’Aishah dJt ^^j). Safiyya 4 iJi also reported 

Ahadith from Umm Habibah (L^ Ju; 4IJ1 ^j) and Asma bint 
Abu Bakr ^j). 

(Tihzib-ut-Tahzib) 

'Ahyah bint Ayfa -tLIi 

'Aliyah was daughter of AyTa ibn 

Shurahbil and wife of notable Tabe'i (Successor) Imam Abu 
Ishaque Sebe'i. She called at ’Aishah in 

Madinah, put questions on different issues and listened to her. 

Her son Yunus ibn Abu Ishque reports from his mother, that 
she reportedly said, "I performed Hajj with Umm Majjah. 
Afterwards we travelled to Madinah and both called at 'Aishah 

paid her respects, put our questions and 
listened Ahadith. She (‘Aishah) was wearing pink gown and 
black scarf on head. When we rose to leave, 'Aishah Siddiqa 
(i^ 4II1 said, "The women are forbidden to listen 
secretly conversation of their husbands (with some one else)." 

(Tabaqat ibn Sa'd) 

Fatimah bint Husayn 

Fatimah was daughter of Husayn ibn Ali, Martyr of 
Karbala. She was one of the most illustrious Tabe-'at. She was 
also called Fatimah Sughra (Fatimah Junior) after her revered 
grandmother Fatimah bint Muhammad ((JL-j Up Juo). Her 
mother was Umm Ishaque bint Talhah ibn ‘Ubaydullah. She 

was married to her cousin Hasan ibrHasarfour children, 
‘Abdullah, Ibrahim, Hasan and Zaynab were born out of this 
wedlock. After the death of her husband Hasan, she was 
married to ‘Abdullah ibn 'Amr ibn 'Uthman ibn 'Affan. Two 
sons Muhammad and Qasim were born out of the second 
marriage. The former of these two, Muhammad was called 
Muhammad Dibaj. He was a boy of great beauty with a 
delicate figure, so his name was suffixed by Dibaj (silk). After 
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a few years. ‘Abdullah ibn 'Amr, too, died. Fatimah Sughra 
lived widow for rest of the life. Once Abdur-Rehman ibn 
Dhhak Fehri, Governor Madinah sent her the proposal to come 
in marriage but sh^ declined, saying that she had occupied 
herself with the affairs of her children. He insisted and reached 
to the extent of threatening and coercion. Fatimah complained 
to the Caliph Vezid ibn Abdul Malik. He flared up in rage, 
deposed ibn Dhhak and inflicted on him severe punishment. 
Fatimah Sughra was regarded as an authority on Haciiih and 
Islamic jurisprudence. 

She had occupied herself with remembrance of Allah. 
She coninued to recite Subhan^Allah (Glory be to Allah) 
counting on her beads. A number of Ahadith have been 
reported by her. She died in lOOH. 

(Tab a gat- ibn-Sa d~A I-A kmal) 

Sumayyah Al-Basryah 

When, in the reign of 'Umar Faruque 4JJ« ^j) 

Basra was founded, her family had settled there. She took 
great interest in learning. She left Basra to reside with 'Aishah 
^u; 4U» in Madinah to attain grace and knowledge. 
Many Tabe'in reported Ahadith from her. 

(Masnad A hmad) 

Kabshah bint Ka”b ^ 

Kabshah was daughter of Ka’b ibn Malik Ansari. She 
was married to Abu Qatadah's son Abdullah 

{Ait- J\aq 41i She reported Ahadith from her husband and 
was known as one of the most learned Tabe*at. Once Abu 
Qatadah had come to visit his son. His daughter-in-law placed 
the pot containing water for making ablution when a cat came 
and dipped her mouth in the water to drink. If it were some 
other, he might have beaten her to flight but Abu Qatadah 
tilted the pot to facilitate the drinking for her. His 
daughter-in-law looked at him in utter amazement. 

"Nothing is strange in it, my daughter. The Prophet 
^ once said, "The cat is not unclean. She is your 
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Kabshah herself narrated the event in a Hadith while 
Hamidah bint ‘Ubayd ibn Rafa'ah reported from her. 

(Al~akmal Fi Asma-ur~Riial) 

Mughirah bint Hassan (I47U mJJi 

Mughirah had seen the devoted servant of the Prophet 
^ Anas ibn Malik and heard him. Her brother 

was Hajjaj ibn Hassan. Mughirah had narrated a Hadith from 
Anas (4^ dJi while her brother Hajjaj reported from 
her. 


(Al-akmal Fi Asma-ur-Rijal) 

Bunatah, Mawlah Abdur Rehman (144^ 4ju1.) 

Bunatah was a slave girl of Abdur Rehman. He set her 
at liberty. Mawlah is Arabic word which means ex-slave. She 
also is counted amongst those women who learned from 
'Aishah dJi ^j). She narrates from ‘Aishah ( 

tfp) while ibn Jarij reported from her. 


ATAkmal 
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Chapter No, 




Women Scholars and narrators of 
the Holy Prophet's Traditions 
(May Allah bestow peace and grace upon them) 



Muhaddithat 
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Women's obligations towards 

their husbands 

A Guidance and caution in the light of 

Al-Qurdn and Sunnah 

1. It is binding upon a woman to obey and please her 

husband, especially when he desires her to come to his 
bed. 

2. The Prophet said, "Whenever the husband calls in his 

wife, she must go, though she may be busy in cooking. ” 
He meant that the woman should attend to her husband 
on his call though she is engaged in some unavoidable 
task. 

3. The Prophet said, "When a man asks his wife to come 

to his bed but she does not go and thus displeases him 
and it makes him spend the night discomforted, the 
angels curse upon her for all the long night." 

4. The Prophet ^ said, "When a woman 

annoys her husband, the Hoor (woman of paradise) 
who would be his wife in the Garden, imprecates her 
and says, "May you get troubled, let him not be 
displeased. He is a guest with you. It is matter of days 
when he is destined to come to us." 


(Bahishti Zevar) 
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Bibi Aliyyah bint Hassan (U^4^ j) 

Bibi Aliyyah was mother of Imam Isma'el ibn Ibrahim. 
She was slave of in Basra. Imam Isma'el's father 

Ibrahim ibn Maqsam was a cloth merchant in Kufa and he 
frequentls travelled to Basra in connection with his business. 
He took Aliyyah in marriage after having got her manumitted 
from Banu Shavbdn. She was a noble soul, wise and 
illustrious. Her erudition in Hadith and Fiqh (Islamic 
jurisprudence) caused the contemporary notables of Basra 
including Allama Saleh-AI-Mari come to her house to discuss 
scholarly, the various issues concerning religion and Islamic 
Liv\. 

Imam Isma’el was born to her in 1 !0H. She rendered 
her son an e.xcellent upbringing and sent him to great scholars 
o(Hadiili to ensure the excellence In learning. Allama Abdul 
Warith Jawwadi. verv known narrator of Hadith at that time 
says, ’’one day Aliyyah brought her son to me and said, " This 
is my son. Associate him with you so that he may be imbued 
with qualities like yours'.' Imam Isma'el became known ibn 
Aliyyah after her mother, instead of his father. It was partly 
because of his mother's exceptional grace of knowledge and 
mainly because his mother had rendered great efforts in his 
upbringing. Bibi Aliyyah persisted to live In Basra even after 
her marriage. Her another son. younger to Isma’el Rabe’i Ibn 
Ibrahim too. became a famous scholar and Muluuldith. He also 
was called Rabe’i Ibn Aliyyah after his mother. A number of 
scholars, jurists and Muhaddith would descend from her 
lineage in intervening centuries. 

(Ghulaman l.slani-Khilafui aw r Hindustan) 

Aminah Ramlyah aII' 

Aminah Ramlyah is reuarded a member of the learned 
elite of the liine and one of great mystics of second and third 
century/////r//7. She was born about I63H in Ramla. a suburb 
olBaghdad. She w^as very intelligent and had longing to attain 
knowledge since early childhood. But her parents were \ er\ 
poor so they could not do enough for her education. Only . 
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which she could have, was, what more or less available at 
home. When she grew young, she accompanied her mother to 
Hajj. In those days an old man with scholarly figure delivered 
Dars (lecture) in Masjid’AI-Haram (Holy mosque in the 

Kabbah). 

She joined his Dars and learned from him the 

knowledge of AUQurdn and Hadith. After his death, she went 
to Madinah where Imam Malik had laid his rug for seekers of 
know/edce. Aminah joined his class and continued learning 
the Hadith from him for long. She meinorized a number of 
Ahadith. Hafiz ibn Abdul Birr held the number of Ahadith, 
reported by her around 100. 

She, afterwards returned to Makkah and had study of 
f/r//i from Imam Shafe'i. She had attained the age of thirty-six 
when Imam Shafe'i went to Egypt and she to Kufa. 

She took benefit of the presence of many eminent 
scholars there and gained knowledge from them with great 
interest. She got excellence in all fields of studies. When she 
returned to her nativity from Kufa, fame of her erudition 
already had spread all around. She instituted delivering the 
Dars to enlighten the heart and soul of people who would 
throng to achieve the knowledge of Hadith. A number of 
notable scholars came to listen her Dars on Hadith. She 
happened to visit Baghdad in 209H where a der\'ish, by the 
benefit of his consideration caused her life change entirely. 

She gave away all her belongings as charity and took the life 

of a dervish. Her days and nights were started to be spent in 

praying and wailing in fear of Allah. During those years she 

went on Hajj for seven consecutive years and journeyed on 
foot. People called her 'chosen by Allah' for her piety, 
continence and mysticality. and extended great respect. Her 
dignity and grace could be judged by the fact that an illustrious 
Ifali Allah (friend of Allah - saint) of her time Bashar Hafi 

(ohiii: 227H) would visit her occasionally. So was 
ihc fourth Imam o\' Ahlus Sunna WafJama'ah, Imam Ahmad 
''11 Hanbal (obiit: 24IH). appreciative of her glory 

and grace. 
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Once Bashar hafi fell ill and Aminah went to see him. 
Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, too, incidentally came to inquire 
after his health. He asked Bashar Hafi who was that lady. He 
told that she was Aminah Ramalyah, came to hear of his 
illness. Imam ibn Hanbal expressed great pleasure on her 
presence and said, it was his longstanding desire to visit 
her. He begged Bashar Haft to ask her to pray for him. Bashar 
hafi conveyed his will to Aminah. Aminah raised her hands 
and prayed with immense humility, "O, Allah? Ahmad ibn 
Hanbal and Bashar, both seek Thy protection from Fire, Thou 
aretheMost Merciful, save them from it.” 

(Some biographers narrated an occurence and held it 
in terms of Aminah's miracle. They attributed to Imam ibn 
Hanbal the anecdote, that he reportedly said, ”the same night a 
piece of paper dropped unto me from heaven. Written on the 
paper was: In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most 
Merciful. We did it and we could do even more (or we have 
even more of the bounties). ” 

Once a very rich person offered her ten thousand gold 
coins but she refused to accept, though she agreed to keep later 
on his insistence but did not even touch them. She made 
announcement to the beat of drum in the town that whosoever 
was needy, might come and take money. So the indigents 
thronged therein and she gave them enough to their need. All 
the money was disbursed till the evening while she had 
nothing to eat that very day. 

Bashar Hafi narrates that Aminah woke up by 
midnight and prayed prayers with great concentration and 
humility till dawn. Once 1 heard her praying, ”... O, Creator of 
the earth and the heavens, Thou hath stock of bounties, beyond 
limits but the wrong doers are unmindful. Thou art the Most 
Merciful, the Most Compassionate, but the people have 
forgotten Thee. 

... 0, My Lord, my welfare is in Thy hand. Abase me 
noton the Day of Judgement before all, otherwise people 
would say, Allah abaseth His obedient slave who loved Him 
greatly 
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She had made a principle not to accept food from any 
one saved it was sure the host was pious and his sources of 

income were pure. The historians are silent about her 
matrimonial life, and neither has been detailed how she 

managed years long stay at distant towns to attain knowledge 
and who was her patron therein. Year of her death is no{ 
known to any one. It is presumed that she died sometime in 

third century Hijrah. 

(Dairah Ma 'arafIs lamia, Mashahir Nisw'cni 

Bakanial Musi a man Klmrleen) 


Bibi Qadfah 

Bibi Qadfah was daughter of Ghaffar ibn Nusayr 
Tamimi. She was regarded lady of excellence in Muslim Spain 
in the reign of the Caliph Hakam Thani (Al-Mustansar). She 
had the longing to collect books on various subjects and she 
had collected a stockpile of invaluable books on literature, art 
and different /ther subjects. She was a melodious reciter and 
convincing speaker. She swayed her audience with her 
eloquent speeches. (A^d/?c/ai'J 


Bibi Karimah bint Ahmad Maruzi 

She had been a world reputed scholar in fifth century 
Hijrah. She was daughter of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abi 
Hatam. She was born in Iranian town of Merv. She studied 
theology for years and learnt Ahaciith from great scholars. She 
went to Makkah after having been qualified to narrate Hadidi 
She commenced delivering Dars at Makkah. The noted 
Muhaddith of Muslim Spain, Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Sabaq 
Saqii was a devoted learner from her. He, after the Muslim 
rule at Saqqlyah (Sicily) ended, had gone to Makkah where he 
achieved learning of Hadith from her. He, afterwards went to 
Spain and made her abode in Granada to narrate Ahadith, he 
had learnt at Makkah. Ibn Bashkwal says; 

<]dLj£ JaI 4 jLc likij 

(Ahu Bakr Muhammad reported A hadith from 
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Karimah bint AhmadAl-Maruzi and other.s, He came to 
Andalus and the people of Granada passionately learnedfrom 

him). 

Allama Khatib Baghdadi says in Tarikh Baghdad 
(History of Baghdad) that he, in 463H, during the days of 
Hajj, heard Sahih Bukhari from Karimah. Hundreds of seekers 
participated in the Dars session of Muhaddithah Karimah and 
quenched their thirst of learning. Besides Abu Bakr 
Muhammad, Allama Khatib Baghdadi and Allama Abu Talib 
Zaynabi, a number of other scholars of great esteem attained 
knowledge offrom her. Bibi Karimah w^as said to have 
achieved perfection in mysticism besides other faculties of 
studies. She presumably died about 464H with the controversy 
on the exactness of the date. 

(Khazinat-ul-Asfia, Tarikh Sagglva) 

Shaykhah Shuhdah, Fakhr-un-Nisa 4jJs 4^ ,) 

Muhaddithah, Katibah 

Fakhr-un-Nisa was daughter of a distinguished 
scholar, Abu Nasr Ahmad ibn 'Umar Al-Abri. She herself was 
an illustrious Hadith scholar and a skilful calligraphist. She 
was born in 484H in the Iranian city of Denvar. She had her 
early studies from her father and learnt calligraphy from him. 

She achieved perfection in the art. driving the master 
calligraphist of the time appreciate her. She received learning 
uiHadith and studied other branches of knowledge under the 
guidance of the reputed scholars like Abu 'Abdullah Hasan ibn 
Ahmad Nomani, Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Ahmad-As-Shashi, 

r 

Ahmad ibn Abdul Qadir ibn Yusuf and Abu-Al-Husayni. 
Shuhdah commanded great name in the studies of Hadith and 
the seekers of learning came from distant places and took it a 
pride if were allowed to jbin her session of Dars. Many 
scholars of great fame were said to be regular audience of her 
Dars and would acquire authority from her to report the 
^hadilh on behalf of her. She not only exhibited her erudition 
in study of Hadith but also would make scholarly speeches on 
history, linguistics and literature, leaving lasting impression on 
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heart and soul of the audience. She came to acquire the title of 
Fakhr~un~Nisa (Pride of the Women) for her erudition 
calligraphic art and highly acclaimed oratory. Her husbancj 
died after forty years of marriage. She endured the great shock 
with courage and patience and occupied herself with learning 
and educating. The Caliph Al-Muqtadi Bi-amr-Allah granted 
her a large estate to enhance the scope of her scholarly 
activities. She, with the help of new fortunes established a 
grand Darsgah on the banks of river Tigris where hundreds of 
students had had their studies. Its all expenses were borne by 
Shuhdah herself. Shuhdah retained her loyalty to the virtuous 
job of brightening the world with the light of knowledge till 
the last moment. 

She died in 574H at the age of more than 90. Her 
funeral prayer was said at Jama'e Al-Qasr in Baghdad. 
Thousands of sorrowful people including the scholars, 
students and the state dignitaries participated in her funeral 
proceedings. The noted Muhaddith, ibn Jawzi says, "Shuhdah 
was a pious and devoted lady." 

(ibn Khallikan, Syed Amir AH} 


Bibi Safri 

Bibi Safri had been a distinguished Hadith scholar in 
the sixth century Hijrah. She was daughter of Qadi Yaqub ibn 
Sulayman. She had her studies of Hadith under the guidance 
of her grandfather and brother and then she herself educated 
the people for long time. 

(Mashahir Niswan} 

Bibi Fatimah bint Ibrahim 

Bibi Fatimah had been a scholar of high rating in 
seventh century Hijrah. Her father Ibrahim Mahmud ibn 
Jawhar was a learned and sagacious person. She had the 
opportunities to receive education of highest grade and was 
taught by the authentic scholars. She, after having completed 
her studies, commenced herself imparting education and very 
soon her fame spread far and wide. Great scholars like A llama 
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Sfiaykh Taqi-ud-Din ibn Ab-uI-Hasan and Shaykh Dhahabi 
visited her darsgah to listen to her. Bibi Fatimah died in 71 OH. 

(Mas ha hi r-un -Nisa) 

Sibi’Aishah bint Muslim Harrani (14^ 

Bibi ‘Aishah was native of Harran. She was bom in 
647H. She had great longing to seek knowledge since early 
childhood. Allah had granted her a penetrating mind. Her 
father encouraged and sent her to the most learned elite of the 
time. She achieved perfection in studies of Hadith and Fiqh. 

She was regarded an authority in aforesaid fields of 
knowledge. She enlightened the heart and soul of people by 
imparting to them knowledge for years. One of her brothers 
Mahasin ibn Muslim completed his study of Hadith from her 
and touched the peak. Allah granted her as well, the good 
physical health. She died in 737H when she was 90. 

(Mashahir-un-Nisa) 

Bibi Shirin bint Abdullah, Hindyah (U^JLp 

Bibi Shirin was the native of India. She was slave of 
the renowned scholar ofImam ibn Bandayhi who had 
set her at liberty. She bore a distinguishable place among the 
scholars owing to her erudition and dignity. She attained the 
knowledge of Hadith with great efforts. She learned Ahadith 
from Abdul Mone'm ibn Kulayb and then commenced 
imparting education to the seekers and made literate the people 
in large number. Two names, Allama Abar Kohi and Abul 
Fateh ibn Hajab are very prominent among those who learned 
from her. Allama Abar Kohi was her trusted student so she 
came to be known as shaykhah Al-Abar Kohi. Bibi Shirin died 

in 640H. 

(Khilaphat-i-Abbasiah Awr Hindustan from Qadi Athar 

Mubarakpuri with reference to Al-AKamal) 

Fatimah bint Jamal-ud-Din 4Jdrw^j) 

Fatimah was daughter of Jamal-ud-Din ibn Sulayman 
ibn Abdul Karim ibn Abdur Rehman Ansari and was called 
Umm 'Abdullah. Her father was an eminent scholar of Hadith, 
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Damascus was her native town. She, like her father earned 
great name in learning of Hadith and established her separate 
Darsgah for coaching the learners. She died in 708H. 

('Mashahir-m-Ni^ 

Jamai-un-Nisa, Umm-ul-Khayr 

Jamal-un-Nisa was born in Baghdad and became 
known far and wide for her vast knowledge. Her erudition 
brought her great respect and fame and she was given the title 
of Jamal-un-Nisa (Elegance of women). 

She attained the knowledge of Hadith from the big 
names like ibn Al-Bati, Abu-AI-Muzaffar and Shuj‘a Al-Harbi. 
Afterwards she founded her own Darsgah and made hundreds 
of people learned including highly placed scholars like 
Fatimah bin Sulayman, ibn Shehnah, ibn Sa'dah, Isma'el ibn 
’Asakirand Qadi Taqi-ud-Din Sulayman. 

Umm-ul-Khayr commanded great honour for her piety 
and continence besides her high rated knowledge and grace. 
She made frequent visits to Makkah for Hajj. She died in 
640H. 

(Tadhkara-Ul-Khawteen} 

Khadijah bint Ahmad j) 

Khadijah was a great scholar of Hadith in ninth 
century Hijrah, daughter of Shihab-ud-Din Ahmad ibn Khalf 
ibn Abdul Aziz Badran AI-Hassani. She was born in 798H. 
She was still a child of two years when her parents took her to 
the Madrassah (school) of Allama Jawheri and .Allama 
Munsafl who were pre-eminent among the scholars of Hadith 
of their age. People in those days took it as pride to send their 
children to the learned people. They both treated the tiny girl 
affectionately and wished that Allah might bless her. 

Khadijah took very keen interest in her studies and 
soon she attained very respectable place among the literati. Her 
dazzling rating of erudition confirmed her scholarly status. She 
set up her Darsgah and imparted education for years to the 
seekers. Her scholarly place could be judged from this fact that 
an erudite like Imam Jalal-ud-Din Suyy uti had completed the 
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(Mashaheer-i-Nis wan) 

Bibi Rajab j) 

Bibi (lady) Rajab was a great Hadith scholar in ninth 
century///yr^7/7. Shihab-ud-Din Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn 
'UmarQaleihi was her father. She was born in 800H. Her 
father made special arrangements for her education. She had 
become known all around for her wisdom and sagacity before 
she formally completed her studies. She acquired a good name 
in all fields of learning particularly a distinction in studies of 
Hadith. Imam Jalal-ud-Din Suyyuti, too is said to have learned 
from her. Bibi Rajab died in 869H. 

Bibi Maryam bint Ali ;) 

Bibi Maryam was called Umm Hani. Scholarly signs 
were evident on her broad forehead since her childhood. She 
memorized the Holy Quran in very early age and with it 
Mil-hah, as well, the well-known book on 7V^/;ve' (syntax) and 
Uukhiasir Abi Shuja'a, the noted book of Shafe’i school of the 
jurisprudence. She was counted an authority at *Nahve\ 
Islamic jurisprudence and Hadith. She founded her own 
Darasgah and engaged herself for years in spreading light of 
knowledge. Imam Jalal-ud-Din Suyyuti was very prominent . 
among those who were taught by her. 

Bibi Zaynab bint Abdur-Rehman j) 

Bibi Zaynab was native of the historical city of 
Jerusalem. Her lineage is as following: 

Zaynab bint 'Abdur Rehman ibn Ahmad ibn 'Abdul 
Malik ibn 'Uthman ibn 'Abdullah ibn Sa'd ibn Musleh ibn 
Haybatullah ibn Numayr. She was an illustrious scholar of 
Hadith of her days. She was authorized by Ibrahim ibn Khalid 

and the other authentic narrators to narrate Hadith. 
Afterwards she commenced coaching of the seekers of 
learning and continued for years. The noted scholar 
Salah-ud-Din As-Safai is said to be educated by her. Bibi 
Zaynab died in 71 OH. 
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Bibi Habibah Muhaddithah 

Habibah bint Abdur Rehman ibn Muhammad ibn 
Ibrahim ibn Ahmad ibn Abdur Rehman ibn Isma'el ibn Mansur 

Maqdisi had been a glorified scholar of Hadith in eighth 
century Hijrah. She had her Hadith studies from Shayk/i 
Taqi-ud-Din ibn Abi Al-Fehm AfBaldani and Khatib Marwan 
while she attained knowledge of current fields of studies from 
Ibrahim ibn Khalid. Besides these scholars, she also acquired 
the authority from Sibt Hafiz Sufi, the Muhaddith (chief 
scholar of Hadith) of Alexandria, Ibrahim ibn Abi Bakr 

Al-Zaghabi, the Muhaddith of Baghdad and Fadlullah ibn 
Abdur Razzaque. After she had completed her studies, she 
commenced coaching and spent most of her life in this blessed 
task. She had an excellent memory and had memorized 
hundreds of Ahadith. Many eminent scholars obtained 
knowledge of Hadith from her including Allama Salah-ud-Din 
As-Safiti, the world reputed savant. He had taken the authority 
from Bibi Habibah in 728H, which, he had mentioned in his 
book A'yan-ul’Asr A'wan-un-Nasr. Bibi Habibah died in 
Sha'ban 733H. 

(Mashahird-Niswan) 

Bibi Zaynab bint 'Abdullah Al-Azhari 

Bibi Zaynab bint Abdullah possessed erudition in the 
study of Hadith. Her knowledge and grace commanded the 
acclaimation from all over the Islamic world. The dignity of ^ 
her scholarship could be ascertained by the fact that a person 
of great learning like Imam Suyyuti attended her sermons and 
discourses. She was born in 870H. Year of demise is not 
known. 

(Mashahi r- un -Nisaj 

Bibi 'Aishah Andalusyah 

Bibi 'Aishah went to Andalus (Muslim Spain) when 
the Muslim rule in that land was at its climax. She made her 
abode there and resided. She had memorized ten thousands 
Ahadith and also the names of the narrators up to the Prophet 
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(Hafkh-ut- Tav\’aht 


Bibi Satt-ul-Fuqaha 4 U 1 ^ J 

Bibi Satt-ul-Fuqaha was a noted narrator of Hadith in 
eighth century Hijrah. She had no equal in piety, continence 
and excellence of conduct. She gained knowledge of Hadith 
from scholars of repute like Ja'far Hamadani Ahmad Harrani, 
Abdur Rehman ibn Sulayman and Abdul Latif ibn Qibti. 
Besides//ad/th she acquired mastery on Islamic jurisprudence. 
After having been qualified, she founded her own Darsgah 
and taught thousands of seekers of knowledge. People were 
taught by her. In particular, lessons of Sunan ibn Majah and 
(hen the other collections of Hadith. 

(Mashahir-un-Nisa) 

Bibi Hanifah 

Bibi Hanifah was the daughter of Shaykh Abdur- 
Rehman ibn Ahmed ibn 'Umar ibn Al-Qimni. She is 
considered one of the world reputed scholars and narrators of 
Hadith of the ninth century Hijrah. She had her learning of 
Hadith from Allam Kamal ibn Khayr, the most illustrious 
Muhaddith of the day. After having completed her learning, 
she setup her own Darsgah and gave away wealth of 
knowledge to thousands of finders. Many contemporary big 
names had their learning at her Darsgah. Imam Jalal-ud-Din 
Suyyuti regarded her one of his spiritual guides. 

(Tadhkara-ul-Khawatin) 


Bibi Malikah (t^ aSt ^ j) 

Bibi Malikah was the daughter of Sharf-ud-Din ibn 
'Abdullah Maqdisi. She had been a well-known narrator of 
Hadith in eighth century Hijrah. She remained attached to the 
task of coaching the seekers of knowledge for most of her life. 
A large number of people studied Hadith from her. Imam ibn 
Hajar 'Askalani is also said to be conferred authority to narrate 
Hadith by her. Bibi Malikah died in 802H. 


(Mashahir-un-Nisa) 
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Bibi Umm 'Umar 

Bibi Umm 'Umar vvas daughter of Hafiz Taqi-ud-Din 

Rafe As‘Salami, She had been a notable Muhaddithah. She 
learned Hadiih from A llama Abdur-Rahim ibn Abi-Al-Ves/r 
and some other known scholars. Afterwards, she founded her 
own darsgah. She is also one of those glorified scholars from 

whom ibn Hajar Askalani and the others took the authority. 
She died in 805H. 


fMashahir-un-Nisa) 



Bibi Amat-ul-Khalique 

Bibi Amat-ul‘Khalique was daughter of Abdul Latif 
ibn Sadaqa ibn Aws Al-Manadi AI-'Aqabi. She was born in 
8I4H. During studies she read books including Masnad 
Ahmad. Mua'jjam Tabrani, Sir ah ibn Hisham, Minhaj and 
memorized some of them. She joined the class of Allam 
Jamal-ud-Din Hanbali and received learning from him. She, 
afterwards, setup her own Darsgah and occupied herself with 
coaching the finders of knowledge for many years to come. A 
number of noted Muhadditheen reported Ahadith only after 
they had heard from her. Imam Jalal-ud-Din Suyyuti too, 
learned Traditions from her. She was a gifted poetess as well. 
Here are some of her couplets. 



yCJOi 

^ jLLaII 


juill 

Ikll Li 

“d U^l jl 


l_,.l <i)l jljl 

lit 


i 

Jie Ij 

0^3 

« 

Let j 


^«ol 



<L*»j 



Ijt 



4lL: 

<1JI 

Jj 


r 
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"It is my destiny, which owns me sometime and 
forsakes me sometime. I may commit a mistake but not my 
jestiny should make. When Allah wills any of His slaves, do a 
mk He holds back his hearing and thinking, though he may 
he man of sagacity, good hearing and watching. He pulls 
wisdom out of him like a hair is removed from butter, till he 
loes the work and then his wisdom is restituted so that he 
could restart to learn his lesson. " Bibi Amat~ul-Khalique died 

in 920H. 

(Tadhkirah Al-Khavi teen) 

Bibi Fatimah bint Ibrahim 

Bibi Fatimah bint Ibrahim had been a very famous 
il/ukddiihain eighth century Hijrah. She had no equal in 
learning, excellence, piety and abstinence. She died in 741 H. 

(Mashahir-un-Nisa) 

•UJ' 

Bibi Zaynab was daughter of Sulayman ibn Ibrahim 
ibn Rahmat-as-Shae’riah. She commanded authority in the 
of Hadiih. She gave lessons in Syria, .later went to Egypt 
and spent rest of the life there in taking lessons and giving. 

Her exceptional abilities made her known as Mustanad- 
Momeshkyah (a lady authorized from Damascus). 

(Mashahir-un-Nisa) 


Bibi Zaynab bint Sulayman (Uf-iU' 


Zumarrad Khatun w-;) 

Zumarrad Khatun was Sultan Salah-ud-Din Avvubi’s 

m 

sister. She was generally known as Saii-ush-Sham (Queen of 
Syria). She was virtuous, appreciative of literacy and 
knowledge, and generous. She founded a grand institution 
where various faculties of studies were established and most 
illustrious of all the scholars of the time Shaykh 'Uthman ibn 
WurRehman ibn Assalah Sheherzori was appointed its head. 
The institution commanded prominence among all the others 
of its kind, 


(Dairah-Al~ Ma 'araf) 
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Bibi SattuMhI (l^ <tUf 


j) 


(When we have sexual intercourse with woman, this 


has to be done, like taking a bath becomes due, etc.) she wrote 
and unintentionally an embarrassed smile reddened her face. 


Bibi Satt-ul-Ahlwas daughter of 'A/wan ibn Sa'id ib/j fhelmam, by sheer of chance had a look on her face. Sensing 

A/wan ibn Kamil. She had been one of the distinguished ihc feelings on her face, he was put to shame and was so 
scholars and mystics in the seventh century Hijrah. She was ovenvhelmed that it left him dead on the spot. 



native of Ba'Ibak (Iraq) and follower of Hanbali school of 
jurisprudence. She reported Ahadith from Bahaud-Din 
Maqdasi. She died in 703H. 

(Mas hah ir- un-Nisa) 


Bibi Hamdah 


j) 


Bibi Hamdah had been an excellent oratoress in the 
last years of Fourth century Hijrah. She was native of 
Baghdad. She achieved knowledge of Hadith from Shaykh 
Ahmed ibn Ali ibn Badran Al-Halwani. Bibi Hamdah had 
established her Darsgah at Bab Al-Maratab in Baghdad and 
held her Dars (discources) sessions there and gave lessons of 
Hadith and Fiqh. /t is said that an eminent contemporary ibn 
Sama'ani learnt the art of speech and bad his study of Hadith 
from Bibi Hamdah. 

(T adhkarah Al-Khawteen) 


Bibi *Amaim 


\ 


j) 


Bibi A maim was the daughter of Allama 
Hisam-ud-Din ibn Muhammad ibn Ayyub Al-Hussayni. She 
had been a noted Hadith scholar in the ninth century Hijrah. A 
number of reputed scholars gained knowledge of Hadith from 
her. 

(Mashahir-i-Niswan) 


Daughter of Imam Tahawi 


j) 


Daughter of Imam Tahawi was a woman of 
outstanding intellect. She performed as secretary to her father. 
He dictated the lessons on Hadith and Fiqh and she would 
write it down. His death had been an event to be elaborated. 
One day he was dictating his daughter the comments on some 
issues of Fiqh pertaining to the females including that of the 
sexual intercourse. He dictated the words: 


Ij 4JIUIJ4JJ ui 

(la, verily we are for Allah and to Him we are to return,) 

The above incident displays that the sense of shame is 
felt by the righteous people only. Both father and the daughter 
truly represented modest folk. It is notable that priorly the 
Mothers of the Faithful, the Sahabyat and other modest 
women exhibited the true Islamic way of life. They were the 
women of outstanding knowledge and qualities, yet they 
observed perfect (veil) but Muslim women of today, 
though are educated but uncontrolled sense of liberalism has 
driven them to unveiledness. If Hijab caused any hurdle in the 
way of learning, how Aishah would become 

(hemost illustrious scholar, keeping at home, veiled and 
without ever having gone to any school or college, that some 
of (he commanding Companions of the Prophet (aJU jJUi 
j4-j)sought guidance from her, staying behind a curtain. 
Besides, as ail Muslim know, she was rewarded with half the 
knowledge of Prophet-hood. 


The other revered woman Khadijah 


< 







wasknower of the intimacies of the Prophet-hood. When the 
Prophet was embarrassed after the first revelation, Khadijah 
consoled him and took him to Waraqah ibn Nawfal, a great 
knower of the Holy writ, as she knew, who could treat her 
husband. Then there are women Successors, the Followers and 
a number of lateral entries like Rabe’a Basryah and Rabe*a 
Advyah who were the most accomplished ladies and had 
achieved outstanding grade of knowledge but all they had, was 
attained inside the walled houses. 

%/>and Fatawa of Muhaddithat 

(Women Hadith Scholars who made decrees and 
Wets in the light of Islamic jurisprudence) 









Muhaddithat 



Imam ibn Qayyam gave detailed accounts of 
twenfy-two Sahahvat who were known for making Fatwah 


(decree) under the rules of Fig h. 

Sbaykb ’A/auddin Samarkand!, a Hanfi scholar, author 
of Tuhfah-ul-Fuqaha (Gift for Jurists) had a daughter, Fatimafi 
who was a great Islamic jurist. Her husband Shaykh Alauddin 
Kasani authored the glorious book Alhada'awassana'a, which 
was exegesis of Tuhfah-uFFuqaha and if, during that he made 

any mistake, his wife would rectify it. The decree was signed 

by all three, Fatimah, her husband and father. AmatuI Wahid 
Satinah bint Qadi Hussayn ibn Isma'el Mahamali had 
memorized Al-Quran and Fiqh and attained perfection in Fiqk 
Shafe'i. She made decrees with attestation of Shaykh Ali ibn 

Hurayrah. AmaturRehman bint Shaykh Taqiuddin ibn Ibrahim 
ibn Ali Wasti was known for decrees and Fiqh and was called 
'Satt-ul-Fuqaha'. Umm Zaynab Fatima bint Abbas 
Baghdadyah was a noted scholar, jurist and commanded 
dominence among the contemporary women. 

Memorization of Al-Quran, Recitation and 

elucidation of Al-Quran by Muhaddithat 

Hafsah bint Sirin had memorized A-Quran with its 
meanings in the early age of twelve. She was an excellent 
Qaryah t'melodious reciter). Hisham narrates that whenever 

her brother Muhammad ibn Sirin had any doubt or 
misperception in Qirat, he would send one of his pupils to ask 
Hafsah how she recited it. Hafsah would read half of Quran 
every night. 

Fatimah Nishapuryah, the noted expiicator of the Holy 
Quran spoke ever with the context of the meanings of the 
Quran. Ibn Muluk asked Dhun-Nun Misri about her. He said, 
"She is Waliyya (one of the friends of Allah) and my teacher 
and mentor." 

Maymunah bint Abu Ja'far Madnayah was a Qariah 

(reciter) of great fame. She had learnt it from her father. Imam 
Al-Qura' ibn Jazri told about his daughter Salma that she 
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memorized the Holy Quran with seven modes of Qirat while 
she knew ten styles of Qirat. No male could equal her in this 
field. 

In the palace of Zubaydah Khatun, wife of the Caliph 
Hartin-Rashid, one thousand maids were always reciting the 
Noble Quran. The palace resounded with their harmonious 
voices, which mingled out to become like buzzing of bees. 

The Mughal emperor Shah Jahan's grand daughter 
princess Shad Khanum wrote the Holy Quran in Rihan writing 
style and her own name and lineage in writing style. 

Safiyya bint Ibrahim acted as guide to the female 
worshippers, continents and the mystics in the Holy Houses of 
Makkah and Madinah. She took care of male indigents and 

worshippers, too. 

Khatib Baghdadi and ibn Jawzi narrate about Fatimah 
bint Abdur-Rehman Harranyah that she was called Sofia as she 
always put on (wool) clothing. She let herself sleep on her 
prayer rug without laying bed and it continued for more than 
sixty years. The female institutions were established in houses 
till fourth century Hijrah where lessons of different skills and 
studies were taught. When formal schools were started to be 
setup, the Muslim women too, established schools for women. 

The noted scholar of Muslim Spain Alimah bint 
Muhammad imparted education in various fields to women 
and was known as Ai-.Moallimah (great lady teacher). So was 
Maryam hini Yaqub Shalbiah Hajjah. Both had female 
schools. 

Umm Hussayn bini Shaykh Shihabuddin Tabri, the 
of Makkah worked a great deal for the welfare of 
Makkans. Imam Farsi writes that she had established a 
Madrosso for orphans in Makkah. 

Princess Rabiy‘a Khatun was a learned woman of high 
grades. She had founded a grand Institution in Syria at Jabal 
and was buried in the courtyard of the Mcidrassa. 








'Aliniat -0- 'Arifat 
(Scholars and Mystics) 

(May Allah bless their souls) 





'Aishah bint Ja'far Sadiq (u^aDi w-j) 

'Aishah bint Ja'far Sadiq would take pride in being a 
Muslim. She had full faith in Allah and often said endearingly 
(hat if she was driven into Hell, she would openly say, "When I 
believed in Oneness of Allah then why this punishment is 
being inflicted on me." She died in I45H and was buried at 
Bab Al-Qarana, Egypt, where her mausoleum lies now. 

MORAL: 

O' women! very rare are those who are entitled to have 
such a place and those who have, they got it by total 
submission, so you must take the same path. Total obedience 
and submission to Allah means: never to do the following for 
any one save Allah: to worship, to ask for help, to fear, to 
make effort to please and to care for displeasure. Besides, your 
praise should not please you and to censure your doings may 
not sadden you. If someone annoys you, forgive him and 
maintain it to be Allah's will and proclaim, 'I am His slave, I 
should always be at the will and mercy of Allah.' If a person 
believes in Oneness of Allah, he needs not to have fear of Hell. 
As the lady 'Aishah believed in Allah in totality, she knew that 
the foremost blessing of Faith is that the Fire is not for the 
Believers. 

Fatimah bint Abdul Malik 

Fatimah bint Abdul Malik was a highly placed woman 
of first century Hijrah. She was wife of the great Banu 
Umayyad Caliph 'Umar ibn Abdul Aziz and daughter of Abdul 
Malik ibn Marwan. She was raised in palatial atmosphere like 
princesses and she was familiar with the royal culture. 'Umar 
ibn Abdul Aziz, himself a man of great beauty was regarded 
one of the few who greatly were mindful of their get-up. His 
diet and dress were equally worthy of royalty. But after he had 
to take over the charge of the Caliphate, he gave up all 
princely practices. He turned his mouth away from the superb 
and delicious cuisine. The pulses were started to be cooked 
daily and all the people of his household were sick with the 
pulses. 


Leading Ladies 


124 

One day a servant complained his matron that he was 
fed up with the pulses. She silenced him to tell that his master, 

the Commander of the Faithful, too ate the same and they 

themselves, as well. Once the Caliph praised the taste of 

Lebanon-honey before her. She sent word to ruler of Lebanon, 

Ibn Ma'd/ Karb. He immediately sent the honey. When it was 
served before the Caliph, he questioned from his wife if she 

had ordered for that. She answered in affirmative and the 
Caliph sold out the honey and deposited the price in Baytal 
Mai (state exchequer). Once a woman came from Iraq to get 

approved the allowance for her orphan daughters. She saw the 
first lady baking bread herself and sat near her. She was 
looking at the house and then said regretfully that she had 
come to find some favours from that house but it, itself is in 
the worst. The Caliph's wife said, "your homes are cared, at 
the cost of ours." Then she inquired about her problems and 
put her case before the Caliph who approved the allowance 
forthwith. When 'Umar ibn Abdul Aziz fell ill with mortal 
disease, his brother in law Muslima ibn Abdul Malik came to 
inquire about his health. He saw the Commander of the 
Faithful wearing a worn Kameez (long shirt). He took aside 
his sister and asked her to change the Kameez of the 
Commander of the Faithful. She told her astonished brother 
that the ruler of the greatest empire of the time had that only 
shirt. Fatimah was a woman who was bom with a silver spoon 
in her mouth and was bred with royal manners. But she 
withdrew from that sort of life to the will and wish of her 
husband and lived her life poorly. She lived long after her 
husband but she persisted to live simply. The noted Turk 
writer Dhehni Afindi writes, "Fatimah bint Abdul Malik ibn 
Marwan was known Dhatul Khiniar (the woman of shawl). 

She was a lady of great piety and reverence. Her tomb 
is in Busra (Syria) where her devotees pay visits frequently. 

(Serah 'Umar ibn Abdul Aziz. Taba'in Tarikh Islam) 
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Umm-e-Rabaya (U^aJJii^j) 

She was the mother of Imam Abu 'Uthman Rabaya 
Ar-Rai(4si^-tUii4^^) (obiit; 136H). She was married to a pious 
young man Abu Abdur-Rehman Farokh, a native of Madinah. 
W/jo was the slave of Bani Tamim. Imam Rabaya was left 
unborn when his father Abu Abdur Rehman Farokh had to 
leave for the campaign of Khurasan. He gave thirty thousand 
gold coins to his wife before he left and told her that the 
money was all, he had. He asked her to keep the money with 
care. "I have the intention to enter upon business if I return 
safe from the battle field. You can spend, however, out of this 
money in my absence if ever it needs as much as you want. 
When you shall be blessed with son or daughter after me, let 
(he child be bred nicely." Saying this, he bade farewell to his 
wife and joined the Muslim troops in Damascus. A chain of 
conquests had opened loose for Muslims. One campaign after 
(he other until twenty-seven years passed since he had left his 
home to participate in Jihad. During all those years, neither he 
could return home nor could establish any contact. A son was 
born to his wife back home who was named Rabaya. She was 
a sagacious and farsighted lady. Though the distance between 
her and her husband had discoloured her life but she brought 
up her son very excellently. She managed high standard 
education for her promising son until all the money, her 
husband had left was spent. 

Rabaya turned to be very intelligent and hard working. 

He memorized the Holy Quran in very early age and within a 
few years, mastered the learning of Quran, Hadith, Islamic 
jurisprudence and literature. The fame of his erudition spread 
across Arabia. He was a recognized Imam (authority). People 
called him Imam Rabaya Ar-Rai. Imam Rabaya delivered his 
discourse daily in Mosque of the Prophet (^JL-j Up and 

the seekers of knowledge would come from distant places to 
attend his lectures. Some of those learners later became great 
Imm (leader of Islam) themselves. The prominent among 
them were Imam Malik, Imam Sufyan Thori and Imam Awzai. 

After long twenty-seven years, Farokh could take leave 
of Jihad and set out for homeland. After a long journey he 
entered Madinah with elegance, riding on a thoroughbred 
horse, the sword fastened along his side and a long spear in his 
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hand. He knocked at the door with the point of' spear. Imam 

Rabaya came out. Both father and the son did not know each 
other. Farokh's hasty and unhesitant entry into the house was 

checked by his son Imam Rabaya, who said. "Who are you to 

enter my home vvitboiir permission.” 

”I fear, you are not in your senses. I am entering my 
house not yours. Who are you, poking your nose.” The 
exchange of heated words raised their voices. The neighbours 

gathered to have heard the uproar. Each of the both was 
threatening the other to take him to the higher authority. Some 
one informed Imam Malik. He immediately reached. He 
addressed Farokh tenderly and asked why he was entering the 
house of a noble man and why he does not go somewhere else. 

At that, the stranger introduced himself and said, ”l am Abdur 
Rehman Farokh. This is my own house. I had gone to J/7?a(/ 
and now returned after 27years biit no one knows me." 

Hearing the voice of Farokh. his wife peeped through 
the chink of the door and recognized her husband at once. She 
called in both Rabaya and Farokh to tell Imam Rabaya that the 
elegant stranger was his father. She told Abdur-Rehman that 
the son was born a few months after his departure. Both the 
father and son embraced while eyes of both were wet with 
tears of joy. After he had dined and taken rest, he asked his 
wife about thirty thousands, he had left. The wife assured him 
that all the amount w'as safe. Meanwhile time came of prayer 
and the lecture. Imam Rabaya went to Mosque of the Prophet 
(^j 4yU -dji JUf) as he heard the (call for prayer). The 
wife asked Abu Abdur-Rehman to say prayer in the Nab\7 
Mosque. He went and saw there a graceful young man 
surrounded by respectful listeners. The speaker was his own 
son, the great Imam Rabaya but because he was putting on 
tarboosh on his head, he could not recognize him from 
distance. He asked some one who the noble man was. "Do you 
not know him?" the person said with surprise "He is Imam 
Rabaya Ar-Rai ibn Abdur-Rehman." An unnarratable 
happiness overwhelmed him to hear this and the tears welled 
up from his eyes with gratitude to Allah. He spontaneously 
said. "Great thanks to Allah who raised the name of my son." 

He came home, delighted and told his wdfe that the 
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reverence and veneration which was extended to his son, he 
never observed before for any one else. 

Vo you prefer the dignity and respect of your son or 
thirty thousand gold coins?” the wife put the meaningful 
(juestion. "I swear by Allah, the thirty thousands is equal to 
nothing as compared to the honour and obedience accorded to 
him." "Then listen, I have spent all that money to educate him 
and adorn him with these qualities” the wife said. "No other 
could be better use of the money than this one. You, by 
spending the money have made my son, king of the empire 
ivliichhasno fear of decline and fall.” 

Imam Rabaya is counted among the Aiemmah Taba'm 
((k leader Successors to the Companions of the Prophet 

He was a man of great knowledge. His erudition 
commanded veneration from most respected scholars, Islamic 
jurists and even from the kings and queens. He achieved that 
pride and glory because of the far-sightedness and 
inowledgeableness of his mother who did not endear the 
wealth for the education of her child. This indicates that the 
first step of educating the child begins with the lap of the 
mother and the mother is the architect of the fate of children. 
Ifthe mothers pays full attention to the breeding of their 
children, there is no basis to believe, they would not grow in 
to proud sons of motherland and the nation. 

(Taba'in-Ghulaman Islam) 

Sayyadah Nufaysah bint Hasan 

Nufaysah bint Hasan was one of the most venerable- 
erudites and mystics of second century Hijrah. She was 
(laughter of Hasan ibn Zayd ibn Hasan ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib 
andwifeof Ishaque ibn Ja'far Sadiq ibn Muhammad Baqir ibn 
AliZayn-ul-Abidin ibn Hussayn ibn Ali. She was born in 
l45H(orin 134H). She is narrated to fast very frequently and 
would keep long vigils. The words of penitence were always 
on her tongue and she persistently begged pardon of Allah, 
Aaken and restless with fear of her so called sins. She would 
'maintain the Tahajjud prayer. She performed Hajj thirty' times 
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in her life. She would weep bitterly while making Tawaf. She 
held the hanging border of the cover of the Ka'bah and made 
the following supplication to Allah with great humility, "Allah, 
Almight}', Thou art my Master. I, a humble slave of Thine, beg 
Thy approval. I pray to make me contented on Thy pleasure." 
Imam Shafe'i was a contemporary of Sayyadah Nufaysah. He 
would frequently sought her audience and discussed scholarly 
issues. He is also reported to have learnt a great deal of the 
knowledge of Hadith from her. Both were respectful and 
appreciative of each other. Imam Shafe'i, who died in 204H 
had made the will that his funeral procession might be taken 
along the front of Sayyadah's house. When the procession 

passed by, she prayed her funeral prayer at home. A number of 
Karamat (unusual happenings - miracles) are also counted on 
her part. The Egyptians were devoted greatly to her for her 
erudition, continence and piety. Even today, her mausoleum, 
built in 208H at Cairo is the resort of all. Her mausoleum is 
known as Mashhad-i-Nufaysah and is frequented by her 
devotees. The account of the event of her death is very 
inspiring. It is narrated that Sayyadah was reciting from the 
Holy Quran in the month of Ramadan, when suddenly acute 
weakness overwhelmed her and her pulse ceased beating. All 
of the relatives pressed to break the fast but she said that it 
was her long lasting wish to die while fasting. "Now, why I 
should lose the chance if my supplication is likely to be 
answered" she told firmly and breathed her last when Koranic 
words were on her lips. 

(Mashahir Niswan) 

Fatimah Nishapuri 

Dhun-Nun Misri had been a great mystic. He says that 
he received great benefits from Fatimah. She would say that 
one who does not adhere constantly to Allah, he is an easy 
target of all sorts of sins and he speaks with out thinking over. 
But one who is devoted to Allah, he is like a dumb as he never 
speaks nonsense. He feels shame from Allah. Abu Yezid says 
that Fatimah was a woman of outstanding wisdom. When she 
was informed of any event of anywhere, she would be 
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knowing that already. She died on the way to Makkah for 

Umrah in 223H. 

UfOML 

O'women! Just look the benefits of devotion. The 
constancy will guard you against sins. We have also come to 
know (hat she was divinely intimated. Though the ability is 
not an absolute indication of being highly placed, but, with a 
good person. (Behishti 

hvar) 

i/mm-e-Sufyan Thori (^ > 

Umm Sufyan was the wife of the great Successor Sa'id 
ibn Masruq and mother of Imam Sufyan Thori, a noted 
member of the venerable community of the Followers of the 
Successors. Her husband Sa'id ibn Masruq was a highly placed 
reformer and an authentic narrator of Hadith. She herself was 
a pious, good mannered and learned lady. Imam Thori says 
ihatonce, at night, he looked at the sky and felt his body 
empty of heart. He mentioned it to his mother. She said, "It 
seems, you didn't look at the sky to learn some lesson but you 
wanted just fun." The parents of Imam Thori lived poorly and 
unable to pay for the education of their son. But strong desire 
and determination of Umm Sufyan removed all hurdles. She 
told her son to go ahead on the way to attain knowledge and 
she would meet the expenses by spinning cotton. Umm Sufyan 
not only persuaded her son to gain knowledge but also advised 
that his education should have been a means to build his 
conduct and character, not to spoil them. Once, said to him, 
"My son! When you are able to write ten words, please note, 
whether your grace and respect was increased in the eyes of 
people or not, if not then rest assured that your education did 
fiotgive benefit to you." 

(Taba-'a Taba'in) 

Mil Umm-e>lhsan 

Umm Ihsan had been a mystic of great note in the 
*«)nd century Hijrah. She was native of Kufa and her piety 
•"li continence was proverbial. Her cousins and other people 
cfb family were rich and wealthy but she lived the life a 
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pauper. Imam Sufyan Thori, who was her contemporary, 
would visit her home to attend her scholarly gatherings. Imam 
Thori says that he saw nothing in her home except a worn rug. 
According to another report her sons were well off, but she 
took nothing from them or any one else and spent her life in 
atbached cottage. Once Imam Thori said to her, "O' Umm 
Ihsan, if your cousins or sons get word of your plight, they, 
certainly shall make all provisions." Signs of displeasure were 
quite evident on her face to hear his words. She said, "O' 
Sufyan! Your words have lessened your place in my eyes. Do 
you not see, I never prayed for anything of this world from 
Lord of the lords, why, then, it should be expected that I 
would want from them who, themselves are wanters. Wallahl ! 
could not live a moment devoid of remembrance of Allah and 
direct my hopes on anyone else." Imam Thori began to cry on 
this warning and said, "O' Umm Ihsan you are indeed a slave 
of Allah." Year of her death is not mentioned in any book. 

(Nafahatul Urn) 

Childhood of Rabe'a Basrya 

Rabc’a Basrya has been the leading mystic of all the 
ages. Some one asked her how it happened that she took the 
path of devotion to Allah. She told, "I was of seven years when 
famine broke out in Basra. My parents died and my three 
sisters were separated from me. I am called Rabe'a because I 
was fourth after my three sisters (Rabe'a means fourth in 
Arabic). I fell in the hands of an unkind man who sold me out 
for six dirhams only. 

The person who paid my price was also a stone- 
hearted man. He would put me to hard work. One day 1 fell 
from the roof and my arm was broken. I put my face against 
the earth and prayed, "My Lord! I, a poor and orphan, in the 
custody of a pitiless person beg Thine mercy may be bestowed 
on me. I am anxious to resign myself to Thy pleasure. If it is 
all with Thy will, then I need not to worry." A voice said, 
"O' girl! Do not be sad. You are going to gain a place where 
you shall command respect from all and you will win 
appreciation from those who are considered to be near to 
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Allah." When I returned home I began to keep fasts and would 

be at my devotions at night. Once, at a night I was praying, 

"My Lord, Thou know that my desires are in consonance with 
Thy orders, and the vision of my eye is just the reward of 
being at Thy service. My Lord! Thou know my intent, if I were 
not obliged to serve one of Thy servants, I would never have 

lived inattentive of my devotions even for a single moment." 

Meanwhile my master happened to come in to the 
room and he saw a source of light suspended above my head, 
without having been hung from the ceiling. All the house was 
lighted up because of it. The master called me the very next 
day, paid me great respect and set me free. I took leave of him 

and set out for the desolated suburbs to reside. I chose a 
remote, uninhabited area and settled there. It was my every day 
practice to pray one thousand Rabat (bows) of supererogatory 
prayers. 

fUsvah-us-Salihin) 

Contentment of Rabe'a ajut 

It is narrated that once, some guests came to visit her. 
Unluckily she had nothing to offer save two dried loaves of 
bread. Meanwhile a beggar came who asked for something to 
eat. She gave both the breads to him. The guests might have 
thought that she gave away all she had and now what they 
would be offered. A little after some one called out her name. 
She asked who he was. He told that the person so and so had 
sent her meals. She accepted and began to count the breads, 
which turned eighteen. To utter surprise of the guests who 
were eagerly waiting for the feast to be served, she said, 
returning the feast to the carrier, "It is not for me." The carrier 
insisted that she was the person for whom the meals had been 
sent. "Why, then, it is short of the calculation. Allah has 
promised to return ten fold for what is given in His name. 1 

gave two breads and the breads you brought should have been 
twenty, while these are eighteen. Where are the remaining two 
breads, as Allah does not break His promise. So this meal is 
not for me."You are true" the cairier said, "The breads were 
rightly twenty. I stole two of them, pi ase return not the meals. 
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I restore the two breads." Having been satisfied, she accepted 


the meals. 


(Taslimo Rada, Khutbat Hakimul Ummat, Volume-!^ 


Alyahf The Princess 

Princess Alyab was the daughter of third Abbaside 
Caliph Mahdi (I58H-I69H) and half sister of fifth Calipfi 
Harunar-Rashid. Her mother was Maknunah. Her father made 
superb arrangements for her education. So she achieved 
erudition in the learning of The Quran and the Hadith besides 
other current fields. She was a pious lady and extremely 
punctual in her prayers. She used to recite of the Holy Quran 
after fayr prayer in her sweet voice and thereupon busied 
herself in study of books. 
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Abbasah, The Princess 

Princess Abbasah was daughter of the Caliph Mahdi 
Abbasiand sister of the Caliphs Hadi and Harunar Rashid. She 
ms bom in Kufa in 154H (771 A.D). She was educated at 
foyal standards and most celebrated scholars and teachers of 
various arts were hired to educate her. Her accomplishments in 
different fields of studies earned her a great respect from the 
leading scholars of all schools of thought. She was fond of 
literature and the literati. It is reported that the eloquent 
exegesis of the Holy Quran made by her would bewilder the 
scholars of great note. She used to recite of the Koranic verses 
wilh passion in her melodious voice. Poetry and literature were 
lierengaging subjects. She was a woman of outstanding 
beauty, intelligence, good manners and wisdom. 


Zubaydah, the Empress 



j) 


Umm Ja'far, Zubaydah was the darling queen of fifth 
Abbaside Caliph Harunar Rashid (170H, 786 A.D to 193H. 
A.D). Her name was AmatuI Aziz but she came to be 



known as Zubaydah. Her grandfather Abu Ja'far Manmir who 
badendearly named her Zubaydah, made very special 
arrangements for her education. Very competent and highly 
qualified teachers and scholars were hired. Zubaydah, herself 

was very intelligent and right-minded. She obtained education 
with great interest and developed an attachment with the 
^rdn and Hadith, which persisted for the entire of her life. 
She excelled in Arabic literature as well as other fields of 
learning. Her erudition could be compared with those of the 
celebrated scholars of her days. Zubaydah was a very graceful 
lady. She was kind hearted, generous and literary minded. 
Though her living was regal and her magnificence and 
splendour was unparalleled in the precincts of the royalties. 
On the one hand thousands of dinars were spent on her single 
dress, her footwears were studded with diamonds and pearls 


and her palaces were lighted with candles of amber. Her 
kitchen expenditures were more than ten thousand dirhams 
daily. Hundreds of people would live on her kitchen. On the 
other hand her life was a decent example of a devout Muslim 
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woman. She had engaged one hundred slave girls who would 

recite the Holy Quran constantly. Her palaces perpetually 
echoed with the voices of the recitation. She was very 

respectful to the literati. Some of them were granted regular 

stipends. She was very punctual in prayers and the fastings. 

She went on //ayy a number of times. Once she made the 

journey to the holy land on foot. She took great interest in the 
projects of public welfare and would spend on them 

generously. She built inns and lodges on the way from Iraq to 

Makkah and dug the wells for pilgrims and travellers. The 
road was lost from time to time as the storms and strong winds 

would often carry along the sand and dust and spread all 
around, leaving all the area a vast desert and the travellers 
wandered about, unable to find the road. The queen, Zubaydah 
cost hundreds of thousands of dinars to erect the stonewall 
along both sides of the road to block the winds carrying sand. 
She built a number of grand mosques, as well. She also dug a 
big canal from the mount of Lebanon to Beirut to provide 
water for the people, of the area. But her monumental work 
which would become a legend in the days to come was the 
construction of the Zubaydah Canal a landmark in the history 
of hydro engineering. It is stated that years before the 

Caliphate of Harunar Rashid was established, there was acute 

■ 

shortage of water in Makkah. Local inhabitants and the 
pilgrims were equally in great distress. Sometimes a small 
waterskin would cost up to ten dirhams and big one for a gold 
coin. A time came when the scarcity of water endangered the 
lives of people and the livestock and it was taken very 
seriously, if the proper arrangements were not made, hundreds 
of thousands lives would be lost. The officials reported the 
gravity of the situation to the empress. She resolved to solve 
the problem by ensuring persistent supply of water to 
Makkans and the pilgrims. She summoned the hydro engineers 
and the master architects and ordered them to find out some 
springs in the mountainous suburbs of Makkah. After months 
of maneuvering and surveying they succeeded, at last, to find 
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I (IvT^ngs, one on the way to laif at the distance of 25 
I i(jiometers from Makkah and the other in the hills of Kara in 
ifje valley of Noman. But to bring water to Makkah was an 
ypliill task. Ranges of mountains were a real hurdle. But the 
sijjbitious empress ordered the project to be implemented and 
assured the men ’that she was ready to pay a gold coin for 
every stroke of the pick. The work started and with tireless 
efforts of three years, thousands of workers and warders made 
possible, which once seemed impossible. They maneuvered 
(liecanal through the hilly valleys by cutting open the hearts of 
(lie imposing mountains. The bill of the gigantic project rose 
(0 seventy Lacs gold dinars. When the documents of accounts 
were produced to the empress, she was seated in her palace, at 
k bank of the river Tigris. She did not even cast an eye at the 
documents and directed the papers to be thrown in to the 
Tigris and said, "I have left these accounts to be settled on the 
kcounfM/fy Day, as, all I have done, is to seek favours from 
Allah. If any amount is owing on my account, I am ready to 
pay and if anyone else owes to me, I write it off." 


In addition to all emoluments and dues, empress 
Zubaydah gave away prizes and bestowals generously to all 
(lie people of the project and ordered the event to be 
celebrated. 


As for the Zubaydah Canal, actually two separate 
canals were dug from both the fountains, which were merged 
somewhere in the hills into a single canal, which runs up to 
Arafat and Mina. Along the banks of the canal, tanks were 
made at proper places to store the water of rains, whichever to 
supplement the canal water. The base of the canal was 
concreted to prevent the sepage of water. A considerable part 
of the canal was covered to keep the water unpolluted from the 
sand-storms which was a frequented event of the area. In the 
beginning the canal came to be named 'Ayna/ Mashash but 
later it was attributed to Zubaydah. The 33 kilometers long 
canal flowing by the Mount of Arafat, made its tail end at 
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Chah Zubaydah, a site, at few kilometers from Makkah. The 

empress intended to extend it to Makka/i, bur some 

unconquerable hurdles blocked the way. Bur still the water 

came in to the reach of the Makkans. 

(Mashahir Niswani 

Bibi Umm-e-Talaq 

Umm Talaq had been a woman of great piery and 
adoration in second century Hijrah. She prayed her prayers 
with utmost punctuality. Muhammad ibn Sannan narrates with 
a reference to Shu'bah ibn Dukhan that Umm Talaq used to 
pray four hundred Nawafil (optional prayer) daily and recited 
from the Holy Quran to her utmost ability. The noted member 
of the community of the Successors to the Holy Prophet's (ji^ 

Companions Sufyan ibn 'Ayniyah (pbiiv. 198H) 
was the contemporary of Umm Talaq and would call at her to 
hear words of wisdom from time to time. 

She would say that human heart is a ruler if you opt to 
be ruled and a slave if you opt to rule. Ibn Rumi says that the 
thatch of her cottage was very low. He asked in surprise why 
was so. She explained that 'Umar had ordered his 

governors not to build lofty buildings, saying, "the time shall 
be the worst when the high rising building are started to be 
erectecj." 

(T ibn Sdd) 

Bibi Amatui Jalil 

It has been reported in Tabqat She'rani that Amatui 
Jalil was one of the pious and virtous women of Arabia. Once, 
in her age it came to be discussed in the mystical circles that 
what should be the credentials of a Wali (friend of Allah). All 
passed their opinion but the difference did exist. Then it was 
agreed to approach Bibi Amatui Jalil. When she was 
contacted, she defined, "The Wali is that who spends every 
moment of his life in the remembrance of Allah, turns 
absolutely other wards from this mortal world and never could 
be persuaded to anything else. If ever you come to know that, 
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I so and so has taken a path other than the above, do not 
I irust in bis Wilayat." Supposedly her age was third century 

I Hijrah. 

CNafahdtul Uns) 

BibiVbaydah 

Bibi Vbaydah was a woman of great virtues and piety 
in the age of Abbaside Caliph Mamunar-Rashid (198H-218H) 
andMo'tasim Billah (2I8H-227H). Abu Alfarj Asfahani has 
fnade mention of her talents and skills in his book Al-Aghani. 


Bibi Sha'wanah (i^ 4i)i 

Bibi Sha'wanah was a woman of great piety and 
virtues in the second century Hijrah. She was native of Persian 
(Iranian) city, Ablah. Devotion and continence were her great 
merits. She had a sweet voice and when she recited from the 
HolyQuran, it captivated the hearts and souls of the listeners. 

Her address and discourse were very persuasive and scholars 
of note and people of long vigils would attend her 
congregations. She was very light-hearted and used to weep 
frequently in fear of Allah. Once, some of her well wishers 
asked her not to weep so much, lest her eyes should be 
suffered. "Weeping to be blind in this world is better than to 
gelblindwith Doom of Hell" She answered. Then said further, 
The eye which is unable to see its loved one but has the 
longing to see, it is not worthy of it to remain unwept. It has 
been reported that once Fadil ibn Ayyad, {who once would 
comil robbery but later he made penitence and became a 
kmt Follower. He went to Baghdad to be taught by Imam 
itu Hanifa. After having completed his learning, he joined 
k company of Khawja Abdul Wahid ibn Zayd and was 
itesi^naled to be his successor. He came to be known one of 
tfie venerated scholars and friends of Allah.) called at her and 
begged to pray for him. She asked him if he had any reason, 
by the help of which she could pray Allah and it. might be 
answered. Fadil ibn Ayyad began to tremble to hear that and 
M unconscious, thereupon. Three sayings of Sha'-wanah are 
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worth noting: 

I. One Nsho is devoted to Allah, cannot be satiated how 

so ever, he or she makes remembrance of Him. 

2. The eye unable to see whom it desires to see, is better 

to shed tears. 

3. One who cannot weep himself, should have mercy on 

the weepers who lament repentant, on their misfortune 
and sins. 

She wept frequently and would say that she wanted to 
weep so intensely that her tears might dry up and shed tears of 
blood to leave the body empty of it. One of her maids once 

said that ever since she saw her mistress, she was known to 
have lost every desire of the world and that she never 
considered any Muslim inferior to herself 

MORAL: 

Weeping out of love and fear of Allah is a great 
blessing, ff you cannot weep, cut a sorry figure at least, Allah 
may have mercy on you. Remember, sitting with the learned 
elders earns wisdom and sagacity. Always find a good 
company and avoid mixing with bad people. 

(Bahishti Zewar) 

Supplications of Sha'wanah to Almighty Allah 

Sha'wanah was a perpetual suppliant. She would beg 
Allah, "My Lord, I have heart filled with longing to meet Thee 
and expect a likewise response from Thee. Thou are the 
Beneficent by Whom neither the hopefuls are disregarded nor 
their longing is returned unheeded. My Lord, if the time of my 
death approaches and none of my deeds caused me nearer to 
Thee, I implore Thy Lordship, confessing my sins, to be 
forgiven, as I know, none is better pardoner than Thee. If 
Thou inflict punishment, who could be to do better justice. My 
Lord, Thou bestowed blessings on me in my life, so please lift 
not hand of mercy off me after my death and keep up the 


I continuity of beneficence. 

I My Lord, in the entire span of my life favours have 
I been bestowed on me, then why I should lose hope of the same 
in the Hereafter. O, My Creator, though excess of my sins has 
/nade/ne fearful but my love for Thee is consoling me. I plead, 
my Lord, please decide my case in a way that is worthy of 
nine merciful Lordship. I am hopeful, my Lord, that if Thou 
had willed me abased, I would not have been granted 
guidance. If Thou had willed me disgraced, why I would have 
been shielded from wrongdoings. 

So my Lord! the reason that brought about my 
guidance and protection by Thy Lordship, please let it 
continue. My Lord, 1 do not even think. Thou shall disapprove 
(he purpose, I spent entire of my life to achieve. My Lord, had 
I not committed any sin, why I would have been fearful of 
punishment from Thee. Had I not known Thy graciousness, 
why! would have expected of being rewarded? 

(Bahishti Zewar) 

MWng of Sha'wanah ^;) 

Sha'wnah, as has been mentioned previously, was a 
grateful adorer of Allah and His apostle 
Vahya ibn Bistam says, "I would attend Sha'wanah's 
gatherings and observe her, lamenting. Once, 1 and one of my 
mates called at her, while she was alone. We prayed not to 
overstrain herself and refrain from frequent weeping. She 
began to weep even more and said, "I want to weep until all 
the tears may be oozed out of my body and I shed tears of 
Wood until all the parts of my body may be left emptied of 
Wood. But where should I weep and when." She repeated the 
utterances and then fell down, unconscious. 

(Bahishti Zewar) 

Shs'wanah's advice to her sister 

Muhammad ibn Ma'az narrates that a noble and pious 
Woman told him her dream. She reportedly said, 'T had a 








Leading Ladies 


Up 

dream that I had been granted entry' in to Paradise. I saw the 
people of Paradise standing at their doors. I asked why were 
the people standing. Some one told me that the people were 
waiting for the woman for whom Paradise had been decorated. 

I asked who was she. I was told that she was a black slave girl, 
Sha’wanah. I told them that she was my sister. Meanwhile she 
arrived, mounted on a camel, flying. I called her out and said, 
"My sister! You loved me greatly. Pray your Allah to couple 
me along with you." She smiled and said that my time had yet 
not come. She advised me to remember two points. "The first 
is that we should ever live the life of a worrywort, worrying 
for the Hereafter, and the second, we should keep love for 
Allah above all worldly desires. You shall, if Allah wills, never 
suffer any loss." 


(Bahishti Zemr) 


Bibi Maymunah 


Bibi Maymunah is regarded one of venerable erudites 
and mystics of fourth century Hijrah. She had memorized the 
Holy Quran in very early age. She was an eloquent speaker 
and her persuasive words would crack the hard nuts as well. 
She had an erudition not only in the current fields of learning 
but also worked a great deal in the mystical knowledge. One 
day while talking, she said that the dress would wear well if it 
was purchased with legitimate income and the wearer 
abstained from sins. Then said, "The garments I am wearing 
now, were sewn by my mother and they are in my use for 47 
years. Many Karamat (wonders - acts beyond ordinary human 
experience.) are attributed to her mystical powers, but the top 
of all her qualities was her erudition and eloquent oration. Her 
persuasive discourses put thousands of misguided ones on the 
path of righteousness. Bibi Maymunah died in 395H. 

(Khazinatul Asfia) 


Bibi Hakimah W-j) 

Bibi Hakimah was one of the celebrated mystics of the 
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^ 0 r\^ century Hijrah. .She was a descendant of Ali (aUi 
^ M. She was native of Damascus. She worshipped greatly 
held a high rank in erudites. She had a longing to read and 
(gacfi the Holy Quran. She would explain the meanings so 
eloquently and scholarly that it left long lasting effects on the 
minds of listeners. 

(Nafahatul Uns) 

Bibi Maryam Andalusyah {\^ ^j) 

Bibi Maryam was one of most learned women of 
fourth century Hijrah. She was a person of great virtues. She 
was daughter of Abu Yaqub Ansari and native of Spanish 
(own Shilb but later had resided in Seville (Ishbiliyah of 
Muslim Spain). She had an erudition in all fields of learning. 

She established a Darsgah in Ishbiliyah where seekers of 
knowledge would come from near and distant places. The 
daughters of the elite class of Ishbiliyah and other towns took 
il pride to be enrolled in her Darsgah. It was an established 
tradition that the girls graduated from Maryam's Darsgah were 
taken into wedlock by noble families. 

Bibi Maryam had performed the Hajj so she was 
called//fl/a/r. She was not only a venerable scholar but also a 
devout Muslim and fulfilled strictly the requirements of the 
Faith. She commanded reverence from all over the country. 

She had a decent taste of poetry and literature. Allama Maqri 
has quoted some of her couplets of poetry and called her a 
poetess, Bibi Maryam died in fifth century Hijrah after 
having lived long. 

(Mashahir Niswan) 

Bibi AmatuI Wahid {\^ j) 

Bibi AmatuI Wahid was one of the commanding 
«tudites of the fourth century Hijrah. Her name was Sanya. 
She was daughter of Hussayn ibn Ismael. She had a leading 
in the studies of the exegesis, Hadith, Islamic 
i'^tisprudence and was known as Imamah (the leader). She 
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died in the month of Ramadan in 377H at the age of 90. 

(Khazinatul Asfia) 

Wife of Ribah Qaysi 

She worshipped all the night. When quarter of the 
night was spent, she awakened her husband. If he didn't, she 
awoke him again after a little while. Then in the last hours of 
night, she would say, "O, Ribah, get up, the night is passing 
and you fall asleep." Sometimes she picked a straw from 
ground and said, "By Allah, I regard the worldly vanities less 
than this." Occasionally after night prayer, she put on 
attractive, shiny dress and asked her husband whether he 
needed her in bed. If he refused, she would change and turned 
to praying Nq// prayers. 

MORAL: 

O' women! Look, how dutifully she fulfilled 
obligations from Allah and the marital life. She would try to 
persuade her husband to increase the Faith. All these qualities 
are worth following. 

(Bahishti Zewar) 

Ray'a or Rabe'a Mashamyah bint Isma'el 

She kept the long night vigils and worshipped while 
she fasted during the day. She used to say that when she heard 
the call for prayer, it reminded her the angel who would blow 
the horn on Doom's Day. When felt hot, it forewarned her of 
the heat of Judgment Day. Her husband ibn Abi Ai-Hawari, 
too was a respected man. She would tell him that she had love 
for him like that should be with the brother. She meant that 
she needed no physical desire from him. She said that when a 
person is lost in worship, Allah opens book of his faults before 
him and when a man comes to know his faults, he does not pry 
into other's affairs. She would wonder to tell that she could see 
the Jinns and the Hoors (the heavenly women who are 
invisible to mortals in normal practice). 


9 
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t/lORAL: 

O'women! that is the practice, which may be regarded 
as the worship while it is you who always poke your nose into 
the affairs of others. She has told you treatment of this malady, 
jlhat is, mind your own faults, then you will not be curious 
about the shortcomings of the others. 

Umm-e-Harun 4D14^ j) 

Umm Harun was a pious and virtuous woman. Fear of 
Allah would keep her, subdued and submissive. She was a 
devoted worshipper to Allah. The dried, left over, bread was 
her diet. She used to say that arrival of the night gave her 
pleasure and the dawning of the day-saddened her. She kept 
vigils all the night to pray. She never oiled her hair for long 
thirty years but whenever she untied her hair, they turned to be 
clean and shiny. Once, she was going out and heard some one 
ordering another person to catch some one. The 'catch' 
reminded her the Day of Judgment and she fell unconscious 
out of fear. On another occasion, she happened to face a lion. 

She said to the beast "If I am made your diet, then go ahead." 

The lion turned about and made a flight. 

MORAL: 

Glory be to Allah. How much she was occupied with 
remembering Him. O' women! You, too must instil fear of 
Allah into your hearts. Get prepared for the Doom's Day. 

(Bahishti Zewar) 

'Umrah, Wife of Habib 'Ajmi j) 

She worshipped all the night. When the last quarter of 
the night approached she awoke her husband to warn that the 
caravan had proceeded and he was still asleep. 

Once she had eye sore. Some one inquired about it, 
she said, "But the pain in my heart is even more than the eye 

sore." 

MORAL; 

O' Women! develop love for Allah. The pain of His 
love will check all others pains. 
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The Penitence of Wife of Habib 'AJmi 

It is narrated that wife of Habib 'Ajmi was a 
short-tempered woman. Once she asked her husband "If Allah 
does not response to your prayers go some where else to work 
and serve the payer. ” 

Habib went to the jungle and prayed all the daylong. 
When he returned home empty handed in the evening; he was 
a bit ashamed of his wife. As he entered, the wife asked where 
the wages were. "He is the Most Generous, I worked for, so I 
did not hasten to demand wages." Habib answered patiently. 
Thus the days passed, he would spend the day in the jungle in 
prayers and when the wife questioned on his return in the 
evening, about wages, he answered that he felt ashamed to ask 
for his dues. One day, at last, she got impatient to tell him that 
either he should get his dues or work for someone else. He 
promised accordingly and left. When, returned in the evening, 
he feared the reaction of the wife, as the day was not different 
from the previous ones. But when he arrived at the door, he 
saw smoke wafting above the wall and an appetizing aroma of 
some exotic food passed to his nose. He was even more 
surprised to see the dining rug was spread and a delighted wife 
was serving food. 

"Your employer has provided generously indeed and 
the carrier brought the message as well to be conveyed to you 
to work more endeavourly, and understand that the delay in 
paying dues was not because of lacking of the means or 
miserliness and that you ought to be pleased and contented." 
She told on his inquisitive looks. Then she brought a few 
bags, full of Dinars. He wept as he saw the generous 
provisions and said, "The wages has been sent by Him who is 
Master of all the treasures of the heavens and the earth." 
Hearing this, his wife made penitence and vowed that she 
would never trouble him. 
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Jalil <d.lt 

AmatuI Jalil was a noble and pious woman. Once the 
0 (terwas discussed by some scholars that how should be a 
0 '(s 3 int). They all agreed to consult AmatuI Jalil. She said, 
"ny/does not snend a sin 2 le moment devoid of remembrance 


of Allah." 

^OML 

What a veneration she had! as the male scholars 
sought guidance from her. Look, how' she identified the Wa/i. 
O'^voinen, you, too should follow her footsteps and make 
remembrance of Allah, your most preferred duty. 


(BahishtiZe war) 

libaydah bint Kallab (UJLpa^Ji 5 .^j) 

'Ubaydah bint Kallab was a woman of great virtues. 
Some scholars of note have placed her even higher than Rabe’a 
Basryah, Once she fell down unconscious, having heard from 
someone that one can be perfect pious only when he or she 
endears the Hereafter, most of all. 

mL: 

Look, 0, women! her longing to go to Allah that she 
fell down unconscious to fear that she might have not 
endeared most, the life of the other world. But today no one 
likes even to hear about death and that is because of exceeding 
love for vanities of this world. 

Afirah 'Abidah •di'j) 

Afirah 'Abidah commanded great respect for her 
continence. Once, some very pious people approached her and 
begged to pray for them. She said, "I am a sinner and if the 
sinners were made mute in punishment, I certainly would have 
become dumb, but because praying is the Tradition of the 
Prophet (d-ij so I will make supplications." Then 

she prayed for all. 

MORAL: 

The women must observe that she was so great 
that despite being pious and continent, she considered herself 








Leading Ladies 

humble and sinner. While today some people pose themsely^j 
saint if merely they told their beads once or twice. Boasting jj 
very disliked by Allah, so always show humbleness. We have 
countless shortcomings and recollecting them shall prevent us 
from boasting. 


('Bc.hishti Zewan 

Ghafirah's Occupation with Remembrance of Allah 

Ahmad ibn Ali says that once he begged her 
permission to come to her house, but she declined. I, however, 
despite her disapproval, went and placed myself at her door. 
When she came to know, she opened the door, saying, '0, 
Allah I seek refuge with thee from the person who prevents me 
from remembering Thee.' She withdrew to let me in. 1 entered 
the house and asked her to pray for us. She said, "May Allah 
e.\alt me by forgiving you." She further said, "‘Ata-i-Salma did 
not look at the sky for forty years, out of fear. After forty years 
he cast a look towards the sky and fell down, unconscious," 
Then she wished that Allah might call her to Him. I asked, 
"When will your weeping and wailing end, eyes are already 
lost." She said, "If by the loss of eyes, I may get some rewards 
with Allah, then it is no loss. If this does not win Allah's 
approval then I shall weep more." and thereupon she turned 
her face. 


The people, therein, advised me to leave, as, they said, 
she was not apparently well. 

(Oasasul Av'yah) 

Bibi Manfusah, bint Zayd, Abu Al-Fawaris 

Bibi Manfusah was daughter of Zayd, Abu Al-Fawaris, 
the king of Persia and Iraq (obiit: 372H). W^iiter of Tahaqat 
She'rani has considered her as walyah. 

She was a devout Muslim and continent. She had 
occupied herself with the remembrance of Allah. Bowing to 
the will of Allah, was the motto of her life. Allah granted her 
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children but tried her patience with their short lives. All of 
(hem would die at their early age. When ever her son died, she 
put his head in her lap and said, "By Allah, your early death 
doesn't matter that I may mourn it. Though life with out you is 
a bed of thorns but it will have in store the rewards with 
Allah." Then she would recite the couplet: 

ylj LL* cliLb LLc J V 

(We are the people who do not mourn the death of our 
children though reduced out of shock.) Then she made funeral 
wilh great patience. 


Manfusah bint Zayd was a woman of great patience. 
Once one of her children died. She held his head in her hands 
and said, "Your preceding me is better than being preceded by 
me. As your death in early childhood would not only cause my 
forgiveness but also yours (because a child is free of sins). 
Had you lived to become young, you might commit sins and 
Almighty knows you would be pardonable or not." She would 
say further, "My patience is better than impatience. Though 
the departed soul has left me sad but gratification of being 
rewarded for it is even greater." 


MORAL: 

O' women! Console yourself by saying as above, on 
the death of your near and dear ones. 


(Bahishti Zewar) 

Maymunah Sawdah (\4JLp AJdt 

There was Abdul Wahid ibn Zayd, a noted mystic. He 
once prayed, "Allah Almighty, please let me see the person 
who would be my mate in Paradise." 

It was ordained that Maymunah Sawdah would be his 

* 

mate in Paradise. He asked where she was. He was made to 
know that she was in Kufa in the tribe, so and so. He narrates, 
"When I reached Kufa and inquired of her whereabouts, 
people told me that she was mad and grazed the goats. When I 
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staggered upon there I found her saying prayer while her goats 
were grazing and the ferocious wolves were strutting along as 
watchers. She said, as she concluded her prayer, "Abdul 
Wahid, go back, promise of meeting is for Paradise only." / 
was caught in utter surprise, thinking how did she know my 
name. She said, "Do you not know, the souls which are to be 
acquainted in the Hereafter, an attachment is developed 
between them." 


1 said, "I am looking goats and wolves together, how it 
got possible." "I have straightened out my matters with Allah 
and He settled the matter between the goats and the wolves in 
response." 

(Bahishti Zewar) 

MORAL: 

All her powers laid in her faithfulness and obedience 
to Allah. O' women! You must set yourself in total obedience 
to your Creator. 

Rihanah Majnunah 4II1 ^j) 

Abu-ar-Rab'i, a venerable elder, narrates that once he, 
Muhammad ibn Al-Munkadar and Thabat Binani were guest 
in Rihanah's home. She got up before it was midnight and 
said, "The adorer goes to whom she loves most and the heart 
is getting uncontrollable out of delight." When it was midnight 
she set to say, "Don't attach yourself to a person or task, which 
may disturb your remembrance of Allah. Spend the nights in 
praying and offering prayers, then you may be accepted as 
friend of Allah." 

When the night passed, she cried, saying, she was 
robbed. I asked what had happened. She told that the night 
was gone in which devotion to Allah was to be shown. 

MORAL: 

It is advisable for the women to note that Rehanah 
liked the night only because she could pray calmly. O' women! 
Why you don't spend a part of night for remembering Allah. 
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1 fjfcrc is an example in her life for you. Don't endear 
* properties, dresses, jewellery, progeny and houses but prefer 
(lie life of the Hereafter. 

(Bahishti Zewar) 

A Votaress of Sari Saqti 

I One of the disciples of Sari Saqti narrates that son of a 

female devotee to their sheikh was his pupil. Once the teacher 
sent him somewhere fora job. He incidentally fell into water 
and drowned. When the Shiekh came to know, he went to the 
woman to tell and console her. When he asked her to be 
patient, she inquired in surprise why he was to console her. He 
told (hat her son had drowned. "My son, drowned?" she said 
unconvincingly. "Yes, your son" he said sorrowfully. "Nay, my 
son did not drown" She said with great certainty and then she 
rose and went to the* spot and called her son loudly by his 
name "0, Zar!" "Here 1 am, my mother" he said, appearing 
from water, safe and sound. Sari \ asked Junayed 

how did it happen? He told that the woman had a 
special status and she was pre-informed of any disaster to 
come. Because she was not intimated in advance so she had 
told with confidence that her son had not drowned. 

(Bahishti Zewar) 

IIORAL: 

Each friend of Allah is awarded a different placing, 
l)u( (hey must not be identified by the notion that, one knows 
in advance the future events and the other doesn’t know. Allah 
Almighty has the discretion whom He likes to confer His 
kounty upon. It all, however, owes to total faithfulness and 
obedience to Allah and His Prophet We must 

make efforts for this, then it is at the pleasure of Allah, He 
may grant us the desired grade or even above. 

Tuhfah (1^ j) 

Sari Saqti (Up Ui the noted mystic narrates "Once 
^wentto a healing house where I found a young girl, chained 
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and weeping. She was reciting poetry of love. I asked the duty 
guard who she was. "She is mad" the guard answered. Hearing 
that she wept more bitterly and said, "I am not mad, I am a 
lover." "Lover of whom?" I asked. "Of Bountiful Lord. Who 
bestowes His blessings upon us and Who is ever near us." 
Meanwhile her master came and asked the guard about 
Tuhfah. He told that she was in, and Sari was with 

her. He came in and paid me respects. "She is more able to be 
respected than I and you have put her in the worst." I said. 
"She costs all my wealth. I paid twenty thousands for her in 
the hope of a handsome benefit. But she weeps day and night. 
Neither she eats nor drinks" He explained. I offered him to pay 
her ransom. "You are a dervish, from where would fetch the 
huge money" He said sarcastically. I went home to leave him 
there and made imploration to Allah that He might provide 
from whence one thinks no. Meanwhile the door was 
knocked. I opened the door and found a stranger with purses 
full of money. I asked him who he was. He told that he was 
Ahmad ibn Almathna and that he was ordained in the dream to 
arrange for the money. I was greatly delighted to have the cash 
and early the next morning arrived at the healing house. As I 
reached, I saw her master, coming, weeping. "Do not worry, 1 
have brought the money and shall pay twice of your price" I 

assured him. But to my utter surprise, he refused and said, "I 

* 

shall not sell her even for all the wealth of the world but I set 
her free for Allah." I asked what caused that state of affairs. He 
told that displeasure had been shown in his dream and that I 
should stand witness that he had given away all his belongings 
in the way of Allah. There 1 found Ahmad ibn Almathna, 
weeping. He said, "I too, give all my property as charity." I 
said, "Glory be to Allah, this all owes to the righteous lady. 
Tuhfah, at that rose to go somewhere. Not long after, we three 
travelled to Makkah for Hajj. Unfortunately Ahmad ibn 
Almathna died on the way. We were making Tawaf one day, 
when we heard a sad female cry. We went nearer to find who 
she was. It was Tuhfah f told her that Ahmad ibn 


151 




’4nfat 


jSina was dead. She said that he had been awarded high 
grades in the Hereafter. I informed her that her former master 
fiad also come. She uttered some words, which 1 could not 
understand but soon after she fell senseless and we found her 
dead. Her master, who was deeply moved to see the event, 
suddenly fell down. 1 leaped to hold him and he was dead too. 

I buried them both. 


mRAL: 

Glory be to Allah. What an adorer to Allah she was. O' 
women! You too should walk on her footsteps. Haji Imadullah 
MuhajirMakki has reponed this story in more detail. 

(Bahishti Zewar; 

Juwayryah (i^ dJi j) 

She was the slave of a king. He had set her free and a 
respected mystic Abu Abdullah Turabi had married her after 
he saw her virtuous life. Once she viewed in dream very richly 
decorated and splendidly looking tentage. She asked, for 
whom the tentage was pitched. She was told; it was for those 
who recite whole of the Holy Quran in the Tahajjud prayer. 

Since then she almost gave up the night sleep. She awakened 
her husband and said, "Get up, caravans have left." 

MORAL; 

O' women, say prayers by yourself and also educate 
your husbands. 

Daughter of Shah ibn Shuj'a Kirmani *1}^ >, 

Shah ibn Shuj’a was once a king but he had become 
dervish, stepping down the throne. He had a daughter. A king 
had sent the proposal to take her in marriage but he refused 
and married her to a poor young man who was very punctual 
in prayers. When tfte marriage took place and she went to her 
inisband's house, she saw there a hard, dried bread covered 
'^ith a piece of cloth. She asked her husband what was that. 'Tt 
'Hhe left over from the previous night's meal, 1 had reserved 
^orioday's Ifiar (breaking of fast). She abruptly turned on her 
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heels apparently in rage. '7 already feared, a king's daughter 
would not couple with my poverty" the boy said, sadly. "The 
king's daughter is not displeased at poverty but she is annoyed 
as you have breached the trust in Allah. I am surprised at my 
father's choice who had told me that my would be husband 
was a pious young man. I am afraid, one who does not trust in 

Allah's arrangement and instead reserves bread for tomorrow, 
how he can be pious." The husband made some excuse but she 
said that she would not accept any excuse, "Either you shall 
retain the bread or me" the wife told in clear terms. The 
husband gave away the bread immediately as charity and it 
was then that she was calmed. 



AfORAL: 

O' women! Look the manners of a princess. You could 
learn from her contentment. Disapprove the love of wealth and 
vanities of world. 

(Bahishti Zewar) 

A Little Girl of Hatim Asim 

Hatim was a noted mystic. Once a rich man passed by 
his house. He felt thirsty and he asked for water. He offered 
them some money after he drank water. All were pleased to 
have it as they were suffering very hardships. But his little 
daughter turned to sobbing. They all asked the reason for her 
anguish. She said, "An ordinary man saw our plight and with 
his meagre money we felt ourselves rich but Allah watches us 
all the time and why we should not like to remain as our Lord 
Wills us to be." 


MORAL: 

Despite being a minor, how wisely she spoke while 
today's elder women do not exhibit such sort of wisdom. Most 
of the women look towards people in the hope of profit not to 
Allah. For Allah’s sake straighten your ways. 


(Bahislui Zewarj 
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Satt-uLMuluk 

She was the native of Arabia. She commanded respect 
from all contemporary mystics and scholars. Once she went to 
visit the Bayt-AI-Maqdis (Dome of the Rock, Jerusalem), 
where lived a great mystic Ali ibn A Ibis Yamani. He once 
narrated that he was in the Mosque when, he saw that a beam 
of light had connected the sky with the dome of the Mosque. 1 
went to see in surprise and found the venerable lady saying 
prayers under the dome and the beam of light was extended 
through to touch her. 

lifORAL: 

That light was indication of her piety. Allah produces 
light in the heart of all the righteous people and some times He 
displays it, too. 

The Slave Girl of Abu 'Amir Wai'z 4JUt ) 

Abu 'Amir reports that he saw a slave girl was on sale 
fora very low price. She was pale, extremely weak and skinny. 

To sense her miserableness he paid her price and took her 
home. "1 asked her to go to the market and bring the 
necessities required for the preparation of Ramadan" he 
contiued to say. She said, "Thanks to Allah, all the twelve 
months are equal for me." "She kept fast in the day and would 
worship at nights. At the eve of Eid 1 desired to purchase 
something for her. When she got intimation she said why 1 
was lost in the labyrinth of the world. Meanwhile she stood for 
prayers. She recited a verse in which Day of the Judgment was 
mentioned and then she screamed and fell down, dead." 

MORAL: 

We see the fear of Allah caused all that. It is, however 
out of human control but abstaining from sins is at our will, 
either it is sin of hands, feet, heart or tongue. 


(Bahishti Zewar) 
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The Sieve Woman of Imam Yezid ibn Harun 



^lil ^-*-^j) 

Imam Yezid was a great scholar of Hadith. His 
eyesight was very weak and he could not write or read. His 
maid would help her. She consulted books to pick out to him 
his required Ahadith. 

MORAL: 

Glory be to Allah. In those days a number of slaves 
and maids w'ere learned and scholars. Today women are 
illiterate and unlettered in large number. Remove this stain, for 
Allah's sake. 


(Bahishti Zewar) 

The Slave Woman of ibn Samak Kufi 

Ibn Samak Kufl was a great leader of Islam. Once he 
sought his maid's opinion about his speech. She said that he 
spoke good but that he repeated the things and that is a fault. 
"I repeat to be sure that people of less knowledge may also 
understand" He tried to justify his style. "But until the dull 
people understand, the wise and learned get bored" She 
answered. 

MORAL: 

A learned and wise person only can find touching 
points in the speech of a leader. This indicates that the slave 
woman was learned and wise. O’ women, do not be less than 
the slaves at least. Seek knowledge with great efforts. If there 
is some male relative at home like father or brother, learn 
preferably the Arabic from him to enable yourselves to 
understand Al-Quran. You are in better position to learn than 
the males as you have no responsibilities to earn etc. Learning 
of sewing and cooking is not enough. It is just a matter of days 
or mostly weeks. Why should be wasted the years before or 
after marriage? 


(Bahishti Zewar) 
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ffl^unt of Ibn Javrzi (Un^Jp aUi j) 

Ibn Jawzi was a venerated scholar. His aunt would 


de him in his childhood to the learned people and scholars 
Jo made him a person of great wisdom in an early age. He 
.^i/ldmake scholarly speeches when his age was as little as 


ICP' 

lifOML: . 

Look 0, women what a keen interests she took to 
(jiake her nephew, learned. She must have been aged but even 
(fien it did not break her courage. You could do, at least to 
make certain, your children may get first the knowledge of 
Do not entangle them in the learning of English in very 

young age. 


Prevent your child from bad company and keep a 
check. Persuade him to attend his educational institute 
regularly. Today, those who have will to get their children 
educated, they desire to put them in administrative cadre, 
regardless of the fact that by ever increasing temptations, he 
may be enticed into unlawful means of income and, on the 
Day of Judgment, be shoved in to Hell in punishment and take 
as well the parents along. Remember, the knowledge of Deen 
has no equal. 

(Bahishti Zewar) 

Mother and Sister of Imam Bukhari 

No other scholar of Hadith could be equal or more 
than Imam Bukhari. He was still a boy of 14 when he left 
home to attain knowledge. His mother and sister were the only 
responsible for provisions of the journey. 


MORAL: 

Usually, mothers bear the expenses and the sisters 
have nothing to do but the sister's contribution for his 
knowledge indicates that the women of that age attached great 
importance to knowledge and were ready to do beyond 
expectations and traditions. O’ women! Please take their path. 








Leading Ladies 1S6 

(Bahishti Zewar) 

Sister of Rumi, The Qadi Zadah (U^ 

Qadi Zadah, Rumi was a scholar of great fame. When 
he learned adequately from the teachers of Rome, he desired to 
seek knowledge from abroad. He made arrangements quietly. 
Her sister, who had learned of his plan, put her jewellery 
silently in his luggage and spoke not a single word about it. 

MORAL: 

What the good-natured women they were! They 
wanted in no way the name or fame. They just wanted the 
knowledge might be obtained at any cost. O' women, 
remember! help in attainment of knowledge is very rewarding 
sort of act. You must help the Madaris (institutions of 
religious education). 

(Bahishti Zewar) 

Rabe'dh Adwyah 

Rabe'ah Adwyah was a great mystic and very tender 
hearted. She would weep frequently. Whenever heard of Hell, 
she fell unconscious. When something was given as present, 
she returned it, saying that she did not want any worldly thing. 

She, at the age of eighty, walked staggering due to weakness. 

It was feared she might fall any time. She kept the cloth of 
coffin always with her. When she would fall down prostrate, 
the spot where she put her forehead got wet with the shedding 
of tears. She was also called Rabe'a Basryah. 

MORAL: 

O' women! Remember always the death and you 
should instil fear of Allah in your hearts. 

i 

(Bahishti Zewar) 

Majidah Qurayshiyah | 

Majidah Qurayshiyah, a venerated mystic, would say, 

"I consider the every step 1 walk, the last of the life." She 
would say further, "It is surprising, that though the people 


Mlimaho- ‘Arifat 




_ _ _ _ _ 

fiave been informed that thier departure is destined but they 
sre quite untboughtful as if they never heard of it and would 
live here forever." She said, "Paradise and pleasure of Allah 
could never be achieved without great deal of effort." 


IHORAL: 

O' women! What good pieces of advice we have had. 
Slick to them and continue. 


Devotion of Saryah (i^ 4 JJ 1 j) 

Abu Hashim Qurayshi says that a Yamenite woman 
named Saryah came and stayed at one of their houses. He 
would hear her wailing in the last hours of the night. He 
further says that one day he asked his servant to see what that 
woman would do. He brought the information that the woman 
was doing nothing, she was just gazing at the sky. Her face 
was towards Makkah and she was saying, "My Lord! Thou 
created Sarya, then fed her from infinite stores of provisions 
and kept her either in this condition or that. All her days were 
good. But she sometimes could not carry out all Thy 
commands. 0, Almighty, Thou know she does so only because 
she has a sort of confidence and trust in Thee and she pretends 
(hat Thou donot watch her wrongdoings whereas Thou are 
Knowerand Omnipotent. 

Mua'zah Adwyah 

(Her preparation for the Hereafter) 

When the dawn broke, she would say that the day was 
the last day of her life and when the night fell, she said, she 
might die that night and busied in prayer till the day dawned. 

Fasting is the Thanks Giving for the... 

...Blessing of Night Vigils 

Abu Sulayman Darani says that once he stayed at the 

house of Rabe'a w-j). She spent the night standing in 

her niche, praying and he in another corner of the house. 
When it dawned 1 said, "How we may thank Him who gave us 
strength to stand for all the long night." Rabe'a 0^ 
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said that we could thank by fasting for Him the next day. 


Rabe'a Shamyah’s Love and Fear 

Ahmad ibn Abi-Al-Havari has reported that bis wife 
was a foil-minded woman. Some times she was under 
influences of love, sometimes affection and the other times 
fear. Under the influences of love she would recite the 
following verses of poetry. 


Lj 


Jbu fuuj LXt^ 


ijj V Jc. Ai/. 





• m ^ 


"He is an unequalled friend. His love occupies tk 
whole of my heart. That friend is out of my sight but neve) 
vanishes from my heart and mind. ” 

When she was influenced by the feelings of affection 
she would hum to herself: 


■ 


j'lt* 



f 


J 





(j^ Iti 


"I have made you lodge in my heart and talk and made 
myself accessible for my mates. Myself is for my mates and 
heart is the place for friend indeed ." 




liL 


uo 




She would recite in fear: 




jjj 




jLlxa aIjI L /JjJi /Cjljj 
^1 L ,UL 


'7 have provision for journey less than sufficient. 
Should I cry over little provision or long distance. Will 1 be 
burnt in fire by Thou, whom I love most. Then where shall 
have gone my hopes andfear? " 

I 

Ahmad narrates that he said to his wife, ”1 have never 


seen a person save you who prays supererogatory and 
Tahajjud prayers all the night." "Glory be to Allah, a person 

i 

like you talks in such a way. I rise for late night prayer when I 


am called" She answered. 


Ahmad further says, "One day I was having meals at 



ike time of her devotions when she began moralizing me. I 
said, let me eat, first. She said that speaking about the 
Hereaber should not disturb people like us. Then she said that 
she looked upon me as brother not as a husband and served to 
me specially prepared dishes. She once said that she could see 
the Jinn and Hoor. 

Rehlah Abidah dJi 

Who had turned black after successive fasting and 
blind with constant weeping, 

Khaws (UP 4 JJ 1 i^j)says that once he went to visit 
Rehlah Abidah who had turned black for perpetual fasting and 
got blind with constant weeping. She was so weak that she 
prayed her prayers in sitting posture. 

I paid Salam to her and spoke a little about Allah,s 
Attributes of forgiveness and mercy so that she might feel 
relaxed for that moment at least. She cried to hear and said, 
"One thing I know best that I know nothing. I know better 
than anyone else the inner of myself and that has left my body 
and soul wounded. I wish, I had neither been bom and nor 
mentioned any where." Saying this she turned to prayers again. 

Fatimah bint Nasr 

Fatimah, daughter of Nasr ibn ’Attar was a woman of 
great continence and wisdom. She commanded the fame of a 
saintess. Her life was a true example of a righteous Muslim 
woman as outlined by the Prophet of Allah ((J^j 
She attached great importance to the observance of Purdah 
(veil). She went only three times out of her home throughout 
her life. The venerable mystic died in 573H. 

(Khazina tul-Asfiyah) 

Bibi Jawhrah 

Bibi Jawhrah was the daughter of Hibatullah Hasan 
ibnAliibn Hasan ibn Ad-Dawami. She was one of the notable 
oratoresses of Baghdad in sixth century Hijrah. She attained 
learning of Hadilh from venerated erudites like Shaykh Abu 
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Al-Khubayb and Sbaykh Abu Al-WaqL She was married to 

Shaykb Abdur Rahim ibn Shaykh Abu Al-Khubayb. She /)a(j 

an only daughter, as has been reported. 

Bibi Jawhrah was a venerable scholar. She gathered 
the women of Baghdad and spoke to them to tell them the 
right way they should opt here and what they would get in 
rewards in the Hereafter. One day, in 604H when she was 
preparing for prayer her destined hour approached and she 
died. 


(TQdhkarah tul-Khaw'atin} 


Jamilah, The Princess 

Princess Jamilah was daughter of Shah Nasir ud-Dolah 
Abu Muhammad Al-Hasan, the Hamdani ruler of Mosul and 
Halb(3l7H-358H). 


She was very kind hearted and generous. She went on 
Hajj to Makkah in 36H and ordered to serve sweetened 
drinks to all of the pilgrims. She gave away five hundred 
camels to the pedestrian pilgrims, set free three hundred slaves 
and two hundred slave girls and doled out ten thousand dinars 
in the Holy House, the Ka'bah. Her acts of generosity 
reminded the people of Queen Zubaydah. When ever the 
princess went on Hajj, that year would be called 'year of 
Jamilah' after her great acts of benevolence for people 
corresponding to her behaviour kinder ever than the year of 
previous Hajj. 


(Tadhkara Al-Khawtin) 

Zaynab bint Amr (U^aUiu^j) 

Zaynab, daughter of 'Amr ibn Kundi was a venerable 
scholar of sixth century Hijrah. She was widely known for her 
generosity throughout the Islamic world. Allah had blessed her 
with wealth and knowledge. She spent her wealth generously 

in the way of Allah. She made a number of alms-houses. All 
their expenses were borne by her. 


_ 16t 

(Mashahir-un-Nisa) 


I Jfwhar Brathyah 

Jawher Brathyah had been a highly placed mystic of 
ifie third century Hijrah. She was bom in 237H in Baghdad. 
i She was the slave of some Abbaside ruler. One day she 
f liappened to pass by a school. She saw a graceful person 
I (caching the students with great dignity. His engaging style 
froze Jawhar (i^ dJf She listened to him elaborating till 

j iate. A little further was situated the grand mosque where an 
imposing saintly faced person was delivering his sermon on 
Uilh. Some students were taking notes as well. She was 
captivated by the atmosphere. 

When returned at last, she was a changed figure, 
altogether. She resorted to reticence and inclined to be at her 
devotions most of her time. The other maids would make fun 
ofherbut she remained silent. One day on their persisted 
insistence to disclose the secret of her quietness, she said, "I 
am slave of Allah and it is incumbent upon me to obey His 
command." They asked, "How will you explain to the Caliph?" 

"My answer will be the same, I have just given." Gradually the 
news reached the king and he set her free. She learned in later 
years the knowledge of Hadith and devoted herself to worship 
and teaching of the Hadith. She married Abu Abdullah Brathi 
in following of the Traditions of the Prophet 

'Abdullah Brathi was a venerable narrator of Hadith, Islamic 
Jurist and pious person. Jawher B rathiah was unconcerned of 
the worldly wealth. Once the Caliph sent her a bag of money 
contained ten thousand Dinars but she returned saying, "The 
wealth brings pride and arrogance so 1 do not need it." The 
Caliph doubled the amount and asked her to keep the money 
and dole it out to the poor and destitutes. But she refused to 
accept and asked the person who came from the Caliph to 
convey her message to the Commander of the Faithful that she 
was living a secluded life and she did not know who was 
deserving and if mistakenly alms were given to a person who 
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did not deserve, she would be held answerable on 
Judgement Day, therefore it was better the Caliph should 

distribute the alms to the deserving people, himself. Once rte 
Caliph invited her to the palace so that the palace might be 
blessed with her presence. But she sent word that she was 
happy in her cottage and that she was afraid, her arrival would 
disturb his luxurious life. Once, the wife of the ruler called at 
her to invite and take her to the palace but she did not agree 
and told the first lady that she was a simply living woman and 
liked to live amidst her own people. She further said that the 

satisfaction of mind which she enjoyed never could be 
anywhere else. Jawhar Barathyah (i^ aUi died in 697H. 

(Tadhkaratul Arif at - M Ishapue Bhatil] 

Khayzuran, The Queen 

Khayzuran was the darling queen of the third 
Abbaside Caliph Mahdi. She was sagacious, good natured and 
generous. She had great influence over her husband owing to 
her noble qualities. Mahdi had returned to a number of Banu 
Ummayd chieftains their estates and fiefdoms, on her 
persuasion, forfeited earlier by Abassides. Here is an account 
of a very interesting event of her life narrated by many 
historians. One day queen Khayzuran was informed by one of 
her slave girls that a poor and distressed woman had come to 
see her. The queen asked the maid to inquire who was she and 
what was the purpose of her arrival. The girl made every effort 
to elicit any information from her but she insisted that she 
would tell the Queen only what she was to say. The queen was 
surprised at her visitor’s answer.'^he sought advice from 
Zaynab bint Sulayman, the grand daughter of 'Abdullah ibn 
Abbas, sitting beside her and was considered very wise, 
whether she should let her in or not. Zaynab favoured to call 
the woman in. The queen allowed the maid to bring her in. 

Within moments the queen found there, an afflicted woman. 
Though in rags, but her engaging features were disclosing her 
nobility. The woman showed a little reluctance to the dignity 


I 

I 


1 

/ 
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snd grace of the queen, but soon, she recollected herself, and 
paid respects to the queen. Then she would say, "O Queen, I 
am Mazna, daughter of Merwan ibn Muhammad the last ruler 
ofBani Umayyads." As she punctuated, Khayzuran flared up. 


"O'wretched woman! how did you dare to enter the palace 
"Didyou not remember, how Abbasides were subjected to 
unending atrocities and oppression by your people. O' 
merciless woman, have you forgotten the fateful day when the 
elder women of Abbasides had called at you to implore that 
you might exercise your favour and get them permission from 
your father to bury the deceased uncle of my husband (Mahdi), 
Imam Muhammad ibn Ibrahim. But you. May Allah abase you 
even more, instead of showing mercy on the respectable and 
distressed women, drove them out disgracefully. Was that 
behaviour not crime against humanity? True, we were hostile 
to each other, but, was that treatment with a helpless enemy 
justified? Thinks to Allah, Who put an end to your wretched 
rule and debased you. It is better for you Mazna, to turn back 


sooner than later." said Khazuran almost shouting. 


But Mazna did not move, rather, she burst into 
laughter and said, "0, sister, do not fly into passion, I have got 
my deserts. What you have said is nothing but the truth. Allah 
has brought me before you, disgraced and distressed as penalty 
forthat. Do you not know, I was once more sprightly and 
naughty than you? I was proud of my beauty. The pride of 
wealth, magnificent palaces, train of attendants and the palatial 
splendour had blinded me. But didn’t you see, how the tables 
were turned upon us. Allah took back His blessing from us. 
Now I am worse than a beggar. Do you want to get retribution 
likewise? May you be happy! lo, I am going.” 


As she finished, she turned briskly to head outwards. 
But, hardly she had taken a few steps when Khayzuran dashed 
iifterherto enfold her but she withdrew, saying, ”0’ 
l^hayzuran, you are an empress and I am nothing. You see, I 
rags and not fit to be enfolded by a queen.” Her words 
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moved Khayzuran to tears. She ordered her maids to wijij 

Mazna and dress her up. The orders were obeyed 

# 

immediately. Mazna turned like the moon out of clouds. 
fChayzuran collected her passionately to her and seated her 
beside and asked if she would like something to eat. 

'To speak honestly, none, in the whole around maybe 
more hungry than I.” Food was served in variety and Mazna 
ate to her full. "Who is your guardian, now a days" Khayzuran 
asked. "Who can take courage to support me today. I have 
been living a very distressed life since long. Hearth and home, 
kith and kin all are gone" said Mazna before she was taken by 
the feelings. 

"Don't be sad, Mazna, you are like my sister, 
henceforth. Take a dwelling out of many of mine and live 
hence, here. As far as I live, you need not w'orry anymore." 

Khayzuran provided her with a magnificent living and 
retinue along with a huge sum of five lac dirhams to spend 
generously. 

As the Caliph Mahdi came in to the privacy, 
Khayzuran told him the story. When she reached about 
upbraiding Mazna, the Caliph flared up and spoke violently to 
cut short the queen, "Alas’ We are undone. Khayzuran! You 
lost a golden chance of thankfulness to Allah for His bounties. 
Your gesture is not worthy of a queen." 

"Listen me to the end, O'c ommander of the Faithful" 
Khayzuran responded with^ smile. When he heard the whole 
story, his face was brightened. He appreciated highly her 
magnanimity and said that it had doubled her respect in his 
eyes. He, himself sent Mazna one hundred bags full of money 
and the message that the day was very delightful for him as 
Allah granted them chance to thank for His blessing. Hence, 
she could live there uninhibitedly. Mazna lived long after that. 
Hadi, who after the death of his father Mahdi in I69H (785 
A.D.) ascended the throne, respected her greatly- 


165 


'/(limho- 'Arifat 

Harun-ar-Rashid, who became Caliph in I 70H (786 A.D.) 
after Had/considered her equal to his mother. When she died. 
Hsrun cried bitterly and led her funeral procession with 
imperial grace. 

Khayzuran bore Mahdi two sons Hadi and 
Harun-ar-Rashid and they both became Caliph consecutively 
after their father but unfortunately Hadi did not turn obedient 
to his mother. He deprived her of all the powers, she enjoyed 
in days of Mahdi. But his tenure was very short. He could rule 
for fifteen months only. Harun became Caliph after his 
brother's death and he restored all discretions and honours of 
her mother. Khayzuran was very generous and kind hearted. 

She would make every effort to help the-distressed people, 
poor and the destitutes. She was very popular among her 
populace. They praised her everywhere. She died in I 73H 
(789 A .D) in the reign of her son Haroorv-ar-Rashid. 

(Tarikh Islam) 

Bibi Maryam Basryah 

Maryam Basryah had been a world famed mystic in 
second /third century Hijrah. She was compatriot and 
contemporary of Rabe’a Basryah and was a continent and 
pious lady. Whenever the knowledge about Allah was talked 
about, she fell down unconscious due to fear. She used to say 
that ever since she heard the Koranic verse '--j 3' 

jfity.(And in the heaven is your providence and that which 
(e are promised.) she had become unconcerned about 
livelihood and never had taken unduetrouble for it. The event 
of her death is very unusual. It is reported that some mystics 
were discussing divine love and she was listening. She took 
impression of the talk so profoundly that she died at the spot 
of heart failure. This event took place in 135H, a few days 
3fterRabe’a Basryah had died. 


(NafJiat id-uns) 
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Umm-e-Abbas 

Umm Abbas was wife of the seventh Abbaside Calipfj 
Mamun ar-Rashid (J98H - 8J3A.D. to 21 8H - 833A.D.). She 
was a woman of outstanding qualities, remarkably intelligent, 
studious and generous. She was a gifted poetess. Though she 
was reared in deserts but her manners and conduct were 
indicative of decency. She was brought up very superbly. She 
had great interest in genealogy that is why she became a 
master genealogist before she attained puberty and the same 
quality of hers was the reason behind her marriage to the king. 

This story has been detailed in the Arabic literature 
very interestingly. It has been reported that one day Mamum 
ar-Rashid went out for hunting and recreation in the company 
of his close associates and the guards. He galloped his horse to 
chase a prey and went too ahead of his company to be found 
anywhere. Mamum reached a spring where he had never been 
before, and his companions had been left far behind. 

He suddenly caught sight of a catching girl, filling her 
water skin from the spring. The amazing loveliness and beauty 
of the maiden froze Mamun there and then. The fair features 
of the graceful young lady were indicating that she was the 
daughter of some noble family. The water skin on her shoulder 
seemed pretty heavy and she was feeling difficulty to lift it 
while ascending a mount. She, at last, was forced to call her 
father for help. The words she spoke were: 

^ ULL V ali La Li Jjjl cxi\ L 

(Father, run up please and hold the mouth of the 
water skin. I can hold it no more. It is going out of my grip.) 

Her father was nowhere to hear but Mamum was there 
who already had surrendered his heart to the fairy queen. The 
beauty of words and so prettily she spoke left him captivated. 
He went near to the girl. The exchange of dialogue between 
them was as following: 

Mamum: ”How nicely you spoke the Arabic, O' 



unknown young woman. 


Girl: "Why, am I not an Arab?" 

Mamum: "Which tribe you belong to?" 

Girl: "1 belong to Bani Kalb," 

Mamum: "Why were you bom to that tribe?" 

Girl: "Why, what's wrong with my tribe? It is very 
honourable. It is free of any accusation. It is hospitable and it 
is warrior. But, which tribe you belong to?" 

Mamum: "Do you know about genealogy?" 

Girl: "Yes, I know a great deal." 

Mamum: "I am from Bani Mudir." 

Girl: "But which one?" 

Mamum: "Which is most respectable and noble in 

lineage." 

Girl: "I see, you are from Banu Kinanah, but from 
wliich branch of Banu Kinanah?" 

Mamum: "Whose sons are the noblest and patient." 

Girl: (laughing) "Well, you are from Quraysh, but from 
which clan of Quraysh?" 

Mamum: "Which is mentioned with great reverence 
and whose pride is unparalleled." 

Girl: "Wallah, (By God) you are from Banu Hashim, 
hutfrom which family of Banu Hashim." 

Mamum: "Whose household is high, whose people are 
Ike most venerated, and from whom their enemies are 
Mghtened." 

Hearing this the girl bowed her head respectfully and 
"Assalamo Alakum, OXiommander of the Faithful." 

Then she recited the following verses of poetry. 
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(0 ' Mamun, the man of great beneficence, the person 
of high and perfect position, the commander ofpowerful and 
magnificent hosts, please listen a decent poem which is more 
subtle than the acumen of Abu Hanifah jj. By the 

Faith of which you are the follower, never a feeble old woman 
in our tribe has to face any trouble. In your peaceful rule, 
thief and the merchant, lie under the same blanket, while the 
wolf and the goat live under a single roof) Mamun was 
astonished to see her vast knowledge, acumen, and wisdom. 
He decided to make her, his queen. He proposed to 
to take her in marriage and they agreed forthwith. Thus the 
wise damsel entered the imperial wedlock. Mamun's son 
Abbas was born to the same lady and she is called Umm 
Abbas after him. Mamun ar-Rashid had a decent literary taste 
so he liked Umm Abbas greatly and discussed literary and 
scholarly issues with her. 





(Agd ul-Farid) 

Salimah Sultan, The Queen 

Salimah Sultan was the wife of Sultan Nasir-ud-Din 
Mahmud, the eighth ruler of the slave dynasti of India (643H, 
1246 A.D. to 664H, 1265A.D.). The Sultan was very pious 
who lived the life of a dervish. He earned his livelihood by the 
calligraphy of the Holy Quran and drew nothing from the state 
exchequer for himself. The income from the calligraphy was 
not enough so his domestic life was poorly managed. There 
was no maid or kitchen attendent in their house and his wife 
did herself all the house work. 

Salimah Sultan was the daughter of a chieftain Alagh 
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Khsn, who later, would become the ruler of India as Ghyas 
ii(j‘Din Balban. His reign lasted 24 years (664II, 1265 A.D to 
6SSH, I289A.D). Alagh Khan lived with great festivity and 
kindly manners even before he ascended the throne, and her 
daughter Salimah was reared very endearly. But after she was 
married she moulded herself to the piety and contentment of 
her husband. Sometimes, however, she was reminded of her 
luxurious past. One day she said to her husband, "I had never 
baked bread at my parents home but here, I have to do myself. 

My hands are burnt and thus cause blisters on them. Please 
hire me a maid." The king wept to hear the queen and said, 
"This world is mortal, and getting along with troubles and 
hardships in this world shall bring you good reward in the 
Hereafter. My income is meager and I cannot afford to engage 
ahelper woman for you. As far the state exchequer, that is the 
right of people, I am not its owner." Salimah observed 
patience to hear her husband and would do the house course as 
usual for the rest of her life without ever complaining about it. 

(Tabaqat Nasri) 

Bibi Fatimah Saimah 

Bibi Fatimah was one of the voteress of Khawja 
Qutbuddin Bakhtiyar Kaki and sister in Faith of Shaykh 
Fariduddin Mas’ud Ganj Shakar, devotee and deputy of 
Khawja Bakhtiar Kaki. She was a great mystic and a person of 
continence. She kept fast frequently and was known as Saimah 
(one who keeps fasts). Baba Farid used to say about her that if 
the succession could be awarded to the woman he would have 
left Fatimah Saimah as his successor/ She earned her 
livelihood by spinning cotton. She died on 18 Sha’ban 696H. 
Her tomb is in old part of Delhi (India). 

Bibi Fatimah Sam 

She and Baba Farid uddin Ganj Shakar co-existed. She 
had sworn Baba Farid's younger brother Shaykh Najib uddin 
Mutwakkil, her brother. She was pious, continent and 
generous. Whenever she came to know that Shaykh Majib was 
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hard up and the situation had been reduced to the level of 
starvation, she would get prepared one maund of Kulcha (deep 
fried crisp loaf) and sent the same to him. He accepted thegjf} 

with much reluctance. Baba Farid would say, though Fatimalj 
was a woman but she equalled two male Wall. Kbawja 
Nizamuddin Awlyah says that he found Bibi Fatimafj 

extremely pious and aged lady. She used to recite the verses of 
poetr}' as and when needed. I quote here one: 

jA j 


{Ton boast of love and keep your life 


time.) 


Shaykh Abdul Haq Muhaddith Dehivi wrote in 
Akhbar-uUAkhyar, "Fatimah was one of Salihat, Qanitat and 
Arifat (obedient, guarding in secret that which Allah hast 
guarded and mystics.) of her age." 

Bibi Fatimah died in 643H. Her tomb lies in Delhi. 
Shaykh Najibuddin Mutwakkii died in 671H and was buried 
near the grave of his sister in sworn. 

{A khbar' ul-Akhyar, Khazinatul Asfa.) 

(Tadhkara A wlyad-Hind) 


Bibi 'Aishah bint Shihabuddin 

Bibi 'Aishah was daughter of the chief Justice 
Shihabuddin ibn Ja'far Ahmad AI-Ajami and was known as 
Bintul 'Ajami. She was born in 81 OH and excelled her 
contemporaries in the current branches of learning. It is 
reported that the scholars of great repute would come to seek 

guidance from her. 

(Mashahir Nismn) 

Bint Al-Kunayri a)i j) 

She was one of the celebrated scholars of sixth century 
Hijrah. She lived in the east of Baghdad. She had attained 
mastery in almost all the current branches of knowledge but 


•jllimat’O’‘Arifat _ 1ZI 

she had erudition in the syntax and rhoterics. She wrote books 
on these two subjects which brought her great fame. 

Bibi Zaynab bint Abdur Rehman aUi j) 

Bibi Zaynab's surname was Umm-ul-Moayyed. She 
was also called Harra. Her father was Abul Qasim 
Abdur-Rehman ibn Hasan ibn Ahmad ibn Sahl ibn Ahmad 
Marjani. She was born in 524H and engaged herself in the 
achievement of knowledge as she attained maturity. She won 
appreciation and certificate of excellence from the scholars 
and jurists of great authority. As far as her profundity of 
learning is concerned she could be compared to the top most 
scholars of the time. She, in particular, had the distinction in 
Islamic jurisprudence. Ibn Khallikan writes that she was 
delegated authority by the Abbaside rule to establish schools 
in Baghdad and anywhere else in the kingdom and teach the 
Islamic jurisprudence to the seekers of knowledge. She would 
also issue permits to open new schools. She died in 615H. 

(Ibn Khallikan) 

Bibi Hafsah bint Shirin (Uf.Jlp4Jt:u^j) 

Bibi Hafsah was sister of Khawja Muhammad Shirin, 

who died in 803H. She was considered one of great mystics of 
her days. 

She was an absorbed worshipper and abstinent. It is 
said that she lit the lamp in early night and stood to observe 
the prayers and did not retire to bed till late night. Meanwhile 
the lamp would go out but the house would remain lighted till 
the day dawned. Besides the above, a number of other 
anomalous events are narrated on her part. 

(Mashahir Niswan) 

Rabiya'h Kh&tbn (\^M j) 

Rabiya'h Khatun was daughter of Najmuddin Ayyub 
and sister of great Muslim conqueror Sultan Salahuddin 
Ayyubi. She was learned and generous. She established a 
grand institution of religious teachings besides other current 
branches of learning at Jabal Qasune near Damascus, which 
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was known as Madrassa Khatwiya. Rabiya'h KhitOn endowed 


a large property ro meet its expenses. She was buried in the 
schoolyard w hen she died. Her grave remains even now. 


Some writers have attributed a building of a monastery 
to her as w ell which, was called Khanqah Khatunya. 

(Musalman Khawtin Ki Dim Anr Ilmi Khidmat) 

Bibi Fatimah bint Hussayn 

Bibi Fatimah was daughter of Hussayn ibn Hasan. She 
was a person of great piety and outstanding virtues. She was a 
gifted oratoress and spoke eloquently in the female gatherings. 
Women would come from distant places to attend her address. 
Her speeches left very profound effects on the female 
community of the time and many of the misguided ones were 
put on the right way. She died in 521H. 

(Khazinatul Asfia) 

Bibi Kurdiyah 

Bibi Kurdiyah was the native of Basra or Ahwaz and 
was a trusted student of Bibi Sha’wanah. Worship and mystical 
exercises were subjects of her special interest. She was 
respected greatly for her piety. Bibi Kurdiyah says,l was, once 
I in the audience of Bibi Sha'wanah when suddenly I felt drowsy 
and then fell asleep. Sha'wanah shook me to rouse and said, 

"O, Kurdiyah, get up. This is not the place to sleep. The proper 
place to sleep is the graveyard." Kurdiyah further says that 
with the association of Sha'wanah she grew weary of the world 
and she would look down upon those who cherish the world. , 

I 

She got unconcerned about the livelihood, a deep love was i 
developed in her heart for the Muslims and she did not dispise 
any Muslim, howsoever humble he might be. I 
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ifiedestitutes. She loved her husband greatly. When he died, 
5 liehadan unnarratable shock. She built a mosque in the 
fnemory of her late spouse in 1141H and endowed property to 
it. The said mosque is situated near Kashmiri Gate in Delhi 
and is known as Fakhrul Masajid. 


(Mift ah uttawarikh) 

llmm-e-Yahya 

Hn unknown knower of the Holy Quran who spoke 
only the Koranic words. 

‘Abdullah ibn Mubarik reports that once he went on 
Uajjand came across an old lady some where on the way who 
was wearing the woolen garments. He went to her and they 
tad following dialogue. 

Mullah: 


<UI 


4 ..^ jj A^lxuJ) 


Peace be upon you and Bounty of Allah and His 


favours. 

Old lady 







6 j yjoi ^ 

The word from a Merciful Lord (for them) is peace. 


Mullah, 


(Surah Yasin -58) 


May Allah be Merciful on you, what brought you 
here? 

Lddy; 

( ^ A*l .lJIjjC VI} 4J jLh }lj 4JJI 

Those whom Allah sendeth astray, there is no guide 
for them. 



(ATAiraf-The Heights-186) 


(Nafahatul Uns) 

Bibi Fakhr-un-Nisa 

Bibi Fakhr-un-Nisa was the darling wife ofNawab 
Shuja't All Khan. She was a wise and courteous woman who 
took great interest in matters of Din and helping the poor and 


(Assuming that she might have been left from her 

caravan or lost the way) where do you intend to go? 
iddy: 
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Glorified be He who carried His servant by night 
from Inviolable place of worship to the far distant place of 
worship, 

(Surah Bani Israel - Children of Israel-h 

'Abdullah: 

(Thinking, that after she had performed Hajj she 
intends to go to the Dome of Rock (Jeruslem)). Since how 
long you have been here? 

Lady: 

Three nights. 

(Maryam - Mar\>lO) 

Abdullah: 

I find no food with you. How did you live without it? 

Lady: 

C ^ ^ nJl 4 

He is, who feedeth me and watereth me. 

(Ash - Shu'ara - The Poets - 79) 

Abdullah: 

How do you make ablution? 

Lady: 

C 1 » » kI IsL«I 

And Ye find not water, then go to clean, high ground 
and rub your faces and your hands with some of it. 

(Surah Al-Maidah - The Table Spread-6} 

Abdullah: 


I have food, would you like to eat? 

Lady: 

(NAY.djajJI) 

Then strictly observe the fast till night fall. 

(ALBokarah - The Cow-181 I 

(She told in Koranic words that she was fasting.) 

Abdullah: 

But, this is not the month of Ramadan'! 


Lady: 

( ^ OA ,6yiJl) 


<UI jjU lyjo. ykj 
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And he, who doe!It good of his own accord (for him) 
Uf!Allah is Responsible, Aware. 

(Surah Al-Bakarah - The cow^ 15H) 
(She meant that she was observing optional fast.) 

■ 0ullah: 

when you are on journey, you are permitted to put off 
(fieobligatory fasts to other days, as well. 

Lady: 

jl ^ ly-*yjuaJ jly 

And that Ye fast is better for you if you did but know. 

(Surah Al-Bakarah - The cow-184) 

Wullah: 

why you do not speak to me as I am speaking to you? 

Lady: 

(^ A .y) JuLc j VI (Jy.A t^al» Lo 

He uttereth no word but there is with him an 
observer, ready. 


(Surah Oaf -18) 

She described that a man would be answerable for 
whatever he might have spoken. 



Which clan do you belong to? 

Lady: 

jlyjiJly ^>1-C clLl Aa~ ^ 

fjLi) Vyla.a« <Lc vlllJyl 

(0 man), Follow not that where of thou hast no 
knowledge. Lo! The hearing and the sight and the heart of 
each of these it will be asked. 

(Surah Bani Israel - The children of Israel - 36) 

She meant that we should not pollute our hearing and 
the mind with the words, we may beheld answerable for. 

Mullah: 

1 beg your pardon for all this. 

Udy: 

(^T .uijuiyj) 4UI V 

Have no fear this day. May Allah forgive you. 





















t f‘adinp I mi*r* 


Suf^ah 



It \ou f Ctin carr> \ou on fhc camel fo wher^* 


\ 0u ni^h 

L adv' 


(^ 1V .6 jjJO dJf 


y* I djULj L»J 




w%e her ensenJ So I r.i foord r , l<gK 
iKoW lad> lo motinf She mounlcd JO'* •»' * 


I 



what VO cverf’ood Jv> do, Allah knowelh A 

I 

_ A 

(^urah Al'Bakarah • T'/^e cow-jy' 

_ . --— i 

\hduHah says (hat he broughl flic shecamel near her ^ 
and made her sit down and asked the lady to mount. She said 
before she mounted. 




(r 



i»ihjLt^j f 11 ^y,Li fji 


Tel! the believing men to lower their f^nze and he 


modest 


(Al-Noor - The liRhtdO) 

She wanted me lo close my eyes or turn about, so that 
she might mount the camel, unseen. So. I lowered niyga/eand 
asked her to mount. But unluckily the camel suddenly rose 
before she could be seated properly and her shawl was caught 
with in the saddle to be tom. I expressed my sonow over the 
loss. But she said: 

Lady 


(r- .jj>JI 





Xi 


Sm J* l >1^ 



< 


* « --*V « 




iii^L«l L 


Whatever of misfortune striketh yout it is what your 
right hands have earned. And he forgiveth much. 

(Surah Ash-Shurah - Counsel-JO) 

That is, she took all the burden of the loss herself and 
freed me of any sense of regret. 


eJ Ldj I.LA Liii^*dl 

( t ^ ' 1 jJw jJI ) Lui j ^ 

(Verified be He who hath subdued these unto o\ ijrtd 
^ fUd capable (of subduing them). And f.of in to mer 
^ lef surdy are returning. 

(Surah A:‘Zukhrjf - ornu ntenh (h* ^ ^ L[ -h 

I held the nose-string of the camel and sfr«>de a/'c.} ] 
>,.ni her''ith voice, occasionally. .MeanwhHe m> p<tcc 
•ifned and the voice raised unintentionally Stic noted n 


clj 


Ij .J 


^ Xipjjly 


Be modest in thy hearing and subdue thy voice. 

(Surah l u gmun / 0; 

I slowed my pace and began to sing a folk song. The 


jiJyinterrupted and said; 

\jddf 

Recite, then, of the Quran. 




Lttly 


y iUdi/M 


(Al-Muz:ammil - The F.nshroimdeJ one y), 


Allah has blessed you with virtues and merits, how all 


lie people could be like you. 

liif: 

(v.jUjT) 


Ul lyj.ivi 


Bui only men of understanding really heed. 


Abdullah. 


Emm 

Please slay just a moment; I may fasten the legs of the 

• 1'/MI nr\e\tiryt 


camel to let you mount calmly. 


Lady 


(v^.^44jVI) 



U Lla^ 


A nd we made Solomon to understand (the case). 

(ALAnhiva - The Prophets- 2. 


(Al-fmran - The fainiU of Imran.> 

She meant that only the wise persons accept the 


•ihice. 




Are you married and have the spouse? 





(J 


I.Lxil 



I^IL 


O' Yet believe I .isk not of things, which, if they 
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Hvrr A/r<»i«*iy mf^U* voa, would trouble you 

^ 0 ' 

{. 4i A/ a fdijh - 7 he Table $ 

^ --—I-rTr-^-r-i - —.. 

Mranuhtlr c«ijghl up the caravan and 
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[ 


f, 

lai^^ if fncrr \\crc an\ of her relatives? 

^ 0 

Lady 

(t -ui^l) L^jJf iLpJI ^jJuJIj JUi 

M ralfb and children are an ornament oj the Hjf ^ 
the world, 

(Al-Kahf ‘ The Ca ve-o 
I took in her words that her sons were there in th^ 

Cara\an. So I asked if there was any indication to find then^ 
out. 

Lady 

V ' ^ Lij CiL^j 

And land marks (too) and by the stars they find tht 

way, 

( Al-Nahl - The BceA6i 
I came to know that her sons were the leaders of the 
caravan. So I went around the caravan to let her find her sons. 

Lady 


|d^j C ^ ^ ^ .•Ltiu.lO NjJLx dJl 






Lllll 



.^LiJOLiK; 


Allah (Himself) chose Abraham for friend. 


(An-Nisa - The women-125} 


And Allah spoke directly unto Moses, 


(An-Nisa - The women A 64) 

O* John (Yahya)! Hold fast the Scripture, 

(Marvam-ll) 

She so indicated ihat I should call the names of 


I 


fdaw send one of you with thh your silver coin unto 
4ra^. end let him see what food is purest there and bring 

f0i ttgfh there of 


(Al K 







^0' 


As she spoke, one of them rose and made a quick pisce 
mads the town and returned with plenty of* food When the 
ixdHas served. the ladv said: 


(M.siUl) iJLJf ^Lyi ^ ^rit.J U» lt >:^ I 





Eat and drink at ease for that which Ye sent on 
hfortyou in past days, 

(Al-Haggah - The Reality - ^ tj 

I couldn't help speaking thereupon and warned her 

sons that I would not touch the food until they detailed the all 
» me about their mother. 

They told that their mother had not uttered a single 
word save the Holy Quran for last forty years, A self imposed 
binding, only because she feared lest any such word should be 

spoken for which she might be held answerable on the 
iudgement Day. 


Mullah 




<u\ 



dJI 


(t .4AAdi) ^daxli <1JI ^ •Idkj 

That is the Bounty of Allah; which He gave the unto 
dH)ittHe will Allah is of infinite Bounty, 

(Al-Jum'ah - The consref^ation-4) 

The true identity of the lady of enviable virtues could 


Ibrahim, Musa and Yahya. I called out loudly all three names J sot be ascertained. Some call her (Jmm Yahya. Some say, she 
and soon after three handsome young fellows came out of their i HisRabe'a Basri. But these are suppositions. Allah knows her 


tents and dismounted their mother from the camel very 
respectfully. When we had settled at ease, she spoke to her 


sons; 


L^l • li A.IJiIa/ 1 6iijb 


l( 


L 

JlA 


.Li 


italiiy. 

tkiNazhon 

Bibi Nazhon was native of Granada (Ghurnata of 
Spain). Her father was Abu Bakr Ghassani. She was 
rile most known women scholars in the fifth century 

























Leading Ladies 


180 



Hijrah. Her talents were acknowledged all over the Islamic 
world. She had attained mastery in the literature, history and 
proverbs besides being a highly placed poetess. AH her 
achievements owed to the celebrated blind scholar Abu Bakr 

t 

Makhzumi. 


(Nafahut-Tayyabi 

Bibi Untnt-ul-Khayr Hijazyah 

Bibi Umm-ul-khayr was native of the holy land of 
Hijaz, but later she bad settled in Egypt. She was a very 
learned woman of her age. She, in the rule of Fatmides (4I5H) 
established her own Darsgah in the Cairo mosque from where 
thousands of the seekers of knowledge found their objective. 
She was an eloquent oratoress. Her discourses and speeches 
were so persuasive that the listeners were swayed along. 

fBinatul Islam kee Dini wa Ilmi Khidmal) 


Bibi UkhtuI Mazni 

She was sister of Shaykh Abu Ibrahim Al-mazni, the 
noted student of Imam Shafe'i. She was a highly placed 
scholar in the Islamic jurisprudence. It is said that she had a 
difference of opinion with Imam Shafe'i at Zakat on minerals. 

(Mashahir Niswan) 

Bibi Mulaykah bint Munkadar 

It has been reported by Imam Malik ibn Dinar that 
once he, while making Tawaf, saw a woman weeping near the 
Black Stone who was saying, "My Lord! Have mercy on me, I 
have come from very distant place to Thy House. My Lord! I 
have come, hopeful of Thine favours and beneficence. Make 
me not dependent on anyone else in this world." Malik ibn 
Dinar says further that he and his companions were greatly 
impressed by her wailing and called at her later in the day to 
listen some words of wisdom. Her speech was persuasive 
which left very sound impression on us. After a while she said, 
"Now please let me be alone. Your arrival drew me into 
talking and thus restrained me from worship." The narrator 




I 
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Jjy^hat the venerable lady was Mulaykah ibn Munkadar. 

0 i Khunsa bint Hadham 

Hafs ibn 'Umar AI-JaTi says that Khunsa bint Hadham 
the native of Yamen. She was pious, adorer and kind 
h^rted lady. She would not remain for a single moment 
0 indful of remembrance of Allah. Consecutive fasting for 
I ijot less than long forty years had dried up her skin ^ncJ 
I fcduced her to a skeleton. Her constant weeping due to fear of 
I /illahhad taken her vision. Two dignitaries of her age Imam 
laws ibn Kaysan and Imam Wahb ibn Kaysan admire her 
greatly. As the night would fall and the calmness prevailed all 
around, her sad voice would be raised, "O, Creator of the earth 
I and the heavens, let me know until how long I shall be 
constrained in this world. My Lord, lift me free from the 
shackles of the world so that I may see Thy promise to be 
honoured. Then again weeping over took her and continued 
for long. Her cries were even heard by her neighbours. 


Bibi 'Afirah Abidah (i^ 

Bibi 'Afirah was the native of Basra. She attained 
knowledge from Ma'adhah Adwayah, the noted pupil of the 
Mother of the Faithful 'Aishah Siddiqah She 

commanded reverence from the leading contemporary scholars 
and mystics. She would be absorbed in her devotions. She had 
lost her eyes because of constant weeping in fear of Allah- 
Someone said to her that being a blindwasa great misfortune. 
"But being ashamed before Allah is even bigger a 
wretchedness and loss of vision of heart is a calamity." She 
answered. 

Rouh ibn Salimah says that once he said to Afirah that 
she seemed not to sleep at all. She burst to tears to hear and 
^iCl do want to repose for a while but, you know, how I 
sleep when two angel guards never part with me either it 
'^‘lay or night." Once some mystics called at her and begged 
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to pray for them. She said, ’^Brothers! If Allah were to holdth^, 
tongue of the sinners, I would have been mute but, as 
praying is the Tradition of the Prophet soj 

must do. Then she prayed, "May Allah bless you with the 
hospitality of the Hoors (the heavenly women), cast fear of 
death in your hearts and mine and let our Faith be safe and 
strong till death.'* 

(Nafahatul Umi 

Bibi FatimBh bint Abbas 

She was also called Umm Zaynab as was the Arab 
tradition of naming after their parents or progeny. Her father 
was Abbas Baghdadi. She was born in Baghdad and attained 
her maturity in the same historical city. Her father raised her 
with great efforts and made unprecedented arrangements for 
her education. So she obtained erudition in all Helds of 
learning, in particular she commanded an authority in Islamic 
jurisprudence. Then the turn of events took her to Egypt, 
where she was welcomed and held in great esteem by Tadhkar 
Khatun, daughter of the local ruler and built a monastery for 
her pleasure. It came to be called Rabatul Baghdadyah. Umm 
Zaynab made it her dwelling and Darsgah. She lived on a very 
meagre income and would spend most of time in learning and ; 
educating. She died in 714H. 

t 

t 

(Maorazi) 

Fatimah Khanum, The Princess 

Seven centuries had passed since afore said Zubaydah 
canal was created and now it was in its worst with the passage 
of time despite being looked after by the subsequent rulers. 
Almost all the wells and springs had gone dried and dead and 
Zubaydah canal was filled with shifting sand and stones and 
its concrete wall was broken here and there and water was no 
more once again. It was the year 965H (1557 A.D) when all 
those days had returned which had urged Zubaydah to come to 
rescue. Fortunately another Zubaydah had come in to the 
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JJj^Vthe shape of the Turk princess Fatimah Khanum, 
Mghter of the great 'Uthman ruler Sultan Salim. When the 
x,ngscame in to her knowledge, she under took to solve the 
problem once for all. She assigned the task to her trusted aide 
Ibrahim ibn Takrim to restore the canal and extend it to 
Ufakkah to bring it in to the easy reach of every Makkan and 
(lie pilgrims. The repair of the canal proved not very difficult 
and it was done positively with the help of Egyptian, Syrian 
and the Yemenite engineers and the masons. But, ahead, a 
huge rock whose length was not less than two thousand feet 
and the width more than fifty had stopped their advance. 
Ibrahim, the chief of the project lost his heart, as it looked 
(juite impossible to turn aside or to break through the gigantic 
rock. Fatimah Kanum was informed of the failure. But the 
resolute princess stood to her previous order. She reprimanded 
her assignee and told him in clear words that nothing could 
hamper the human courage and determination. The inspiring 
order of the princess invigorated the entire arena. In those days 
neither the dynamite was invented yet, nor were the titanic 
machines of today, which blow out the sky rising mountains. 

The only method to cut the stone was to heat them up to a very 
high degree and then cut them with sharp tools. ‘ 


It took hundreds of workers long ten years to make a 
breakthrough, after having been burnt millions tons of fuel 
and spending thousands of arduous days and nights. It came at 
last that auspicious day when in 979H (1571 A.D) the proud 
rock was conquered which, years before looked duly 
insurmountable. The water began to flow up to Makkah. No 
one could imagine the delight of the Makkans that day. The 
event was celebrated fervently with the participation of the 
government and the masses. 

All, the bigs and smalls of the project were rewarded 
beyond their expectations. The Princess came to be called 
empress Zubaydah Than/ (the second). 

(Monthly ATHasanat, Ram pur - India) 
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Bibi Umm-e-Afi 

Umm Ali had been a great mystic of third century, 
Hijrah, wife of the noted reformer and Wali Shaykh Ahinad 
Khizravia. Her parents were rich and wealthy and they had Icfj 
in inheritance for her, wealth, beyond calculation. But the 
generous daughter gave away all of it in the way of Allah and 
spent her days contentedly with her husband. Umm Ali was 
contemporary of Bayazid Bistami and Shaykh Abu Hafs. Both 
the gentlemen learned from her. Bayazid used to say that one 
who wanted to enter upon mysticism he should inculcate in 
himself the courage and qualities like those of Umm Ali. 

Shaykh Abu Hafs says that he treated the women 
contemptuously and considered talking with them the ' 
disdainful act until he heard Umm Ali: "When I heard her I I 

I 

came to know that Allah bestows His bounty upon whom He I 
wills and there is no distinction of male or female." I 

I 

Two of her sayings are here: 

I. It is better the request is not granted rather than j 

disgracing the suppliant. 

2. Allah bestowed His bounties upon His slaves but they 

did not turn to Him. Then He inflicted on them the 
troubles and hardships, they bowed to Him. Allah did 
all that because He loves His slaves. 

(Nafahatul Urn) 

Bibi Umm-e-Muhammad 

Bibi Umm Muhammad, mother of the great reformer 
of Islam Abu ‘Abudllah Muhammad ibn Hafif (ob: 331H). 
Abdur Rehman Jami considers her one of the Awolyah Allah 
(friends of God). Her native town was Shiraz. She also 
travelled to Makkah and Madinah with her son Abu ‘Abdullah. 

The writers make a mention of the religious exercises, she had 
made part of her life. It is narrated that her son Abu ‘Abdullah 
would keep vigils in the last ten’ nights of the month of 
Ramadan to view the Laylatul Qadr (the Night of Power • 
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•jlliiiiol'a' A rifat 

a reference of Sura AI-Qadr - It refers to the night when 
0 angel Gibriel brought Allah's first message to Muhammad 

and the first Koranic words were revealed to 
1,0 in the cave of mount Hira. It is said that celestial plans of 
action for the next year are brought down from the Empyrean 
0 the lower heaven and assigned to the concerned angelical 
, departments for implementation. Besides above, a moment 
I comes at that night when all this universe is illuminated with 
a mysterious milky light. All the devout Muslims have longing 
to have that moment and keep vigils to find it.) one night he 
I \vas at his devotions in his room,*upstairs, when her mother, 

( who was at her praying in another room, called out his name 
and said, "O' Muhammad, my son! It is here you are so 
anxious for." 

Bedashed downwards to hear her motherwhere he saw 
her apartment, dazzling with a cold sweet light of unknown 
origin. He says that he prostrated at her feet as it was that very 
moment that he discovered her place in the Divine order, 
limm Muhammad died in 3I2H. 

A Pious Slave Girl (aUi j) 

A master asked his slave girl to lay his bed. She said, 

"My Lord, do you have a Master." 

"Yes, indeed" he said. 

"Does He ever sleep or not" she further asked. 

"No, He doesn’t sleep" the master replied. 

"My lord! Is it not unworthy that you sleep and your 
Master doesn't?" 

He screamed to hear that and fell unconscious and set 
her free after he go\ recovered. 

Hafsah Al-markinah (>4^ w-j) 

Hafsah Al-Mark\nah, a Spanish reformer, was an 
embodiment of merits and virtues. She was learned, pious, 
generous and courageous. She was a gifted oratress. Her 
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eloquent speeches invigorated and emboldened the Spanish 

Muslims who had lost heart and were being slaughtered by the 
extremist Christians mercilessly. But now their hearts were 
filled with longing to wage Jihad and they were pitted against 
the enemy eveiywhere. Their superiority in number and arms 
however, was pressing against Muslims. The gravity of the 
situation caused Hafsah to write to Sultan Yaqub Al-Mansur, 
the king of Morocco, in detail the painful plight of the 
Muslims of Spain and the tyrannies of the dominant 
Christians. She asked the Sultan to come very soon to save the 
Muslims. Sultan Al-Mansur moved swiftly as he received the 
letter. He headed to Spain with a strong and violent army in 
586H (1190 A.D). He invaded mightily and destroyed the 
Christian strong-holds and their ravager armies after inflicting 
upon them the repeated defeats. He turned victorious in the 
battle between the devotees of the Crescent and the Cross. He 
returned Morocco after he had taken appropriate measures for 
the safety of the Muslims. 

Hafsah's services for the survival of the Muslims in the 
distressing years of 580H (1184 A.D) to 586H (1190 A.D) had 
made her a living legend. 

(Akhband Andalus, Khilafat Mo-Ahhidin, Sharfun Misa) 

Bibi Khadijah bint Qayyem 

Bibi Khadijah was an erudite of great note in the 
seventh century Hijrah. She was born in Baghdad in 608H. 
She had developed longing to attain knowledge in early 
childhood. Her father encouraged her after having seen his 
daughter's brilliance and brain. She achieved very soon, 
excellence in calligraphy and Qirat (skill in various style of 
recitation of Quran). She used to attend the congregations of 
Karimah Muhadditha and ibn Shirazi. She also travelled to 
Egypt to complete her studies in all fields of learning from the 
famous scholars ibn Al-Khamezi and Ali ibn Al-mukhtar 
'Amri. Then she herself entered upon educating and teaching. 

Hundreds of women learned from her and she continued her 


I 


I 
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j^fguiding and educating for years. She also stayed in 
fghuk and Damascus in this connection and would deliver her 
speeches and discourses for guidance. She had a distinction in 
literature as well. She elucidated the book Maqamat Hariri so 
eruditely that noted scholars would come to be taught this 
book. Bibi Khadijah died at 91 after having lived all those 
enviable years. 


(Tadhkara-ul-Khawtin) 


Bibi Asma Andalusya 4iJi 

Bibi Asma was a scholar of veneration. She was native 
ofSpanish town Seville (Ishbiliah. of Muslim Spain) and 
belonged to Bani Amir. She was a highly placed poetess and 
calligraphist. Once she composed some couplets in praise of 
ihe ruler of Moracco and the Muslim Spain, the chief of 

Abdul Momin (obiit: 558H). The couplets were: 

jmI LLl^aJI LLSjX 


^ cjujIj ^LxJI 1 jl 

(We have known, the Divine help and the clear victory 

is for our lord, the Commander of the Faithful. Whenever 

kre will be talk about the prominent positions and 

kiikened grades, your own words will turn to be cause of 
your loss.) 


(Mashah ir Niswan) 

Bibi Awlyah ^ j) 

Bibi Awlyah was a mystic of seventh centuryHijrah. 
Sliewasthe native of Delhi (India) and led a life of piety and 
continence. She would keep at her closed-door devotions, 
some times for the consecutive forty days in her room and 
lived at a very little quantity of food. The monarch of India, 
Sultan Muhammad Tughlaq held her in great esteem. 

(Khazinatul Asfya) 

Khanzadah Gardun Chin (V4^ j) 

She was wife of the Sultan Jalal-ud-Din Khawrzam 
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Shah (61 7H-62SH). She was very generous and just nature^ 
She was pious and kind to commoners herself and asked tl}^ 
others to do so. She built numerous mosques in various towns 
of Iran and would support her masses irrespective of their 
religion or Faith. 


(Rodatus Saf^ 

Bibi Shamsud-Duha 

She was regarded one of the renowned scholars and 

I ' 

mystics of the sixth century Hijrah. She was the daughter of 
Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul Jalil^ himself a noted scholar. 
She had a learning intent since her childhood. In the beginning 
she gained the learning of Hadith with efforts but later, she 
turned towards continence and mysticism. Thence she devoted 
to Shaykhut Tariqat Ziauddin Abu I Khubayb Suharwardi (oh: 
563H) and secured the secrets and symbols of the mysticism. 
She educated a lot of women and left impressions of piety of 
her person on their minds and morals. 

(Khawtin Islam Ki Dini Aur llmi Khidmal) 


Umm-e-Zaynuddin w-j) 

Umm Zaynuddin was counted among the chosen 
erudites in the fifth century Hijrah. She had shown excellence 
in all the fields of knowledge. Learning of the exegesis of the 
Quran was her special subject. Her brother Imam Abdul 
Wahab was too, a master exegetist of the Quran. He wrote 
interpretation of the Quran Kitabul Jawahir in 30 volumes. 
Umm Zaynuddin had memorized all the 30 books. Her son 
Zaynuddin, a savant of his age, was regarded the Imam. Once, 
as a student, when he returned home after having been taught 
by his maternal uncle, his mother asked what his maternal 
uncle had taught him. He narrated what he had learned. She 
asked, ’’Had he not taught you that and that?" The son 
responded in negative. "It might have faded out of his 
memory", she said with a smile. Umm Zaynuddin greatly 
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^jjj^orshipping Allah. She would spend most of her time 
(l,e prayer rug. It is said that she lived almost forty years at 
L^f place of worship and didn't use bed. 

(Musalman Khawtin Ki Dini Aur llmi Khidmat) 


Zulaykha bint All aD* j) 

Zulaykha was the brilliant sister of Khawja Nizamul 
' ^ulk Tusi. She was learned and well mannered and like her 
^ lirother, patronized the propagation of knowledge. She was 
appreciative of the people of learning and is considered one of 
(lie acclaimed scholars and accomplished woman of fifth 
century di/rah. Some historians have tributed her as such ’’She 
ivas far ahead of the contemporary women in physical and 
moral beauty, wisdom and erudition. ” 


(Syed Amir AH) 


idah Fatimah Ummul-Khayr 

Fatimah was the mother of Abdul Qadir Jilani ( 4 JLJ 1 


) 


who is known as Pir Piran., chief of the saints. Abdul 
Qadir Jilani commands great authority and reverence from all 
Islamic schools of thought. He is really a chosen person. Some 
of them conduct ceremonies in his commemoration. He is the 
founder of Qadarya order. He was bom in 470-471 H in the 
cityofGilan. He became orphan in very early age. His mother 
and maternal grandfather Syed ‘Abdullah Soma’i both paid 
special attention to raise him. When he attained boyhood he 
was sent to Baghdad for further education and he stayed there 
for years. Meanwhile he learned intimate knowledge of Allah 
from Abu Al-Khayr Shaykh Hammad ibn Muslim Addibas. 


She was a woman of great piety, adoration, continence 
and devotion. She was married to a pious scholar Syed Abu 
Saleh Jangi Dost. Her marriage took place in an unbelievable 
'^ay. It is related that Syed Abu Saleh would perform his 
P%ers and mystical exercises in remote places. One day when 
third day since he had eaten, he saw an apple floating 
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along the river. He picked it up and ate with the name of 
Allah. Suddenly thereupon a thought struck his mind th^t 
Allah knows whose that apple was and that he was guilty of 
breaching the trust of the unknown owner of the apple. As he 
thought it be rose and set out along the river opposite to the 
flow to find the owner of the apple. A tier a long journey he 
saw an orchard at the side of the river. An apple tree with ripe 

fruit was there from where the apples were to fall into the river 
and glide away. Abu Saieh found out the owner of orchard 
who was a landlord Syed Abdullah Soma'i. He called at him 
and sought his apologize to have eaten the apple un-permitted. 


Syed Abdullah Soma'i was a chosen man of Allah. He 
understood the young man was different from others. All at 
once his heart was filled with the longing to take him as his 
son-in-law. He said to him, "If you look after the orchard for 
ten years, it is then that I will think over to apologize you or 
not. Abu Saleh agreed. He would look after the orchard and 
along with this he was initiated into mysticism and he 
proceeded further on the line under the guidance of Syed 
Abdullah Soma'i. He ascended the various stages of 
mysticism. After having comjjleted ten years, he told Syed 
Abdullah about the maturity of the agreement but he extended 
the duration for two more years. He obediently bowed his head 
and continued his duty for the next two years. It was then, that 
Abdullah called him and said, "My son! You have turned true 
to all trials but one and the last trial is left. I have a daughter 
who is disabled of hands, crippled, deaf and blind, if you agree 
to take her in marriage, 1 would gift you this orchard. Abu 
Saleh gave his consent and Syed Abdullah married his 
daughter to Abu Saleh. When Abu Saleh saw his wife Fatimah 
first time, he was confused as the bride was a woman of sound 
organs and she was ail a perfect lady with a dazzling beauty. 
He feared lest she should have been replaced with some other 
woman. He went out and asked his father in law, who cleared 
to him that the girl was his daughter and what he had said as 
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^ition, was interpretable. 


I He said, "As my daughter did nothing against Sharia 
^0 her hands so I say my daughter is disabled of hands, 

, ijgyer went out of home, so I call her crippled, never heard 
I against the teachings of Islam so she is deaf and never saw any 
I '(jhayr Mahram ' so she is bl ind. " 

Now Syed Abu Saleh understood the play of the 
I destiny and the respect and love for his wife increased many 
fold. The couple stayed in Jilan and out of their wedlock the 
soncame into the world who was to become beacon of light of 
guidance in the years to come. It was Abdul Qadir Jilani, who, 
liy his thoughts and actions determined a way, which would 
lead to the path of abiding guidance. 

Shaykh Abdul Qadir was a child when his father died 
and he was left orphan. Her mother endured the shock with 
patience and courage and centred her attention on her little son 
toraisehim properly. After he had completed his primary 
education, he showed his intention to go to Baghdad for 
further education and sought his mother’s permission. She very 
reluctantly allowed, saying that she could not depart him for a 
moment but that she would not stop him to go as the purpose 
was veiy positive. The achievement of knowledge is a sacred 
duty. ”1 pray, may you succeed and win excellence in all 
branches of learning. 1 fear, I may not live to see you again, 
butmy blessings will be reaching you." 

Then she told that she had 80 dinars out of her 
husband's inheritance. 'T leave forty of them for your brother 
and the rest forty give you for travel expenses." 

Say^edah Fatimah secured forty dinars into internal 
layers of the under coat and sewed it up. Now no one can find 
: out howsoever he may search. 

"My dear son", she advised him befor she bade him 
Wby "You must be speaking the truth and what ever the 
Nlmay be, never shall tell a lie." 
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The obedient son promised, holding his tears to flow 
out, "My mother, I promise I will never tell a lie.” 

"May Allah be your Helper and Protector”, she prayed 
as the son left home to Join a caravan bound for Baghdad. 

It was not possible to travel alone in those days. The 
long, unguarded roads were always dangerous and people used 
to travel in large groups or caravans. Nevertheless they were 
not understood to be absolute safe from robbers who were 
cruelly foraying and looting the unarmed people. When their 
caravan reached the desolated mountainous region of Turtunk 
beyond Hamadan, a band of bandits fell upon the caravan and 
looted all the goods. 

Shaykh Abdul Qadir was standing aside seeing 
worriedly what had just happened. A robber came to him and 
asked if he had something. He told absolute fearlessly that he 
positively had forty dinars. His appearance put the docoit in 
doubt and be went smiling scornfully. Another came and he 
put the same question and was responded likewise. The 
second one also returned casting eyes on him but he told their 
gang leader Ahmad Badwi the matter. He ordered to produce 
the boy. He was immediately taken to the chief of robbers, 
who asked him. 

"O boy! Be honest to tell what do you possess?" 

"1 have already told your accomplices that 1 have forty 

dinars." 

"Where you have secured, show them out", the bandit 
chief commanded. 

"The coins are sewn in the folds of my under coat" 
The child told plainly. The criminal opened the marked part of 
the coat and there did existed the forty dinars. It surprised 
them all and they asked him in utter amazement that despite he 
knew they were looters, why did he open the secret of money. 

He answered very calmly that his mother had told him 


tell a lie. Why for mere forty diHars \ should have 

The chief of robbers burst into tears and said, "See, a 
little boy kept his promise with his mother but; may curse fall 
01 ] me, I have been breaching the binding from my Creator for 
years. O' child I make penitence and vow never to return on 

this way." 

The other dacoits too, in following of their leader 
I itiade penitence and returned all the goods they had looted and 
I opted the life of piety and righteousness. 

I It is further narrated that while Abdul Qadir Jilani was 
busy with his studies, her mother had sent him a piece of gold 
I 10 meet the expenses. 

All the historians are silent over the year of Fatimah's 
death, but a thought out finding is that she had died when her 
son was away in Baghdad for his studies.' 

(Nafahatul Uns~Akhharul Akhyar, 

Tadhkara Savyadna shows Azam) 

Daughter of Shah Sultan Salim (u^ 4iJi j) 

She was daughter of ruler of Turkey, Sultan Salim I 
[918H(1512 A.D.) to 926H (1520 A.D.)] and wife of Lutfi 
Pasha. She was very pious, righteous-natured and generous 
woman. She had built a magnificent mosque and monastery, 
which later was turned into a school. 

(Mashahir un-Nisa ) 

Bibi Rasti w-j) 

Bibi Rasti was wife of Shaykh Sadruddin Arif, son of 
Shaykh Bahauddin Zakariya Multani i and mother 

Shaykh Abu Al-Fateh Rukn Alam Ruknuddin 
She is regarded one of the mystics of great reverence. She had 
’’'tntorized the Quran Al-Karim and kept long vigils. She was 
to recite the entire contents of the Quran in a day. She 
a devout Muslim and had a great adoration for her 
^^iher-in-law Shaykh Bahauddin Zakariya. She would often 
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gain an audience with him and seek guidance. 

She died in 695H. Her tomb is in Multan 
males are not allowed to enter it in general. 


and 


(KhazimtuL^^^ 


Bibi Sarah 

Bibi Sarah was the mother of Shaykh Nizam uddin 
Abul Mo-ayyed {obiit: 673H). She had great reverence in her 
heart for Khawja Qutbuddin Kaki ( 44 ^ 4 iJi and he had 
made her. sister in Faith. She was not just a mystic but a 
highly placed erudite and had mastery on Fiqh. Once.famine 
broke out in Delhi due to drought and the cereals got too dear 
to be in the reach of any poor person. People of Delhi 
assembled to beg Shaykh Nizamuddin Abul Mo-ayyed to pray 
for them. The Shaykh rose on the wooden platform and 
discovered a piece of cloth from within the sleeve, pulled outa 
thread of it and said, raising it to the sky, "My Lord! this 
thread is of the cloth once belonged to the woman who never 
had cast her eye on any 'Ghayr niahram'. My Lord! Bless us 
with beneficial showers taking into consideration her devotion 
to Thee and the love, we think she had for Thy fprdship or in 
other case i (with the feeling of being humiliated and shame) 
would make my dwelling in the jungle and never return to the 
towns." 


Allah answered his call and the sky was overcast with 
dark clouds and it rained to almost flooding. The people asked 
Shaykh Nizamuddin whom that piece of cloth belonged to. He 
told that the piece of cloth primarily belonged to Khawja 
Qutbuddin Bakhtyar Kaki who had donated his mother Bibi 
Sarah to cover her head while praying the prayers. 


Bibi Sarah died in 638H. Her tomb lies adjacent to the 
mausoleum of Khawja Qutbuddin Bakhtyar Kaki. 


f Khazinatul Asfva. Tadhkara Awlivoi Hindj 
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Begum *Ui i^j) 

Janan Begum was the daughter of Abdur Rahim Khan 

Klianan, one of the nine trusted member of Mughal 

emperorAkbar's kitchen cabinet (Naw Ratan). She was 

married to emperor Akbar's son prince Danyal. She was an 

embodiment of physical and moral beauty, good manners, 

wisdom and brilliance. She bore great attachment to her faith, 

Islam. She wrote interpretations of Quran Al-Karim in Persian. 

She had also performed Hajj. Unfortunately her husband died 

(|i)iteyoung and she led rest of her life as widow. Once, 

emperor Jahangir proposed her to take in marriage but she 

declined. She was chaste and faithful woman. She had a 

decent taste of poetry and literature. Here are some of her 
couplets. 


* 



U 






uij-* 





jl i ■ 1 -T 


fFow a lover can conceal his infatuation from the eyes 
Ipeople when his both eyes are bleeding to disclose his secret 
love. How an easy and unhindered access to the loved one is 
possible, as only those particles of dust can reach their goal 
dick ore reduced to stick to the sole of the foot.) 


^ jUalil 1 j J' 6 jLj 

(We should rise to catch in time the way which is 
itpecled to be caught by the beloved to come, so that we mav 
Hand awaiting to greet the comer.) 


Janan Begum died in 1070H (1689 A.D.). 


(Akhtar Taban, Mashahir Niswan) 

Sayyedah Khadijah Jilani 

Sayyedah Khadijah was daughter of Shaykh Abi 
Abdullah ibn Shaykh Yahya Zahid. Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani 
her nephew. According to some reports she w as also 
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called Umm Muhammad. She was a person of piety g,,, 
adoration and had the learning of Din and the mysticism 1|l 


jj^harifah <Ui 
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She was second daughter of Baba Farid-ud-Din 
her venerable nephew. She was known far and near to niasu'dGanj Shakar. She was a devout Muslim and would 
Mustjabud-Da'wat (a person whose calls and prayers Qr, 5 nend/nost of her time in worship. She had no child but she 


promptly answered in action by Allah) and while in distress 


ivas 


resigned to the will of Allah. It has been reported that she 


people came to her for blessing. She would pray and the need) widowed in her youth but some others say that she 

returned pleased and blessed. Once the famine in Jilan caused young. Shaykh Abdul Haq Muhaddith Delhvi says 

ihat Bibi Sharifah was married to Makhdum All Ahmad Sabir 
Klayri, his sister's son. Baba Farid once said that if the women 


a great loss everywhere. People prayed a lot for rains. They 
prayed Namaz Istisqa (prayer for rain) but the situation got 
worst. Then all the people gathered to beg Sayyedah Khadijafi 
to pray Allah for rain. She was sweeping her courtyard when 
she was informed of the arrival of the people. She raised her 


ivere capable to succeed, he would have favoured Sharifah to 
jucceed him who rightly deserved that. 

(Tadhkara Awliyai Hind, Akhbarul Akhyar) 


hand, and prayed, "My Lord.' f have swept. Thou mercifully jfWAsma Shamyah 


sprinkle the water.” People saw, all at once the dark clouds 


j) 


Bibi Asma was daughter of Muhammad ibn Hasri, a 


over cast the sky and then it bepn to rain heavily Sa^eduh ^ole of Damascus. She gained the learning 
Khad.jah was also said to make eloquent speeches for te , ^scholars of great repute including the leading Muhaddith 
^*11 J '''cre very persuasive, e i 'Allan. Then, she herself entered upon teaching and 

edocating. She performed many times. She was very 
(Nafahatul Unsj I generous and gave away charity, unstinted. She died in 633H. 

One of her brothers and son were also considered persons of 


left this mortal world while in Jilan. 


Bibi *Oorudyah ( 



411 ,) 


Bibi 'Oorudyah was considered one of the scholars of fiole. The popular poet ibn Al Wardi had composed some 


world note of Muslim Spain in the fifth century Hijrah. She couplets in her praise. 

was slave of Allama Abul Mutraf Abdur Rehman who set her ^ 

free and she had resided permanently in Volencia. She 
commanded authority in syntax, sciences of meaning, rhetoric, 
prosody and lexicography. She had learned the syntax and the 


11a Jla 

(O' sister of ibn Hasri, you excelled the other women 


W jiulli » »ith j 


lexicography from her master, ‘Abdul Rehman but had '"ootimKl oW age A woman like you is the pride of a 


excelled her teacher. Two popular books of those days, Kamil 
and Nawadir were memorized by her. Sulayman ibn Najjah,a 
noted scholar of the time says that he was taught Kamil and 
Nawadir by ’Oorudyah. 

Bibi 'Oorudyah died in 450H and was buried in the 
tow'n of Danya. 



nalion. If the sun is femininely named, it makes no mistake. He 
meunl lhat she was like the Sun.) 

(Tadhkaratul Khawtin) 

AishahUmm Muhammad, The Queen 

She was the mother of Abu Abdullah, the last Muslim 
% of Granada (Ghumata of Muslim Spain). She was pious, 
bnourable and courageous. When Abu Abdullah surrendered 
sovereignty to the Christians and left Granada, wailing at 
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called Umm Muhammad. She was a person of piety 
adoration and bad the learning of Din and the mysticism Hj^ 


^Sharifah 




She was second daughter of Baba Farid-ud-Din 


her venerable nephew. She was known far and near to ()^ ujsa'dGanj Sbakar. She was a devout Muslim and would 
Mustjabud~Da*wat (a person whose calls and prayers ar^. most of her time in worship. She had no child but she 
promptly answered in action by Allah) and while in distress 0 S resigned to the will of Allah. It has been reported that she 

people came to her for blessing. She would pray and the needy hid been widowed in her youth but some others say that she 

returned pleased and blessed. Once the famine in Jilan caused hsddied young. Shaykh Abdul Haq Muhaddith Delhvi says 

a great loss everywhere. People prayed a lot for rains. They ihstBibi Sharifah was married to Makhdum All Ahmad Sabir 

prayed Namaz Istisqa (prayer for rain) but the situation got Kfayri, his sister's son. Baba Farid once said that if the women 

worst, Tlien all the people gathered to beg Sayyedah Khadijah ' nere capable to succeed, he would have favoured Sharifah to 
to pray Allah for rain. She was sweeping her courtyard when succeed him who rightly deserved that. 


she was informed of the arrival of the people. She raised her 
hand, and prayed, "My Lord! I have swept, Thou mercifully 
sprinkle the water.” People saw, all at once the dark clouds 


(Tadhkara Awliyai Hind, Akhbarul Akhvar) 


BiblAsma Shamyah 


j) 


- , , , . . . . „ j, Asma was daughter of Muhammad ibn Hasri, a 

over cast the sky and then .t began to ra.n heavily j *fof note of Damascus. She gained the learning of/ZaMA 

Khadijah was also said to make eloquent speeches forihe including the leading Muhaddith 

guidance of people. Her discourses were veiy persuasive. She j herself entered upon teaching and 

fducating. She performed Hajj many times. She was very 
(Nafahatul Uns) | generous and gave away charity, unstinted. She died in 633H. 

One of her brothers and son were also considered persons of 

Bibi 'Oorudyah was considered one of the scholars of note. The* popular poet ibn A1 Wardi had composed some 


left this mortal world while in Jilan. 


Bibi 'Oorudyah 


world note of Muslim Spain in the fifth century Hijrak She couplets in her praise. 

was slave of Allama Abul Mutraf Abdur Rehman who set her U j »LuJi Jx 

free and she had resided permanently in Volencia. She i. 




1 





commanded authority in syntax, sciences of meaning, rhetoric, 
prosody and lexicography. She had learned the syntax and the 
lexicography from her master, ‘Abdul Rehman but had 
excelled her teacher. Two popular books of those days, Kamil 
and Nawadlr were memorized by her. Sulayman ibn Najyah, a 
noted scholar of the time says that he was taught Kamil and 
Nawadlr by ’Oorudyah. 

Bibi 'Oorudyah died in 450H and was buried in the 
town of Danya. 


J 









J 




(O' sister of ibn Hasri, you excelled the other women 
in childhood and old age. A woman like you is the pride of a 
wiion. If the sun is femininely named, it makes no mistake. He 
nml that she was like the Sun.) 

(Tadhkaratul Khawtin) 


! 


a tan at J a 


AisfiahUmm Muhammad, The Queen 

She was the mother of Abu Abdullah, the last Muslim 
%of Granada (Ghumata of Muslim Spain). She was pious, 

Wable and courageous. When Abu Abdullah surrendered 

^^sovereignty to the Christians and left Granada, wailing at 
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the turn of events^ 'Aishah who always would encourageijj 
to rouse against the Christians cursed upon him and said, "q, 

person of vile nature, were you not a descent of noble 

extraction. I am ashamed you were born to me. Voi,. 
senseJessness and impotency has ashamed me to own you 
Were a stone bom to me instead. Do not cry like women over 
which you could not defend like men.” 

{Mashahir-un-Km 

Bibi Sitarah (i^ 

Bibi Sitara was the mother of a noted Muslim 
scientist. She was native of Bukhara (central Asia). She was a 
learned woman and she herself educated her son in various 

fields of science and arts and got him memorized the Quran 
Al-Hakim. 

Bibi Salma bint Shamsuddin i 

Bibi Salma was a scholar of world fame in nintli 

century Hijrah. She was daughter of /w^ 7 /ww/Allama 
Shamsuddin Jazri, who was considered the master of ^irai 
and Tajvid (the art of recitation of Quran with various vocal 
tones). He educated her daughter with all skill and made her 
an authority in all branches of learning notably in Qirat and 
Tajvid. She had attained command not only at Sab'a Qirai 
(seven styles of reciting) but she could recite the Quran with 
Ashrah Qirat (ten styles). It is said that no one could emulate 
her after her father in Qirat and Tajvid. 

(Mus^lman Khawtin Kee Dini A ur Ilmi Khidmll 

Bibi Mann Maile 

Mann Maile was not her parental name but she came 

to acquire the name because of her virtuous nature as she 
always tended people to live in harmony. Harmony is the near 

substitute of Maile after which she was named Mann (heart) 
Maile (Jointer) so she was called jointer of hearts'. 

She was foster mother of Khawja Outbuddm Bakhtyat 
Kaki (obiit: 633H), the successor to Khawja Moinuddin 
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CbM She belonged to a noble family of the Central Asian 


Cl 


{^ofAwsh Khawja Bakhtyar Kaki was born in the same city 
and Bibi Mann Maile lived in the neighbourhood of the 
Khawja. She was good naiured and pious lady and spent most 
of her time in praying and prayers. Khawja Bakhtyar Kaki 
devoted himself to Khawja Mo'inuddin Chishti who conferred 
(lissuccession to him (the authority to establish his own 
Kkfigcilj (monastery) and to institutionalize Bayat (pledge of 
allegiance) from his devotees on behalf of Khawja 
Mo'inuddin. He spent a lot of time to perform mystical 
exercises and travelled to explore the nature. Meanwhile 
Khawja Mo'inuddin had migrated to India and settled in 
Ajmer. He deputed Khawja Bakhtyar Kaki his lieutenant in 
Delhi. He was responsible to preach Islam and to promote 
Ck/yn order in Delhi and the surroundings. Bibi Mann Maile 
was living still back home. Khawja Bakhtyar Kaki already 
knew her talents. He sent word to come and assigned her the 
duty to guide women. She did her duties to her utmost abilities 
and thousands of women learned knowledge of Faith and 
sought guidance from her. The Khawja held her in great 
esteem and ail the dealings of the household were left on her. 
Bibi Mann Maile observed veil very strictly. She never went 
out nor entered the male portion of the house. Bibi Mann 
Maile died some time in the beginning of the seventh century 



Her tomb lies opposite to the old mosque adjacent to 


the mausoleum of Khawja Bakhtyar Kaki in Delhi. 


(Tadhkara Awlivai Hind) 


Malik Shad Khanum 



j) 


She was descendant of Amir Taymur, the legendary 
conqueror. Her family line is as following: Malik Shad 
Khanum bint Muhammad Sultan Mirza ibn Jahangir Mirza ibn 
Amir Taymur. She was a master calligraphist and her 
calligraphy of the Holy Quran had no parallel. The historians 
say that once Shah Jahan sent one of his commanders Nazar 


Muhammad Khan as envoy to the ruler of Balkh. When he 
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returned about J045Hn he brought with him valuable gifjj 
from the ruler of Baikh fdr Shah Jahan including a volume of 
the //o/y Quran, which was written in (a style of 

writing) by Shad Khanum. Shad Khanum had finished it with 
her name and her family. 

'Sivaral Mutakhrmj 


Bibi Jamal Khatun 

Bibi jamal Khatun was sister of Mian MirLahori. 

f///5 name was Mir Muhammad and was native of 
Sewastan (Sind). He was born in 938H. He got the 
preliminary religious education from different teachers. He 
was twelve when his father died. He took association of 
Shaykh Khizar Sewastani with the permission of his mother 
and devoted himself to him. He, under the guidance of the 
Shaykh performed prayers and mystical exercises on a hill 
near Sehwan for years. After he was 25, he took leave of his 
mentor and went to Lahore where he was taught by Maulana 
Sa'dullah, Maulana Ne'maiullah and Mufti Abdus Salam 
Labori for years. Then he made a one-year stay at Sirhind and 
returned to Lahore to spend rest of his life in preaching Islam 
and guiding people. He was a devout Muslim and strict 
follower of Quran and Sunnah. He caused rapid promotion of 
Qadarya order in Punjab. Jahangir, Shah Jahan and Dara 
Shikoh called at him frequently to pay respect. The Sikhs also 
revered him greatly and (hey got the foundation stone of the 
Golden Temple in Amratsar laid by him. Mian Mir died on 17 
Rabiul Awwal 1045H in Lahore.) 

She, like her highly placed brother, was a woman of 
adoration and continence. Her supplications were said to be 
promptly answered by Allah. The historians have recounted a 
number of Karamat by her. It has been reported in Safinatul 
Aulyah that once Bibi Jamal Khatun put two maunds (80 Kils. 
approx.) of wheat in a big container and continued to give 


3 



.^vaytolhe mendicants and poor daily for one whole year and 
(jiumed quite sufficient. Bibi died in I049H. 


(Safinatul Aulyah) 

^Itand Bibi or Chand Sultana j) 

Chand Bibi, the pride of women, was the daughter of 
giissayn Nizam Shah, the ruler of Ahmad Nagar (Daccan). 

I Herparents paid special attention to her education. Highly 
qualified and competent teachers were hired, so within few 
years the princess had mastered all subjects of learning. TTie 
ling himself taught her the art of soldiering, horse riding, 
fencing and archery. He would also educate her about the 
affairs of the state and government. When she matured, her 
fioblequalities came to be known all around. When the words 
about her wisdom and brilliance were heard by Ali Adil Shah, 
llieruler of Bijapur (965 H-1558 A.D. to 987 H-1580 A.D.) he 
jeniproposal to Hussayn Nizam Shah to take her in marriage, 

which he accepted and Chand Bibi was married to Ali Adil 
Shah. 

In Bijapur Chand Bibi won hearts of all by her good 
manners and competence. Once Ali Adil Shah got wind that 
some of his commanders were hatching conspiracy against 
bimand were after his life. He made utmost efforts to find out 
ihcnames of the ring leaders but in vain, which caused him to 
remain worried. Chand Sultana, having sensed the changed 
practices of her husband insisted to be told the troublesome 
matters. When she came to know the inside story, she 
heartened her husband, assuring that no one could harm him as 
longasshe lived. She told him to sleep at night, unmindful of 
any anxiety and that she would keep vigil to guard him. So 
thenceforth, Chand Bibi would stand at guard herself. Once 
upon a night, she heard the sound of jumping from upstairs. 
She, rather than call out the guard or aw'aken her husband, 
ascended upstairs, drawing her sword to find there two veiled 
persons with swords, drawn. They both darted at Chand Bibi 
M she saved herself by a quick retreat and in a flash stroke 
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back violently to make the one fall, slain. Meanwhile theoJlJ^ 
advanced and met the same end. The tumult awakened a 


■li 


Adil Shah who dashed upstairs to see what was absolutely 
unexpected. He kissed the blood stained sword of his bold 
wife and said, "O' Chand Begum! The hostility of the whole 
wodd could barm me nothing as long as you are with me." 


On another occasion, she was coming from Ahmad 
Nagr to Bijapur sitting in a palanquin when a big gang of 
robbers attacked them at a desolated place. The guards fought 
fiercely but all of them were killed one after the other to leave 
the princess, Chand Bibi, alone. But she, neither was 
frightened nor worried, instead, she got out of the palanquin 
and stood against the robbers all alone. A number of them 
were slain while the rest absconded. In 987H-I580 A.D. atthe 
death of Ali Adil Shah his minor nephew Ibrahim Adil Shah 
was crowned and in accordance with the will of late Adil Shah i 
Chand Bibi was placed as his guardian . She performed that 
duty very competently for couple of years ahead. 

(Tarikh Farishta, Mashahir Niswan. 

Khaw'tin Islam Ki Bahadri) 

Rade'e Khatun 

Rade'e Khatun was the daughter of Mo'inuddin Anar 
and wife of Sultan Nuruddin Mahmud Zangi. It has been 
reported in Dairah Ma'araf Islamia that her name was 
Khatun, but at the same time a number of authentic history 
writers have insistently called her Rade'e Khatun. She was 
married to Sultan Nuruddin in 541H (I 147 A.D.). Rade'e 
Khatun was a woman of outstanding virtues and character. 

She performed all house work by herself and would run her 
house with the meager means, she received from the Sultan. 
Once, she complained to the Sultan that she was troubled to do 
with the small allowance she got and it might kindly be raised 
accordingly. The Sultan paused a little to answer, which added 
frowns on his forehead. He said, a bit bitterly, "I possess 
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JJihing but only the three shops whose all rent I give you to 
incet your needs. You will have to do with it. Behold, I shall 
(lotmake myself the fuel of the Fire for your sake. If you think 
I have large kingdoms under my control and treasures in my 
custody, then mind it, these all belong to the people. I am just 
a trustee. I am not authorized to spend out of the state 
exchequer on my person or kith and kin. The state revenues 
arc only to spend to wage Jihad against the enemies of Allah 
and for the welfare of the commoners. I am ready to gift the 
lliree shops of Hims (a city of Syria) to you and you may sell 
them out or continue to have money of the rent." 

His lucid answer silenced the queen and she never 
complaied for the rest of her life. 

Rade'e Khatun bore the Sultan two children, a son, 
Isimael and a daughter Shamsun-Nisa. Sultan Nuruddin was a 
great admirer of the queen, and she was his only wife. Rade'e 
Khatun, after three years of Sultan's death (569 H-1 173 A.D) 
went into wedlock with Salahuddin Ayyubi in 576 H (1176 
A.D.). She was very generous and kind to the poor. Though 
her domestic expenses were limited but she was paid 
allowance for the projects of common welfare. She established 
a magnificent school in Damascus, which came to be called 
Madrassah Khatunyah after her. She also built a monastery out 
ofBabun-Nasr in Damascus. The noble lady died in 
Muharram57l H(1175 A.D.). 

(Hayat Nuruddin Mahmud Dairah Ma'arif Islamia) 

Bibi Hafizah Jamal {\^ dJi ^ 

Bibi Hafizah Jamal was the pious daughter of 
Mo'inuddin Sanjari, Chishti, Ajmeri. She was born to Bibi 
Amatullah. Bibi Hafizah was a devout Muslim. She fasted 
continually and kept vigils regularly. She was one of the 
<levotees to her father. She was entrusted the task to conduct 
congregations for the guidance of women and educating them. 
Wanyofsuch women attained high repute in various fields. 
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The Bibi was married to Shaykh Radiuddin. She /ivedlj 

Ajmer till her death. Her tomb lies close to the mausoleum of 
Khawja AJmeri. 


Her father Khawja Mo'inuddin Chishti Ajweri, 3 

master mystic was the founder of Chistya order. He was the 

Sayyed by descent. He was born in the town ofSanjsr 
(Khorasan), obtained the primary education from the parents 
and was still young when his parents passed away. Hego( 
considerable property in inheritance but the company ofa 
celebrated mystic Ibrahim Kundozi made him unconcerned of 
his belongings. He obtained the religious education from a 
respected scholar Hisam-ud-Din Bukhari and memorized the 

Quran Al-Hakim. Then he went to call at Khawja 'Uthmanand 
became his devotee. He stayed with him for many years before 
he was accorded the succession to Khawja 'Uthman Haruni. 
He travelled abroad and visited a number of countries before 
he settled in Ajmer in 561H. He spent the rest of his life in 
that city. Hundreds of thousands of people were guided by his 
successive preaching efforts.He died in 633H. His mausoleum 
and its complex are a symbol of architectural competence. 

Bibi Fatimah bint Abdul Qadir 

Bibi Fatimah was wife of Makhdum Miran Mouj 
Darya Bukhari. She was known as Bibi Kalan. Bibi Fatimah 
was a descendant of Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani. She was a 
pious lady and would spend most of her time in praying and 
prayers. She was regarded to be a venerable mystic. The noted 
writer Pir Ghulam Dastgir writes in his book Buzargan 

Lahore, "Once, upon an afternoon Bibi Fatimah wanted to 
spread her shawl to dry, which she had just washed but a little 
shine of the submerging sun had been left only on the crest of 
the tree in her court yard. She said, ”0 tree! Lower your top so 
that I may spread out my shawl on it." The branches bowed 
and she spread her shawl. Meanwhile Mouj Darya came and 

asked his wife surprisingly how did she climb the tree to 
spread the shawl. She denied to climb and told that the tree 
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hsd lowered its branches. Mouj Darya was hesitant to accept 
so he, just to see her waters, demanded to draw the shawl in 
the same way. She again said, "O tree! L ower your branches so 
(liat I may collect my shawl." The tree was reported to obey. 
^ore similar anomalies are also reported concerning her. 

Bibi Fatimah died in 1016 H (1607 A.D.) and was 
buried not far from where her husband lay buried. Her grave 
remains on lake road (Lahore). Bibi Fatimah bore two sons, 
Sayyed Safiyuddin and Sayyed Bahauddin. Both were person 
of great knowledge and piety. 

(Tarikh Uch, Nuejoosh - Special publication on Lahore) 

Bibi Fatimah Nishapuri 

Bibi Fatimah was native of Nishapur, a city of 
Khorasan (Iran). She was a highly placed mystic. The gfeat 
mystics like Bayazid Bistami and Dhun-Nun Misri were 
appreciative of her knowledge and devotion. 

Bibi Fatimah stayed in Ka'bah for years and did what 
she utmost could do for the cleanliness and other services of 
the House of Allah. In those days authentic scholars would 
come 10 seek guidance from her. Her method of interpretation 
and elucidation was impressive and persuasive. People came 
from remote areas to attend her congregations. She was a 
person of great worship. Long vigils were her usual practice. 

In addition to the obligatory prayers, she frequently prayed 
fafl/il (supererogatory prayers). Her dress and diet was very 
simple. Her devotees would bring expensive garments and 
superb foods but she gave away to the poor and the needy. She 
used to advise people that their every deed and action should 
tear sincerity and they should be to please Allah and that they 
must believe Allah is sighting them doing it. 

The great mystic Bayazid Bistami says that he did not 
see a woman more knowing than Fatimah Nishapuri and never 
so happened that she was asked about something and she was 
not aware of it or not having knowledge about that. Bibi 
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Faitmah would seldom go on journey and had she everm^fj 
it would be to visit the Dome of the Rock in Jeruslem. Sh 

J 

would return to Makkah soon after she had visited the Land 
the Prophets, as she could not live away from the holy city fQ. 
long. She died in 223H. 


»c 

Of 


Culbadan Begum 

GuIbadan Begurp is well known in the literary circles, 
As authoress of 'Hamayun Nama' she is considered an honest 

historian and her book, an authentic account of her days. Sfie 
was sister of the Mughal emperor Hamayun. Her book is not 
only a model of rhetorical expressions but also a true picture 
of that society. Some notable points of her observations were 
that despite the women observed veil very strictly, they, at the 
same time would take training of soldiering. They rode the 
horse and attired the male costumes if needed. The women 
enjoyed full liberty to decide the matters of their marriage. To 
take their consent before marriage was essential. The women 
were respected greatly and education of women in elite was 
very common. 

Gulbadan had a decent taste of literature. She was a 
good poetess but unfortunately all her work was lost save only 
the following couplet: 


Cjuu^ jLi Ljl cHJj 

jAi. jl ^ jjlj ^ 

Gulbadan Begum died in Agra on 6th day of Zilliaj 
101IH (17th May, 1603). She was 82 according to the lunar 
calendar. It is reported that at the last moment of her life, her 
attendants wished her long life but she said, 

J jl IjL jAL. j jAJ jl j 

(I ant going to leave the world, I wish you live long.) 


Akbar. the Great, felt shocked over her death. He 
participated in the funeral proceedings and returned from there 


__ ^07 

in B state of great anguish. 

tAkhtar Taban, Hamayun Nama, Maqalat Shiblij 

Bibi *Ayno ^j) 

An afghan Soldier was returning home with the 
victorious army of Ahmad Shah Abdali after having defeated 
ifie Marahattas, when they were halted for two or three days at 
the gates of Kandhar (Afghanistan - the Capital of Abdali's 
reign) to prepare for the worthy welcome. The soldier was 
getting impatient to meet his family. His heart filled with the 
desire to reach home immediately, which made him opt a short. 
cut. He thought that he travelled all along to India, fought the 
battle of Islam, defeated the enemy, then why he should have 
stayed more three days away from his dear ones. He planned 
( 0 flee in the hope that he would return before the troops could 
enter the city, and slipped out. When he reached home, he 
bugged his children passionately. Meanwhile his wife came 
back from where she had gone to fetch water. She was 
confused to find her husband back, unawares. She neither 
knew the outcome of the battle of Panipatt nor she was aware 
that the king's army had returned victorious to Kandhar. She 
knew just that her husband was away to fight in the way of 
Allah with the hosts of the king and she thought that he might 
have been martyred or would come back, trumpeting. She had 
never had imagined of such a clandestine return. So, instead of 
extending him a warm welcome, she inveighed against him 
and asked grimly where the troops of Ahmad Shah Baba were 
and what he had done in India. The husband tried to assure her 
that the Unbelievers had been defeated and the king's army 
was back, victorious. "1 however, beaten by the longing to see 
you all as soon as possible, could not help sneaking," he told 
the truth. 

"But how you will silence the people who will accuse 
you of running away from the Jihad." She protested. "The 
king’s army is reaching in two days and none will be able to 
Know my exit" the husband tried to console her. 
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"If you are true, go back right now and do not tum jj^ab Qudsya Begum 




until the royal army settles back. / cannot hear from tk* 


Nawab Qudsya Begum was a woman of great piety 


women that my husband has absconded from the holy worship whose generosity was exemplified. She would get 
fighting." ,10 at 2'o clock in the morning and performed the Tahajjud 


The soldier tried to persuade her to let him stay just a 
night but she didn't and got absolutely unconcerned of bis 
presence. He rose thereupon, seeing no way and /eft. When be 
reached back, his absence was noticed and reported to the 
higher authorities. So he was arrested and produced before the 
king. Ahmad Shah inquired him of bis unauthorized leave. He 
told the entire story. Ahmad Shah Abdali was delighted to hear 
the truth and the feelings of a daughter of the nation. He 
released the soldier forthwith and ordered to grant his wife, 
Ayno a Karez (a subterranean natural water channel which is a 
grand prize in deserts. These are common in Bluchistan and 
Afghanistan.). That Karez exists as, Karez 'Ayno remaining of 
that honourable woman at ten miles to the north from 
Kandhar. 


(Ip 

pfsyer She continued praying prayers and reciting of the Holy 
(jaran till 8'o clock. She used to exhort her relatives and 
servants to perform prayers regularly. She was very 
considerate to the poor and thoughtful of rendering alms and 
charity. It was almost daily practice that hundreds of poor 
people were fed from her kitchen. 

(Tarikh Lodhi, Tajul Iqbal, 
Musalman Khawtin Kee Dini Aur Ilmi Khidmat) 

Hawab Sultan Jahan Begum , 


(The daily Ingilab, 13th Oct. 1916) 




Sawlat-un-Nisa Begum 

Rahmatullah Kayranvi was an honourable warrior of 
the battle for freedom in 1857 A.D. (1273H). The battle which 
was called the Mutiny by the English failed due to various 
elements and Rahmatullah Kayranvi migrated to Hijaz, the 
sacred land of Makkah where he intended to establish an 
institution of religious education but scarcity of the resources 
was a real hurdle. Meanwhile Sawlatun Nisa Begum who was 
a descendant of Sultan Tipu and a generous lady reached 
Makkah. She happened to know about the institution. She 
supported the proposal and donated a considerable amount of 
30 thousands for the noble cause. Rahmatullah Kayranvi 
attributed the school to her and named it Madrassah Sawlatya, 
which exists even today and thousands of people have been 
educated there. 

[Musalman Khawtin Kee Dini Aur Ilmi KhidmM new ruler, she said, addressing the audience, "Today it is 


Nawab Sultan Jahan Begum was the woman ruler of 
k state of Bhopal. She was very wise and generous and set 
an example of good governance. Her reign lasted more than 25 
years, when she descended the throne in favour of her son 
Hamidullah. She observed the veil very strictly. They either 
might be dignatries or officials of the government, or fellow 
rulers, foreign leaders, the British governor and viceroy, she 
received them always from behind a curtain. At the age of 71, 
befitting from the Koranic decree she discarded the veil of 
Ihe face while rest of the body was covered under a long robe. 

A year after she ascended the throne, she went to 
perform Hajj and returned after having stayed there for five 
months. She wrote her accounts of travel in the book 
Mur-Rahine. 

t 

Nawab Sultan Jahan Begum was a kind-hearted and 
upright ruler. She established a justice-based system in her 
Slate and had ordered her Judicial officials to administer justice 
loeveryone making commands of Allah their guidance, 
^awab Sultan Jahan Begum abdicated the throne in favour of 
*'frson Sahibzada Hamidullah. At the crowning ceremony of 
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twenty five years since Allah Almighty conferred upon fneijj 
rule of the state. As you are all aware, / have tried to act 
custodian and all the decision, I have ever made or introduced 
the reforms were in the best interest of the state and 
people. I, sincerely and uprightly did all I could, for(|)g 
welfare and well being of the masses and left no stone 
unturned to enforce and implement the commands of Alkh 
Almighty Who bestowed upon me His favours, which resulted 
in the visible prosperity in the state of Bhopal every where." 
She concluded her address with some pieces of advice forth 
new ruler asking him to take them preferably. 


She recited from the Quran in which it has been 
ordained to administer justice for all, provide help to the poor, 
orphans, needy and the strangers, abstain from wrong doing 
and headstrongness, establish the regular prayers and fulfill all 
the promises. Then the new ruler was seated on the throne. 
She raised her hands and made the following supplication: 




jJLil 

L^Lo (jlj 

vlUl CuJ 


*'AIy Lord! Arouse me that I may give thanks for the 
favour where with Thou hast favoured me and my parents, 
and that I may do right acceptable unto Thee, And be 
gracious Unto me in the matter of my seed, Lo, / have turned 
unto Thee repentant and lo I am of those who surrender 
(unto Thee)*^ 


'^ AI Ahaaf (The wind curved Sandhills} 

The tears were oozing from her eyes whileshewas 
praying and the eyes of the audience were also wet. Four years 
after, in I348H (1930 A.D.) she died. The Muslims all over 
the world felt the shock of her death and all the leading 
newspapers and the journals paid tributes to her. Some of the 
excerpts are being given in the following, 

''Death of her highness is so shocking a tragedy that 
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tiotonlythe people of Bhopal, India or the other Muslims are 
mourning but the entire world is sad. She was the last Muslim 

fljlerin the whole East whose monuments are enviable for the 
0 lerulers and the cheiftains. Her age was a golden chapter of 
file history of Bhopal." 

"The person of late Sultan Jahan Begum bore a 
beautiful balanc of Islamic and Western Civilizations that it 
was regarded an ideal by the reformist. Her oriental education 
I was perfect where as the occidental knowledge was up to the 
need of the time. She was not only a ruler but also the leader 
of the Indian women, the chancellor of the only Muslim 
university, chief supporter and patron of the Islamic education 
and helper of enforcing moderate reforms for Indian women. 

Stie was the only Muslim woman who wrote books in such a 
large number and was the best of all speakers. But in addition 
(0her administrative, reforming, national, scholarly, and 
educational achievements, her real honour owes to her 
devotion to Islam, adherence to Deen and spiritual continents.” 

"As far as Sirat-un-Nabi from Shibli Nomani is 
concerned its all credit goes to her. If Allah wills, only her this 
monument will please the Prophet ((JL-j ) on the Day 

ofJudgment for his interceding with Allah for her forgiveness 
and Salvation." She had a mixture in her person of a sense of 
command and affection. Her general behaviour was a 
manifestation of courtesy. Her court exhibited austerity and 
simplicity. The codes and manners of the court were in 
mrdmewitlShariah. She would take seating on the throne 
behind the curtain. Salutation and obeisance were absolutely 
out of question in her court. She would say ’’Assalamo 
Alaykum (May Allah bless you with peace) in a well audible 
I'oice, when she entered the court. Hardly there would be any 
person who visited her and could not be impressed by her 
scholarly speaking and eruditeness. Allama Shibli had a 
Wng with her in 1906 and so much he was moved that he 
^fote his impressions and observations in An-Nadwah. He 
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says, *7 happened to be granted an audience with her twice q. 
thrice and at all the occasions she behaved so courteously 
spoke so politely that the other person would forget that jje 
was listening to a sovereign. She had a great interest in writi/jg 
and compilation of books. And she had setup a department for 
it. I happened to look her scriptures. Her sense of scrutiny was 
very sharp. She would review her scriptures by herself and 
marked the mistakes and omissions. She had a profound love 
and devotion to the Prophet aJa 4 Ut 


(Be£mat Bhopal. Mashahir Niswan) 

The Value of Night 
in the Eyes of a Virtuous Woman 

Abur-Rabe'e, a venerable mystic, narrates that he, with 
his two companions Muhammad ibn Mankadar and Thabit 
Binani, stayed at Rehanah Majnunah's home one night. We 
heard her in the early night reciting the following couplet: 

("The lover is standing before the center of his hopes 
and his heart is filled with joys.") 

By midnight she recited the verses: 

tlXii ^ ^ t AL i 

("Do not engage yourself there, where it troubles you 
to pay attention, as it will prevent you from the remembrance 
of Allah in the darkness (of misguidance). Strive (in the way of 
Allah) and live worried at night. Allah will water you from the 
bowl of His friend ship and grant forgiveness in return,') 

When it dawned, she lamented in anguish. I asked why 
she was so troubled. She recited a couplet in answer: 

^ yu) ciJ <iJL J ^ 

("The night left with all its attractions. Would that the 
darkness of night should have continued with a renewed love 
and favour.") 




(Oasasul Aulyah) 


fflist of an Insane Woman In Allah 

'l/tbah says that one day he was wandering in the 
juburbs of Basra when he happened to pass by the tentage of 
„o/nad bedouins who were farmers. He says, "I entered the 
tentage and there I saw a demented girl. She was putting on 
cloak of a coarse cloth, which bore this writing, "Neither the 
ilsvegirl should be sold nor bought." I saluted her to get 
nearer. But she did not respond. I asked pointing to the fields 
ivijosecrop was that. "It is ours, if it could remain." I went 
stead to enter the other tent when it began to rain heavily. I 
relumed to note the reaction of the girl when the torrential rain 
tsd swept the crops. She was saying, "1 swear. His love has 
arrested me. My heart is pleased at His will." Then she 
engaged me and said, "O man! You see, it is He who made 
grow the crops, nourished them, caused bring forth the ears on 
(hem, and watered them with rains, protected them and 
destroyed them when they are ready to be harvested." By that 
she looked to the sky and said, "TTiey are all Thy servants. 

Thou are to provide them sustenance. It is on Thine will what 
(0do." I asked what she lives on. She said, "O’ 'Utbah, keep 
silent. My Allah is unconcerned and praised. I am provided 
new sustenance, every day." 

Utbah says that whenever he remembers her words, he 
is shaken. 


(Oasasul Aulvah) 

Blessings Caused by Love for Allah 

Dhun-Nun Misri says that he was told by the people 
that a girl, living in the mount Maqtam, was a devoted one. He 
further says, "The longing to meet her invigorated my heart to 
find her where abouts. 1 was told that she lived in that jungle. 1 
«tout and chased a sad voice coming from distance. When I 
ftached, I found her sitting on a rock. I paid her Salam. 

"0, Dhun-Nun, what brought you to a mad?” she said 
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thrice and at all the occasions she behaved so courteously^ 
spoke so politely that the other person would forget that » 

was listening to a sovereign. She had a great interest in wriiL. 
and compilation of books. And she had setup a department fQ^ 
it. I happened to iook her scriptures. Her sense of scrutiny 

very sharp. She would review her scriptures by herselfamj 
marked the mistakes and omissions. She had a profound love 

and devotion to the Prophet 4 Ja 4 JJ 1 JLp). 


(Besmat Bhopal Mashahir Niswohi 

The Value of Night 
in the Eyes of a Virtuous Woman 

Abur-Rabe'e, a venerable mystic, narrates that he, wi()i 
his two companions Muhammad ibn Mankadar and Thabii 
Binani, stayed at Rehanah Majnunah's home one night. We 
heard her in the early night reciting the following couplet: 

jljdd! jlil <.4^ ijJi ou&jJI^ li 

C'The lover is standing before the center of his hopes 
and his heart is filled with joys. *') 


By midnight she recited the verses: 


^ 

jijj t^L5i 




C'Do not engage yourself there, where it troubles you 
to pay attention, as it will preverU you from the remembrance 
ofAllah in the darkness (of misguidance). Strive (in the way of 
Allah) and live worried at night. Allah will water you from the 
bowl of His friend ship and grant forgiveness in return.") 

When it dawned, she lamented in angui.sh. I asked why 
she was so troubled. She recited a couplet in answer: 


<aJLj j ^ Xiiiil j 

(''The night left with all its attractions. Would that the 
darkness of night should have continued with a renewed low 
andfavour. ”) 


^rifot 1 

' (Oasasul Aulvah) 

trust of an Insane Woman In Allah 

Vtbah says that one day he was wandering in the 
suburbs of Basra when he happened to pass by the tentage of 
nomad bedouins who were farmers. He says, "I entered the 
lenlage and there I saw a demented girl. She was putting on 
cloak of a coarse cloth, which bore this writing, "Neither the 
slave girl should be sold nor bought." I saluted her to get 
nearer. But she did not respond. I asked pointing to the fields 
whose crop was that. "It is ours, if it could remain." I went 
ahead to enter the other tent when it began to rain heavily. I 
returned to note the reaction of the girl when the torrential rain 
had swept the crops. She was saying, "1 swear. His love has 
arrested me. My heart is pleased at His will." Then she 
engaged me and said, "O man! You see, it is He who made 
grow the crops, nourished them, caused bring forth the ears on 
Ihem, and watered them with rains, protected them and 
destroyed them when they are ready to be harvested." By that 
she looked to the sky and said, "They are all Thy servants. 

Thou are to provide them sustenance. It is on Thine will what 
to do." I asked what she lives on. She said, "O* 'Utbah, keep 
silent. My Allah is unconcerned and praised. I am provided 
new sustenance, every day." 

Utbah says that whenever he remembers her words, he 
is shaken. 

( Oasasul Aulyah) 

iessings Caused by Love for Allah 

Dhun-Nun Misri says that he was told by the people 
that a girl, living in the mount Maqtam, was a devoted one. He 
further says, "The longing to meet her invigorated my heart to 
find her where abouts. I was told that she lived in that jungle. I 
seioutand chased a sad voice coming from distance. When I 
ftached, I found her sitting on a rock. I paid her Salam. 

"0, Dhun-Nun, what brought you to a mad?” she said 
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positively. 




"Are you mad?'* I asked. 

"If I were not, why the people would have caller 
so?" she said unconcernedly. 

"How did you become mad?" 

"O, Dhun-Nun, His love caused me mad, the lonoL 
to meet Him bewildered me and the efforts to find Him 
troubled and restless. As," she elaborated further *'the Iq^ 
rests in heart, the longing is in Fowad and the conclusion 
head." 


"Is heart is one thing and Fowad another one?*' 

"Yes, Fowad is the light of heart and the head is (he 
light of Fowad. So heart loves; Fowad shows eagerness and 
the head gets what is wanted." 

"What does the head find?" I asked. 

"Head finds Haq. (Allah-truth)" 

"How one should find Haq?" 

"O, Dhun-Nun, to find Haq deprives you of the 
exhilaration." 

"How we should judge your truth in finding 

She started crying to hear my question and she cried 
still more and fell unconscious. When she recovered, she 
recited a number of sad verses of poetry, raptly and thereupon 
she raised a loud cry and said, "Lo, thus go the true and (he 
faithful" and fell motionless. I tried to shake but found her 
dead. As I thought digging her grave, she vanished. May Allah 
bless her. 

(Oasasul Aulvah) 

SuppUcBtions of a Slave Woman 

Ata ( 4 sJU 4 U 1 4 ^^) reports, "One day I saw a mentally 
retarded slave woman was on sale. I bought her for seven 
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brought her home. When a part of the night passed 
I jaw, she rose, made ablution and stood for prayers. I got 
doser to observe. She was making supplications but her voice 
.,gs being choked by persistent sobbing. The broken words, 
^vllich could be audible, were: 


"My Lord, by the love Thou have for me, have mercy 
oil Thy maid." Her words made clear the secret of her insanity. 

With a view to rectify I advised her to say so, "My 
Lord! By the love I have for Thee.” "No" she abruptly said, "I 
swcarby/Zag that if He were not pleased with me. He would 
not let you sleep soundly and me to stand wide awake. By this 
she prostrated and recited the following verses: 




J.»Lh , o ^jJIj 

<J V 


^1 
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Jlilf 


JjAJIj 
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I i n> La.ft 


J J 

IjLa ^jLc, 
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"The anguish is increasing and the heart is burning. 

fO ^ ^ ^ ^ d ____ I __ *_ 


L 

Li 


advancing 


replace. How he should be calm and cool who is beaten by the 
repealed attacks of love and reverence. If there is any remedy 
for the anguish and grief, please bless me with to let me live 
the remaining days of my life peacefully." Then, as in great 
agony, she called out loudly, ”0, my Lord, what was 
between Thee and me it is hidden till now but henceforth 
il is an open episode, therefore I have no more wish to live 
here further, so summon me to Thee. Thereupon she cried a 
loud scream, which made her fall, dead at last. 


(Oasas ul A ulvah) 

A Young Worshipper Woman 
under the Influence of Fear of Allah 

Malik ibn Dinar says that he was making Tawaf 
Ka'bah when he caught sight of a young woman who 
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was saying, ’*My 



the Fire. 


My Lord! Have Thou not any punishment other 


Then she started crying till it dawned.I, to see l 
plight could not help making a loud cry. 

(Qasqsul Au lyrf^.^ 

A Strange Incident in Bani Israel ^ 

Farqad Sanji was asked if he had heard au 
unbelievable story of the children of Israel. He answered in 
positive and narrated the incident. He told that five hundred 
unmarried girls who were wearing clothes made of blankets 
and the coarse cloth came and discussed the matters of 
rewards and punishment of the Judgement Day and died all in 

a day. 

fOasasul A ulyahj 

One should be Resigned to the Will of Allah 

A tale of Bani Israel is told that there was a pious 
person who was a man of great devotions. On night he had a 
dream. He viewed a woman goat-herder. He was told that she 
would be his mate in Paradise. The pious man found her to 
have located her whereabouts and stayed three days as her 
guest to see her practices. The man kept vigil to worship but 
she would sleep and he fasted in the day while she ate and 
drank freely. He, being confused, asked her ifshehadany 
practice save the apparent ones. She told that all her days and 
nights were spent likevyise. He however insisted that she 
should try to recollect any practice, which might not have 
come into his observation. She remembered and told she had a 
habit, that is, "If 1 am in distress I do not express the desire to 

get out of it, if I am suffering from illness, I do not wish to 

recuperate. If I am in the sun, I do not ask for shade." The man 
held his head with hands and said, "That is it." 


The pleasure of reward 
relieves the anguish of pain 

It is stated that wife of Fateh Mosli slipped to fall and 
Lgrnail was broken. Someone asked if she was feeling pain. 
c|ie$a/d that the pleasure of reward had relieved the anguish 

of pain. 

(Oasasul A wl yah) 

Our friend is with us 

Rabe’ah Adwyah one day said, "Is there any one who 
could tell us the whereabouts of our friend." 

Her maid said, "Our friend is with us but the people 
have forgotten the friend." 

(Oasasul Awlyah) 

Supplications of Habibah Adwyah 

It was her practice that after she had prayed her night 
prayers, she would ascend the roof and winding her Dupatta 
around her head she said, "My Lord! The stars are shining 
more brightly and the eyes are closing to sleep, the kings have 
shut the doors of their private apartments. All the lovers are in 
(heirprivacies with their loved ones. I am also standing in 
Hiine presence." Then she prayed prayers till it dawned and 
she would say, "My Lord! the night passed and the bright day 
dawned. I am in a confusion that if my last night vigil is 
accepted, then 1 should cheer up and Allah forbid, if not so, I 
may console myself. 1 swear by Thine honour, I shall continue 
the same practice as long as I live. If Thou repulse me, 1 shall 
be imploring persistently as Thine favours and bounties have 
granted me strength." 

(Oasasul Awlyah) 

Vigils of Ajardah 

Ajardah was blind and kept long vigils. As it dawned, 
she would say in heart-rending voice, "The worshippers spent 
blithe last night for Thee, my Lord. They are hopeful of Thine 
^^ivoursand blessings. My Lord! 1 beg I'hee (alone) to cast me 
those who entered Islam at earliest and place me at 
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was sayings "My Lord! Pleasures are already gone but thep^j^j 

remains. My Lord/ Have Thou not any punishment other (ha 
the Fire." 
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Then she started crying till it dawned.I, to see her 
plight could not help making a loud cry. 

(Oasasul Auivah 

A Strange Incident in Bani Israel 


Farqad Sanji was asked if he had heard an 
unbelievable story of the children of Israel. He answered in 
positive and narrated the incident. He told that five hundred 
unmarried girls who were wearing clothes made of blankets 
and the coarse cloth came and discussed the matters of 
rewards and punishment of the Judgement Day and died all in 
a day. 

('Oasasul Aulyah) 

One should be Resigned to the Will of Allah 

A tale of Bani Israel is told that there was a pious 
person who was a man of great devotions. On night he had a 
dream. He viewed a woman goat-herder. He was told that she 
would be his mate in Paradise. The pious man found her to 
have located her whereabouts and stayed three days as her 
guest to see her practices. The man kept vigil to worship but 
she would sleep and he fasted in the day while she ate and 
drank freely. He, being confused, asked her if she had any 
practice save the apparent ones. She told that all her days and 
nights were spent likevyise. He however insisted that she 
should try to recollect any practice, which might not have 
come into his observation. She remembered and told she had a 
habit, that is, "If I am in distress I do not express the desire to 
get out of it, if 1 am suffering from illness, I do not wish to 

recuperate. If I am in the sun, I do not ask for shade." The man 
held his head with hands and said, "That is it." 
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The pleasure of reward 
relieves the anguish of pain 

ft is stated that wife of Fateh Mosli slipped to fall and 
was broken. Someone asked if she was feeling pain, 
cfiesaid that the pleasure of reward had relieved the anguish 



(jfpain. 

(Oasasul Awlyah) 

pur friend is with us 

Rabe'ah Adwyah one day said, "Is there any one who 
could tell us the whereabouts of our friend." 

Her maid said, "Our friend is with us but the people 
liaveforgotten the friend." 

(Oasasul Awlyah) 


Supplications of Habibah Adwyah 

; It was her practice that after she had prayed her night 
prayers, she would ascend the roof and winding her Dupatta 
around her head she said, "My Lord! The stars are shining 
more brightly and the eyes are closing to sleep, the kings have 
shut the doors of their private apartments. All the lovers are in 
their privacies with their loved ones. I am also standing in 
Thine presence." Then she prayed prayers till it dawned and 
she would say, "My Lord! the night passed and the bright day 
dawned. I am in a confusion that if my last night vigil is 
accepted, then I should cheer up and Allah forbid, if not so, I 
may console myself. I swear by Thine honour, I shall continue 
the same practice as long as I live. If Thou repulse me, I shall 
be imploring persistently as Thine favours and bounties have 
granted me strength." 

(Oasasul Awlyah) 


Vigils of Ajardah 

Ajardah was blind and kept long vigils. As it dawned, 
she would say in heart-rending voice, "The worshippers spent 
all the last night for Thee, my Lord. They are hopeful of Thine 
favours and blessings. My Lord! 1 beg Thee (alone) to cast me 
^■^ong those who entered Islam at earliest and place me at 
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Thine most favoured position, in the Hereafter. My Lord! (| 
implore) as Thou are the Beneficent, the Merciful and (he 
most Kind." Then she would fall down prostate and made 
supplications and wept till the sun rose. 

Fear of Allah saved a man from immorality 

It has been reported by Hasan that there 

was a woman of Bani Israel, a courtesan, who was of 
outstanding beauty. She was called the queen after her courtly 
manners. She would charge one hundred dinars for a single 
entry. Once a man, who was considered of great piety caught 
sight of her. Her amazing beauty captivated his soul and he 
became enamoured of her. He collected one hundred dinars 
with great efforts and approached her. She rose to welcome 
him from the bed, made of gold and seated him beside her. As 
he sat, the thought of a Day came into his mind, the 
Judgement Day, when he would be produced in the court of 
Allah and held answerable for all his good or bad deeds. He 
abruptly rose and started to leave. The woman was surprised at 
that unexpected gesture and she thought he was puzzled, so 
she tried to encourage him. She asked why he was 
withdrawing after having paid her so a high price. "Fear of 
Allah prevented me to make advance and I feel no more 
interest in you." His surprising answer had an unseen power, 
which transformed her entire world, marked by sins and 
misguidedness. She decided to marry him leaving behind the 

life, full of luxuries and comforts. She stopped him and only 
let him leave when she took from him the promise of 
marriage. As he left, the woman couldn’t stay behind and she 
set out after him and succeeded at last to find him. As she 

T 

# 

came into his sight, he raised a loud scream and fell down, 
dead. The woman asked from the people if any relative of the 
deceased was alive. She was told that a brother was there. She 
married his brother and seven sons were born out of their 
wedlock, who all grew into persons of piety and righteousness. 
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A Pious Slave Girl 
Who Caused a Magus Family, Converted 

A leading scholar narrates that a very shy and modest 


.|iifed slave girl used to come to him and asked about 
of Shariah and that he would answer to her utmost 
^faction. Her timid jestures really bore an engaging touch, 
tong after that" he continued to relate, "I saw her in the 


fiazaarin the custody of a man who was calling loudly to sell a 
•woftliless" maid. I asked from the girl if she was the same 
ivlio would come to me to ask about Shariah ." 

"Yes, it is" she answered sadly. 

I asked the man to let her go but he told that he was 
(lotthe master. He was another person, a Magus and 
displeased with her. Meanwhile the master came and I 
sdvanced to ask the cause of his anger. He spoke in rage, after 
aliltle while, "O' stranger, I tell you the whole story. I am a 
Zoroasterian and worship the fire and light. I had bought the 
jirltohave seen her beauty and wisdom for a pretty high 
price. The favourite of us all, she adored our god and 
performed with full reverence all the rites and rituals of the 
iaim but a few days back a person of your Belief happened to 
to our house. He read out something from the book of 
jour religion. As she listened those words, she turned pale and 
tapon raised a harsh cry. We feared lest she should have 
caught by some evil spirit. She stopped speaking, which 
puzzled us even more and thence got unconcerned of our gods 
and ourselves. She refused to eat our food and started praying 
Icprayers of your faith. We tried to prevent but she didn’t. All 
bgaietiesare gone and along with it her great beauty. So she 
las turned worthless for us and we have put her on sale." 

1 asked the girl if things were the same. She nodded 
positively. "Which of the verses he had recited?" 1 asked the 



maid. 


. c.LjUl) ^ <1. ^ J\ 
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(Therefore Jlee unto Allah; Lo I am a plain war net 


unto you from Hint) 

(Al-Dhafyat - The Wimowin^ Winds ■ SO) 

"As / heard these words, 1 got restless and gradually 
reached the condition, you are looking me in." She narrated. 

I said, if she liked, I might recite her the rest of the 

verses. 

"Well and good, if you could" She was all ears forme. 

I read: 

(^A . CiLjill) Jaljl ij 

(Lo/ Allah! He it is that giveth livelihood, the Lord 
of unbreakable might) 

(Al-Dharyat - The Winnomns. Winds • 58) 

"Well read" she said, "The matter, which is guaranteed 
by Allah, must be left unworried for." 

I was stunned to hear words of strong belief from her 
and I decided instantly to buy her. 

"What is your demand price" I asked the master. He, in 
an effort to fetch high price, said that one of his cousins was 
infatuated with her and he was also in demand in the hope of 
returning her to our faith. We were still having conversation 
when his aforesaid cousin came upon there and repeated his 
demand. The master gave her hand into his who expressed the 
hope to convert her back. The maid looked to me and said, "I 
am resigned to the will of Allah. He shall make way forme." 
Months passed by when one day 1 noticed that cousin of the 
Magus was praying prayers in our mosque. We proceeded to 
each other as we exchanged glances and shook hands warmly. 

I asked him if he was not the person who had taken the slave 
girl along. He told that he was. 

"How did this all happen?" I asked. 

"As you are aware, I had taken the girl my home. 
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leaving her there I went on my work. When I returned I found 
her sitting in a chair, talking to my family and telling them not 
(0 worship the fire and detailing the benefits of converting to 


Islani. I was enraged to hear her words. I decided to teach her 
a lesson and consulted a friend in this connection. He advised 
[jje that I should entrust some money with her to take back 
faier, and that when she had received and kept it somewhere 
5 afe, I should lift the amount secretly and demand the same. 
"Her inability to pay will make you free to take your revenge." 


The advice seemed to work and I gave her a bag 
containing five hundred Dinars to keep. She put it at a safe 
place and according to plan, as she stood to pray prayers, I 
lifted the bag quietly and she remained unaware. Then I 
demanded the bag. She went and returned with the bag of 
money. I was stunned, as the bag, I had given her was with 
me. What I had seen, told me that she had the support of some 
Divine Power, so I was inclined to enter her religion and then 
my family, relatives and friends also. The girl lives with us not 
as maid but a family member." 

A God Chosen Slave Girl (^4^ 

Sari Sakti (cU aU» the noted mystic narrated an 
event. He said, "Once I was having a sleepless night. An 
unnarratable restlessness neither let me sleep nor pray my 
fakjjud prayers. As the night passed and the voice of the Call 
for Morning Prayer was raised from the mosque, I rose to pray 
(he Fajr prayer. After 1 had performed the prayer, 1 felt, the 
anxiety was not assuaged, rather it increased. I stayed in the 
mosque to listen to the Imam who would deliver an eloquent 
speech but even his charming words could not console me. 1 
rose to go to a spiritual healer but of no avail, which made me 
goto the court to see the culprits being punished so that 1 
might learn a lesson. But, every effort to lessen my anguish 
fell flat which led me to visit the Jail in the hope of being 
moved to see distressed people. 


As I entered the jail, I found myself warmed to see a 
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woman of great beauty, a slave girl, drawing a fine shawl on 
her. She had applied a pleasant perfume. The modest faced, 
with purity in her eyes, she settled, chained and hand cuffed. 
The tears rose to her eyes, as she saw me and then she recited 
the verses of poetry, which meant: 


/ of Thine refuge as I am handcuffed without ever 
having committed any sin. Neither these hands ever have 
breached the trust nor I am guilty of theft. Despite my heart is 
burnt to ashes, I swear Thine honour that nothing it matters if 
even I am slain to pieces, I shall not leave Thy path ." 

I asked the guard who she was. He told that she was a 
slave, not right in her head and her master had put her in 
confinement so that she might be well again. My heart filled 
with pain to see her plight and my eyes were wet with tears. 
The girl turned to me and said, "O Sari! merely hearing about 
•His attributes have caused you weep, what then, if you come 
to know His reality." 

She paused a little to be found unconscious but 
recovered very soon. 

"O maid!" I called her. 

"Here I am, O, Sari" came a prompt answer. 

"How did you know me?" I asked in surprise. 

"Since I have acquired the knowledge of Allah, I am 
no more ignorant, and since I have entered His service, I never 
showed laxity on my part. Behold all those people who are ip 
the same faculty know one another." She said. 

"Your words have indicated that you are in love with 
someone. Who is that?" I put the next question. 

"It is He, who taught me knowledge of Himself along 
with His other lovers and bestowed upon me His bounty 
graciously. He is near the heart. He is the Hearer, the Knower, 
the Creator, the Wise, the Giver, the Merciful, the Pardoner, 

the Beneficent." 
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**'^'*"^"Whogotyou imprisoned?' I asked. 

"Those who are jealous." She answere and thereupon 
5 iiddenly she cried loudly and fell unconscious. 

I feared she might not be dead but she came to her 

I 

senses after a while. I asked the jailer to release her. He agreed 
and set her free. I told her to go wherever she wanted. 

"0 Sari! Where could I go? I have no way. The Friend 
ofminehas made one of His slaves, my master. If he allows, I 
shall leave other wise I wouldn't." 

I thought that indeed she is wiser than I. We were 
talking when her master came upon. He was pleased to see me 
and greeted warmly. 

"She deserves more to be respected than I. Would you 
tell me that reasons of your annoyance?" I asked her master 
hinting to her. 

"The reasons are as many. She is a real trouble. 
Neither she eats, nor drinks, dull minded, sleepless herself and 
doesn't let us sleep. She always wears worries on her face, 
weeps frequently. Wailing and crying is her usual practice and 
most troublesome fact is that’she is all, I have. I had spent all 
my twenty thousand, dinars to buy her in the hope of a heavy 
profit because in addition to her physical beauty, she knows a 
number of arts and crafts." 

"What else does she know?" 

"She is a good singer." 

"For how long she has been ailing?" 

"For a year" and with a brief pause, he continued, 
"Once she was singing very sweetly when abruptly sherose and 
refused to continue. When I pressed she started crying. The 
doubt arose that she had fallen in love with someone but it 
truntedoutto be wrong after having been investigated." 


"Is it so?" 1 asked the girl. 
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"Allah sent word 




my heart. Despite 


ftly 


disobedience He turned to me and chose me. When Hedf^ 
me nearer with all His will why I should not have acceded j 


1 


esponded the Caller. Though I feared because of my prevlouj 
sins but the feeling of His love ended all apprehensions and 
created a new world of hopes." 


After I had heard her answer, 1 told her master that j 
would pay him her price. The master showed displeasure and 

said, "You are a poor dervish, where you will bring bagfulsof 
money from?" 

"Make no haste, wait at this very place, until I bring 
the money." I told him confidently and left to go to nowhere as 
I had not a single penny to pay the price of the slave girl. I had 
no other friend to ask for save Allah, so I begged Him. 1 kept 
vigil all the night and make invocation, "My Lord! Thou know 
all and every thing. I have trusted in Thee. Make me not 
abased before the master of the slave girl." I.wasatmy 
supplications when the door was knocked. 

"Who is it?" I asked. 

"One of the friends is here by the command of Allah 
and is on an urgent mission." He told. 

I opened the door and found a person, with four slaves 
carrying also a lamp. He asked if he could come in. I wihtdrew 
to let him in. He entered when I asked who he was. He told 
that he was Ahmad ibn Mathna and had brought five bagfuls 
of gold coins by the order of some unseen caller to pay for 
Tuhfah. Thankful and delighted, I started waiting for the next 
morning to dawn and as we prayed the fajr prayer, I held 
Ahmad's hand and took him to the jail where the jailer was 
waiting very anxiously to tell me something new. He greeted 
me and said that the girl was a chosen one and Divinely 
favoured, as he was directed last night about her by an 

invisible caller. At that moment my eyes caught hers, which 
were wet and she said disapprovingly, "You have made me 



Thereupon came Tuhfah's master, pale, drawn and 


^^ping. I assured him that I had brought the money and he 

not to be worried. 

"No, by Allah, no" He said hysterically. I offered him 
thousand more than he had spent but he refused. I doubled 
I offer but he concluded the matter, saying that if he was 
I offered the whole world for her he would not accept, but, he 
jaid, that he set her free in the name of Allah. 

"What has happened" I asked with surprise. 

"I have been browbeaten previous night and 1 have 
given up every thing. She is indeed a chosen figure." 

Meanwhile I saw ibn Mathna who was looking to me 
and weeping. "Why you are weeping" 1 asked. 

"I could not please Allah by fulfilling the task 
appointed thereoff by Him. You must stand witness that 1 have 
given away all of my belongings in the way of Allah." 

"IsTuhfaa person of perspicacity?" 

Tuhfah rose and changed her dress by a coarse woolen 
one and left, weeping. 

"Allah has blessed you with liberty, why then 
weeping?" we tried to halt but she didn't listen and left in 
liasle. Years passed thereafter but Tuhfah was neither here nor 
there. However, association with her master did persisted. 
Once we both and Mathna decided to perform Hajj together 
and set out for Makkah. Ibn Mathna died on the way and we 
both reached our destination. One day I was making Tawaf 
when suddenly 1 heard very sad words. The voice, which 
seemed of some female, was saying: 

"Allah’s friends are sick with the world and their 
illness is'incurable'. This illness itself is the cure. He bestowed 
upon His friends the blessing of His love and allowed them to 
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drink from the bowl of His love to their satiation and (hev 

• • 

spirited by unbound bounties turned to Him entirely." 

I followed the voice and there f found a lean woman, 
As I got closer she called me by my name. I responded witli 
greetings and asked who she was. 

"What! Do you not know me? I am Tuhfah." 

She v\'as just reduced to skeleton. 

"O, Tuhfah, what have you received from Allah ever 
since you left the creatures for the Creator" I asked. 

t 

"He blessed me with the pleasures of His closeness 
and strength to be unconcerned of the help of others." 

Meanwhile I told her of ibn Mathna's death. She said. 
"May Allah have mercy on him. Almighty Lord has granted 
him the high grades, considered unprecedented so far. His 
dwelling in Paradise is close to mine." 

"The man who was once your master is also with me." 

I informed her. She, at this, started praying in undertones and 
then she lay silent. After a few moments wait I saw her from 
near and found her dead. As her previous master knew about 
her demise, he could nor stand and fell down, I brisked to him 
but he, too, had gone to meet his Maker. None could imagine 
how much I was grieved at the tragedy. After having overcome 
the shock d undertook the funeral of them both. May Allah 
bestow upon them His bounties. 

Supplications of a Righteous Woman 

It has been reported by Dhun-Nun Misri that once he 
was travelling in the desert of the Dome of the Rock when a 
voice struck his ears, saying: 

"O Master of limitless bounties, the treasures and the 
immortal life! strengthen my power of vision by Thine might 
which is beyond limits and encourage me. Make me unable to 
follow' the path of the arrogants and rebels, let me remain Thy 
servant and resigned to Thine pleasure both in prosperity and 
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I My Lord! Thou have enlightened my heart and Thine 
[gvours I have always desired for. I beg Thee to favour me in 
giy aims and intentions." Dhun-Nun says that he chased the 
yoice, which turned to be of a woman who, with the mystical 
, exercises and physical exertion had become very lean. She was 
I (vearingthe woolen Kurta (long shirt) and the shawl was also 
of (he goat's hair. 

''Assalamo Alaykum" 1 said, getting closer. 

I 

''WaAlaykumus Salani^ O, Dhun-Nun" she responded. 

"Glory be to Allah, who told you my name as you have 
per seen me before this." I asked in surprise. 

"0, Dhun-Nun, Allah Almighty uncovered all secrets 
before me and enlightened my heart so it is not strange that 
joyrnamecame into my knowledge." She said. 

"You must continue to make your supplications." 

She took the start by saying: 

"My Lord! I beseech Thee to keep away all evils, 
which Thou deem, may harm me. Verily, I am scared of this 

life." 

As she stopped, which appeared to me a pause, there 
she collapsed and was found dead thereupon. After a little 
while an old woman came and said as she saw her face. 

^lll <U >ua.II 

(Praise be to Allah Who graced her.) 

I asked the old lady who w^ere she and the dead. She 
ta she was Zohrah Walihanah and the dead one w'as her 
filter who had been in the condition we just saw for the 
twenty years. She further told that people considered her 
2nd the truth was that love of Allah had put her in that 

as a poet said: 

H\ SU Lfi ^ Cxllfl (^,>4^ LhV Cjjd-ak.1 yJli 

'People say that yoa are a lunatic lover. I that 
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only the lunatic enjoys the life, then why / should not be 
same.) 

A Woman who was dear to Allah 






"Leave it if you do not will, but please cast at here a 
sformative look, at least, in ihe name of Allah,” I implored. 

"My engagement at the moment does not permit me to 


Shaykh ‘Abu Abdullah Sikandari says that once he else." Her lucid answer drew all my strength but I 


surveyed mountains in the hope of finding some God-chosen 
person in the solitude of hills and he might seek intimate 
knowledge and guidance from him. He says, "One day I was 
singing an amatory song when a woman came upon to have she said before she vanished. 


^(jea last effort and said, "just a word of favour, please.” 

"You will meet the next morning a person who will 


heard the song. I thought to see her; it would be better if the 


The night was spent on the bed of thorns and early the 


comer were a male. She said, as she came closer, "0 text morning, 1 caught sight of a man coming at a crawl. His 
^Abdullah, what a strange man you are! one who does not fiicfiwas alighted with reverence and affection. 1 was Judging 
know the ranking of a woman in the Divine set up, what he iiJlhe might be the person whose arrival had been predicted 
would receive if it were a man in place of me?" 


”You have made a tall claim", I protested. 

"Claim without cogent reasons is unfair and baseless, 
She responded confidently. 

"Produce your reasons,” 1 demanded. 


kjf that female prodigy. I was yet to speak when he, probably 
[fading my mind, said, "Yes, 1 am the person you are waiting 


(t 


"0, chosen slave of Allah! Pray to make possible my 
access to Him," 1 immediately came to the point. 

"0, ‘Abu Abdullah! You are unlucky. You kept 


"My first argument is that my Mighty Master who. I unfavoured when the beneficent was kind and 


love most accepts all my supplications and causes it done just 


jenerous. Did you not have a little insight to recognize 


as I make intention because I do exactly as He wants me lo i u 4. ♦-.u j 

. ^ lifiianan Kouthyah? I will not pray until you meet the frenzied 


do”, she said. 


"If it is so, fried fish may be served here,forthwith,"I 


(lersons who would see you tomorrow.” 


put her to test. 


The old man vanished, saying this, putting me in hot 


>n(ers. 


"Good Gracious! What a petty thing you haveprayeci 


Next day I was awakened by recitation of the Holy 


for. Why you didn't beg to be given wings for your soul (o 11)' ^ ,^ 0 ^ s,,eet voice was heard, which said: 

to Him.” And by that she began to vanish into the air. 

Ijl 


I was sorry at the turn of events and a profound sense 
of being deprived engulfed me. I ran to her, envious ofhff 


(llb.ijjlJI) .jiajVI ^^t lf 




1^*1 jjl <iijLll 


f4//d to the three also (did He turn in mercy) who 

degrees and called out, ”0 Sayyedah! Listen me in the name of ^^tleft behind, when the earth, vast as it is, was straitened 

Him Who kept me unfavoured and bestowed on you 
blessings, pray for me in the name of Allah." 

"You were anxious for the supplication from malos 
What now is your concern with a woman?" cam a sarcasf^ 


t r 


At-Taubah - Repentence 

IV soul and I said to 
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the reciter. ’'O recipient of one of the incalculable bounties^ 

Allah, my heart is already beaten by successive tragedies, jq 

make less beautiful your voice as it is getter harder to bear (he 

weightage of phonetic beauty of the Qur5h. 

% 

An Insane Woman 

Dhun-Nun Misri says that once he was going to the 
hills of Antakia when a frenzied girl came into sight wearing a 
coarse woolen cloak. I paid her greetings and she asked, "Are 
you Dhun-Nun Misri?” ”How do you know me?" I asked in 
great surprise. 

”By the knowledge granted by Allah," she told briefly. 

”0, Dhun-Nun, would you tell me what is 
munificence?" she continued to say. 

"To give away charity and bounties liberally is the 
munificence," I answered. 

"But this all relates to the world, what is the generosity 
of D/>7," (other than the world). 

"Efforts in the obedience to Allah is the generosity of 
Z)/>7," I said. "When a slave of Allah makes efforts in 
obedience, his heart is kindled with the light of His presence 
and at that time the slave should restrain himself and notask 
for any thing else. O! Dhun-Nun, would you believe, I have 
been intending for twenty years to ask for some thing but 
whenever 1 intend, a sense of shame holds me back. I fear, lest 
I should be like a bad labourer who demands his wages 
immediately after he finishes the work. I work because of His 
Reverence and Glory." And by that she was gone. 

(May Allah bless her.) 

* 

A Pious Slave Girl 

Abul Qasim Junayd, a great mystic, says, "Oncel 
travelled alone to Makkah and stayed there as attendant of the 

Sanctuary. It was my practice that when it was dark all around, 

I would make Tawaf, Similarly, one day I was making Tawo/ 

when I. saw a teenage girl, making Tawaf and reciting the 
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vcrscs 


giea* feelings. 


ji ^ 




I 





Ljjaj 


^Lil 


ji 


Li 


(1 made the utmost efforts to conceal my intimate 
;dmp but of no avail, rather they have taken abode in ny 
jms token abode in my heart. H hen the desire to meet the 
bvsdone increa.ses, it renders my heart restless and anxious 
andifl make intention to yo near, I am not refused. As the 
li^htof His presence enters my heart, I feel I am no more and 
ikn! am resurrected for Him and by Him. 1 continue to enjoy 
kpkasuresoflife hecau.se of His limitless favours.) 



1. having become nervous to see her surpassin all 
limits and couldn't help asking her if she did not fear Allah to 
singsuch ode in the sacred place like the House of Allah. 


"0 Junayd! It was fear, which made me to leave the 
land of sweet dreams. 1 left my motherland for the fear of 
Allah. His love has pul me on wandering sometime hither 
sometime thither. 


"Junayd” she continued to say, "Do you make lawafo^ 
tkeHouse of Allah or Allah Himself." 

"1 make Tawafof the House of Allah." 

As she heard my answer, she turned her face to th sky 
and said, "Glory be to Thee, Thy stone like creatures make 
Wfl/of the stones." 

She left to render me unconscious and when 1 came into my senses, 

she was gone there, where the Goodnes only knows. 

(O asusul Awlvuli) 




















Salihai 

The women who live the life 

of absolute purity 


May Allah Bestow 
His Favours upon Them. 









Bibi Zulaykha 

0herofShaykh Nizamuddin Awlyah (U4^ aU^ j) 


Bibi Zulaykha, a woman of great purity had complete 
faith in Allah. Shaykh Nizamuddin says, ’’Whenever a need 
arose, my mother would seek divine direction and she was 
guided in a dream whereupon she proceeded unhesitant and 
never so happened that she got undesired results. To such an 
extent that even after her death, whenever I am troubled by 
things, not under my control, I visit her tomb and pray Allah. 
My purpose is served with in a week. It seldom takes one 
month or more. It was the practice of my mother that in case 
of necessity, she would recite five hjundred times the Durud 
Sharif and then extended an edge of her Dupalta (the muslin 
or some other light cloth, the Muslim woman put on their 
heads.) in front of her and beg with utmost humility. It was 
certain that she would get what she had needed within no time. 

Sometimes when we had nothing to eat, she said, 
"today we are guests of Allah" and always some unknown 
person would come with a plentiful supply of food, enough for 
(he months ahead. 

It is reported that Sultan Qutbuddin ibn Sultan 
Alauddin Khiiji developed a discord with Shaykh Nizamuddin 
Awlyah. The origin of the discord was that the king built a 
grand mosque and ordered all religious leaders including the 
Shaykh to pray the Friday prayer in the newly built mosque. 
The Shaykh refused to go on the ground that to perform Juma 
' prayer in the mosque close to his home was more likeable. His 
refusal, caused king’s displeasure but he gulped in wisely. 
Meanwhile, however, another incident revived the king's fury. 
The detail of which is that the king had ordered that all the 
leading religious scholars, and the dignitaries of the city and 
(he state would come to the court on every first night of lunar 
month to congratulate the king and celebrate the event. The 
Shaykh would not attend the festivity himself but he delegated 
one of his trusted devotees,Muhammad Iqbal to represent him. 

His opponents drew king's attention to the matter and urged 
him to take action against the insulting attitude of the Shaykh. 
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1 king who already was bent upon punishing 
announced that who did not attend the next court reception 
would be dealt severely. As the matter came into the Shay/c/j's 
knowledge, he went straight to his mother's tomb and said, 
"The king has decided to punish me and if he succeeds,/ 
would never come to visit your grave." 


He waited till the first night of the next month, when 
one of king's trusted courtier Khusro Khan killed the king and 
his dead body was thrown outside. 

It has been further narrated by Nizamuddin Awlyafi 
that his mother had commended her sqjtil to Allah on 1st 
Jamadi-ut-Thani. Giving details, he say&, "It was my practice 
that, / would prostrate at my mother’s feet on every first day of 
the new month. Once, after I had sighted the moon, i 

prostrated at her feet and she said, "On whose feet you will 
prostrate the next month." 1 understood what she meant that 
she would be no more the next month. My heart filled with 
grief and I began to weep and asked her, "In whose protection 
you are leaving me." "You will be told tomorrow", she 
answered and further said that I should stay that night with 
Shaykh Najibuddin Mutwakkil. So I went to his house, as my 
mother had ordered. Just before dawn 1 was summoned by the 
mother. When I reached, she held my hand and raised it 
upwards and said, "Almighty Allah! I commit my son in Thy 
protection." And by that she was dead. 

Her tomb lies near that of Shaykh Najibuddin 
Mutwakkil. The women frequently visit Bibi Nur Jahan's 
tomb. My mother's tomb is situated just behind of it. May 
Allah bless them all. 


Mother of Sayyed Ahmad Shaheed 

The mother is the most kind and merciful creature of 
the universe and very few mothers are there who turn 
successful when they are tried at the life of their children. 
Mother of Sayyed Ahmed Shaheed revived the tradition of 
Asma aJLJ< ^j) bint Abu Bakr Siddique, when she sent her 



son off on the death mission, to wage Jihad against the alien 
rulers, the British and the local tyrants, the Sikh to establish an 
Islamic state. An account is being quoted here from 
Manzurah, 'once fighting broke out between the Muslims and 
(he Hindus somewhere. Sayyed Ahmad, yet a teen age boy 
desired to participate but the nurse who had fostered and 
nourished him was not ready to let him. His mother intervened 
and said, "Bibi, indeed your love for the kid is great but it 
could not be more than mine. This is not time to stop him. Let 
him go. May Allah be his Helper and Favourer." Then she 
turned to her son and said, "remember my son ! you are going 
(0 fight in the way of Allah, so never turn your back on the 

enemy. However, if the enemy asks for the way to withdraw, 
(hen do it." 


As he reached the battlefield, the enemy, foreseeing 
the situation not favourable for them, prayed for the way to 
retreat. He remembered his mother's last minute advice, so he 
strongly supported the idea. Consequently the Muslims had 
some more time to strengthen themselves and to advance with 
a better preparation. 

Mother Zarghunah 

Mother of Ahmad Shah Abdali 

Zarghunah was the mother of Ahmad Shah Abdali, the 
history making Afghan ruler. She was very pious and prudent 
woman. She had great love and feelings for Islam. When 
Marahattas increased their power in India and they almost 
became a challenge for Islam, as they gradually had extended 
their territory to Attock. Ahmad Shah Abdali judged in time 
the intensity of the coming danger and convened a Jirga 
(Assembly of the wise elders) in Kandhar to decide the 
defensive measures. Primarily it was proposed to build a 
strong fort in Kandhar. The proceeding of the Jirga was still 
in progress when Ahmad Shah Abdali was summoned by his 
mother. He immediately rose to meet his mother's call and 
when he went in, he found her in intense rage. She turned her 
face from Ahmad Shah, which was the sign of displeasure. 
Ahmad Shah asked very respectfully why she was in wrath. 
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"Are you an Afghan?'* the mother asked in her usual 
strong voice. 

"Mother, please tell me wha( has troubled you.” said 
the Afghan king, lowering his head, submissively. 

"I am feeling ashamed of being your mother. Would 
God that I had not born a son like you! Would that I had noi 
nourished you! Behold if you were true to your Afghan blood, 
you would not have been planning to build a fort here in 
Kandhar to hide from Marahattas. A true Afghan would have 

invaded India to break their backbone and you are waiting 
here for their arrival.*' She said scornfully. 

Ahmad Shah bowed his head and said. "My mother! I 
beg your pardon. I am terribly sorry. You have opened my 
eyes. If Allah wills. I shall do as vou have directed.” 


Wife of Moulana Muhammad Qasim Nanotvi 


(U^Jp 4jjl 



j) 


The wife of Moulana Qasim Nanotvi was the daughter 
of a wealthy landlord of Deoband. He gave sizeable property 
and dowry on marriage to his daughter. Moulana Nanotvi said 
to his newly wedded wife the very first night that there was 
considerable social difference betw^een them but it should be 
decided who would rule thenceforth. She unhesitanlly said that 
she would accede to all his wishes. 


”Jf it is so, then give your all jewellery to me", he put 

her to test. She obeved forthwith. He donated all her 

•/ 

belongings to his Darnl-ulum. When her father came to know 
he made up her 'loss' but her husband did as previously, once 
more. 


The hospitality of the Moulana was talk of the town 
and he would give all its credit to his wife. He named her 

'Ahmad’s mother' after his son Ahmad who was administrator 

of the Darul-ulum and the chief Mufli in the state of 
Hyderabad Deccan. She was called Dadi Bo (Grandma Bo) by 

every one. She had a non-Muslim protegee, Piro whom she 
raised tenderly. She entered Islam when grew matured and was 

so dearly nurtured that she would pray prayers competitively 
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jpeffort to equal rather excel her in worship. When their 
l^gjjygrand son, who would grow into a great scholar in shape 
/Qari Muhammad Tayyab, began to toddle, he, one day , 
pi/sfieddown a tin full of oil causing all its contents to flow 
oi)(. His grandma took it a good omen and gave away sweets 
loihepoor. Her grave adheres to that of her noted husband. 

paughter of Moulana Muhammad Qasim 
Nanotvi (u^:^ j) 

Moulana Qasim Nanotvi wedded his daughter to 
Mouivi Niiiiil Hasan of Deoband. The marriage took place 
will) simplicity. One day after the '/t.sr prayer, Moulana 
Nanotvi rose to announce that he was going to give his 
ijaughler in marriage to Mouivi Nurul Hasan and it took place 
lien and there. 



She was a very simple lady. Her accent was like 
villagers. She would travel to Nanola every year with her 
clildren to meet her parents. She was pious and modest and 
immense tolerance and forbearing. She had taken many 
good qualities from her great father. She was called mother 
'Aishali. It is narrated that twelve years after her death a grave 
was being dug when unknowingly part of her Lai-haci (INiche 
intbesideof the grave which is dug parallel to the earth and 
where dead body is placed.) was opened and it was seen that 
cloth of the coffin was intact. Her body was not slightly 
decomposed rather a fragrance spread across, which was sign 
ofherhigh degrees in the I lereaftcr. 


Mother of Moulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi 

Mother of Moulana Gangohi was pious and 
God-chosen woman who could never be betrayed into 
superstition and uncalled apprehensious. Albeit a woman, she 
never fell to credulity and watched her children and the fellow 
women as well to stop them to go that way. She was a devout 
Muslim and had an intrinsic disliking for spells and charms 
and why she should not have had. as she was going to become 
ihemotherof a would be savant. Moulana Ganuohi once 
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described an event of the strong belief of her mother. He^ 
the event in his mother's words, "One day when Rashid(yo^. 
Gangohi) was still in cradle, Allah Bakhsh, a jinn cameup^^ 
there and threatened me either to make offering at a tombQ. 
he would slay my baby son. I refused to be intimitated aw 
said, "Go ahead, the child is here." But he could do nothing, l 
G angoh there were two famous tombs, of Shah Dawud an^ 
Shah Sadiq where at a niche, offerings were made of food and 
perfumes in the name of Allah Bakhsh. Whenever Allai) 
Bakhsh came to cow me I would tell him lucidly that he might 
do whatever he wanted but 1 would not indulge in Shirk 
other things contrary to the teachings of Quran and Siwnak 
Despite my lucid answer he could not muster courage to do 
the slightest harm to my son." 


Daughter of Moulana Rashid Gangohi 

4JJI w^j) 

When daughter of Moulan^ Gangohi was married to 
Mouivi Ibrahim who was not careful enough for his sources of 
income. His newly wedded wife told him in very clear words 
that she would not eat anything in his house until he made 
pledge not to accept bribes thenceforth. She kept her words 
and her husband had to meet her condition. She was a woman 
of great virtues. She had come from a family, not rich and 
being a woman who had not brought dowry and Jewellery, it 
might not be amazing if she had accepted the situation silently. 

Wife of Shaykhul Hind, IWoulana Mahmud 

Hasan 4jJt .) 

When Moulana Mahmud Hasan was to leave Deoband 
fov Jihod under the pertext of migration, a very large crowd of 
devotees had gathered outside to see him off while his ailing 
wife and the sobbing daughters were stopping him. The 
daughters held his feet saying, "Baba, why and where are you 
going, leaving us behind, unsupported and unprotected?" 

The wife seized his shirt and said, "1 led all my life in 
the hope of being put in coffin by yourself" 


^8t _ 2^1 

Daughter's wailings and saddening words of the 
jpouse brought tears in his eyes but he held him.self and said 
lofiiswife, "If Allah wills, I shall come back to find you same 
35 you are now." 

The absence of the husband took its toll and 
influenced her mind. Meanwhile the rumours were spread that 
ificprisoners of Malta, whose one mate was her husband, had 
been hanged. But she endured all the hardships with patience 
and courage. At last he came as he had promised to Tind her 
same as at the time of his departure. When he entered home, 
she was lying in the same bed, weak, drawn and pale and in 
ihc same corner. He had no son. The daughters were pleased 
to see their great father back. 

Wife of Sayyed Anwar Shah Kashmiri 

Anwar Shah Kashmiri’s wife. Maymunah was 
daughter of Sayyed Yaqub Ali. She vH^^as native of Gangoh 
district Saharanpur (India). Her father was some slate official 
inBhopal so her family had been residing in Bhopal for 
sometime before her marriage. One of her sisters. Mahmudah 
Khatun was married at Ambala Cantt, where she died of 
epilepsy. Anzar Shah Kashmiri, his son. writes that to ensure 
his father's stay at Deoband one of the numerous proposals 
was to get him married. Moulana Mahmud Hasan and Hafiz 
Sharif Ahmad Gangohi sent proposal of marriage to 
Maymunah Khatun on behalf of Anwar Shah Kashmiri. As her 
parents had died so she gave her consent on the advice of the 
above-mentioned elders. She was yet not more than twenty 
w'lile Anwar Shah was close upon forty on the eve of 
marriage. 

Anzar Shah further writes, "Allama Kashmiri busied 
exceedingly with books so she could not enjoy love from her 
husband which a wife always expects from Tier spouse. She 
'vould tell that once, they were coming from Bhopal to 
deoband after marriage. At Delhi railway station she w'as 
^hling in the wailing room when the Moulana came in and 
in front of her to say. "I am very poor and homeless. I 
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have nothing to offer you. 1 have accepted this rcbi, 
only on the insistence of niy teachers." Those words 
bomb shell to her heart as nothing could be*^ 
disheartening for a woman than the feelings that shr 

Vi 
''lie 

e 


i 


accepted as a wife just on the insistence of others 
remained tight-lipped about that. Once, sometime latei j 
showed displeasure at her very light decoration and she 
unconcerned of ornamentation for the rest of her life. Shew 
generous and kind hearted and would be pleased to feed 
others. She took great interest to arrange for the marriages of 
the poor girls and behaved with their husbands as her owfi 

sons-in-law. To support the widows and raise the orphan girls 
was her life long practice. When she passed away, she was 
indebted to many people and I undertook the responsibility to 
pay. She was very merciful to the animals also and could not 
bear any animal or bird in distress. She would help the poor 
students secretly and treated them like her own children. She 
died of cancer at 65 and was buried beside her venerable 
husband." 

(From: Maul ana Muhammad Anzar Shah Kashmiri - (he soul 


Mother of Sir Sayyed Ahmad Khan 

dJl 

Where, there is mention of Sir Sayyed, Aligarh 
Muslim University will unavoidably come under discussion 
too. Thousands of Muslims of the sub-continent graduated 
from the great institution. Its founder was Sir Sayyed. He was 
native of Delhi. His mother was pious and far-sighted woman. 
She educated her son with good manners. It is narrated that 
once, when Sir Sayyed was still a boy, he gave his servant a 
sound beating in rage. When the mother knew of it, she was 
furious at him and asked him to leave home. He went to his 
aunt and pressed her to get him pardoned from mother. But his 
mother told clearly that she would not let him enter home until 
he apologized from the servant. Ultimately he had to surrender 
and he apologized from him, then his mother forgave him and 
let him come in. she was always thoughtful of the servant's 
welfare. Once she fell HI. By chance her maid was caught by 
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(if same disease, which she was suffering from. The 
medicines prescribed for her were very expensive. She knew 
•ijiihemaid couldn't be able to purchase the medicines so she 
jiniher medicines to the maid who got well with those 
(iiedicinesand she was recovered without taking a single pill, 
jifSawed learned the lesson from his mother’s behavior and 


< 3 vethat single incident, he never misbehaved with the 
jewants. He, in after years, worked with hundreds of servants 
Nl none of them ever complained of his attitude. 


Mother of Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi 

4JJI 

"My elders told me that my mother had thrown her 
jewellery before her husband, saying, that either he should pay 
ii5:du/or keep with him, she would not wear it. She was 
figtilandshe won. The father paid and then she touched 
hlie jewellery. If all the women take likewise measures, the 
men will catch the straight path, eventually." 

(Asbah-ul-Gaflah. by: Moulana Thanvi) 

Wives of Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi 

Haji Mohammad Sharif writes .once my wife went to 
»isilhis senior wife. She sent her servant Niaz for me and 
I ailed that we both should stay with them. We stayed for a 
''leeland enjoyed ourselves. She served very' delicious meals 
ami gave a tiffon. full of tasty food when we were leaving. 
Meforewe left, any wife took permission from Moulana 
hvi to present two rupees to her. She accepted and then 
tai'eback saying, those should be given to our daughter. Once 
presented a gift on the wedding of her nephew but she 
rtsedand said, "dear daughter. I have the habit of giving not 


f.Maktubat As hr a ft a) 

^ole in Ractification of Misunderstandings 

Moulana Ashraf All Thanvi assigned her senior wife 
"^^diiiy to attend the funeral sittings of women and guide the 












Leading Ladies 

participants not to demand something to eat and thus avojH 

putting the burden of eating on the hosts as they are already at 
a great loss by losing some of their loved one and are 

overcome with grief. She told that the people should visit 

mourners home to comfort them with words of condolence not 

to trouble them with eating and drinking there. 


She commenced to visit the houses where someone 
had died and advised the women not to eat, drink anything 
there, even she forbade to serve the betel-leave in these 
gatherings. She held herself to accept anything presented at the 
funeral meetings. It was showed displeasure at it in the 
beginning and the hosts took it an insult in not to offer 
anything but soon they discovered the wisdom behind this 
practice and accepted it heartily 

4 

(Khutbat Hakimul Ummat) 


Moulana Thanvi's Junior Wife 

Moulana Taqi Uthmani writes,unfortunately it couldn't 
be possible to see Moulana Thanvi, as he had died three 
months before I was born. His generous wife however was 
very affectionate to us. When I was younger, I used to go 
inside the house and was able to see the great lady. She looked 
an embodiment of blessing, mercy and love. Her words were 
full of modesty and sincerity, which is very rare quality in this 
world of hypocrisy. She always welcomed the relatives and 
devotees of Hakimul Ummat. Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi and 
took interest heartily to solve their problems and would remain 
aware of their individual difficulties. Alas! She is no more 
among us and gone with her a sense of motherly air and 
endearment. ^ (Verily we are for Allah ami 

verily to Him we will be returning.) 

Her life was a true example of a devout Muslim 
woman. She was called Apaji. When ever I tried to imagine 
the venerable predecessor women like Rabe'a Basri, they 
would appear to me in the shape of Apaji. She was like an 
institution rendering education, guidance and lesson of mercy 
and love. She departed us to go to her Maker on lltli 
Ramadan I4I2H (16 March 1992). The devotees of the late 
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Utoulana would name her Schoti Pirani Sahihah (the junior 
,vifeofthe great Pir). 


CAl-Bala^h-volume 26) 

I 0e of Moulana Mufti Muhammad Hasan 

the Rabe'a Basrya of The Day 

I Moulana Mufti Muhammad Hasan was the Successor 
to Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi and a distinguished leader of 
(he Pakistan movement, the celebrated scholar and the founder 
of Jame’a Ashrafia. Lahore. His wife was a true embodiment 
oftfie Koranic Decree that **Pious women for the pious 
men". She belonged to a family of great note, familiar with 
the religio-literary circles. Her father, Moulana Muhammad 
Hussayn was a venerated erudite and the mother, a woman of 
great purity and worship. She was raised in the air where 
sms of Allah ordains and the Prophet proclaims would rule. 
After she was married, the auspicious company of her husband 
added to the beauty of her piety. She was commonly known as 
^paji. WasI Bilgrami, the noted writer has given an account of 
the event of her taking oath of allegiance (Bay'at) to Moulana 
Thanvi. He writes: The wife of Mouivi Muhammad Hasan 
who has settled in Lahore, prayed the Moulana to give her 
oath. But he, probably with his God-gifted wisdom felt that 
she had some apprehensions and was not clear-minded about 

the oath. So he sent word to wait. He, meanwhile told Mouivi 

« 

Hasan, her husband, that she should come without reservations 
after she had cleared her mind on all the matters she was 

V 

troubled with. She, then put a number of questions through her 
husband and satisfied her mind, including one was that 
whenever she recited of the Holy Quran, that seldom pleased 
her but if she learned that some one else was listening, the 
feelings were high. 


Moulana Thanvi advised her to imagine as if she was 
feciting before Allah. Mouivi Muhammad Hasan told later that 
she put her hand on the heart to have listened the message, 
remained still for a while and then tears began shedding from 
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her eyes. She told her husband that she felt as somethingy 

made its way into her heart. She expressed satisfaction and 

repeated her request to be given oath and it was then thatthe 
same he did. 


Moulana Abdur-Rehman Ashrafi has reportedthai 
Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi praised her highly and said that 
Mufti Muhammad Hasan was very lucky to have a wife lij(e 
her. He termed her Rabe'a Basrya of the day. His words are 
duly indicative of her higher place in his eyes. This certificate 
from such a great scholar and reformer of the Muslim world is 
a great honour. Her behaviour and attitude corresponded wiih 
the Moulana's remarks. She was always considerate oft/ie 
others. She neither hurt the feelings of anybody nor she 
returned any beggar w ithout rendering alms. She would help 
the widows regularly to such extent that she arranged 
dwellings for some of the indigent widows. A numberof 
orphan girls were obliged to her for their marriages. Hereisan 
account, which exhibits her quality of consideration and 
humanity. 

Once a number of w'omen came lamenting and wailing 
to her and told her that it had been ordered to demolish all the 
houses close to the tomb in the walled area of Nilo Gunbad\o 
extend the courtyard of the tomb. They were troubled where 
they should go if the orders w'ere implemented. 
summoned me to write a letter to the Minister/Ion her 
behalf not to demolish the dwellings of the poor. She asked 
me to take the letter myself and convey to him, her verbal 
message as well, that if the Mufti (her husband) had been 
alive, could he let him uproot the living for the dead. Nawab 
Zakir Qurayshi was the Minister Auqaf who held the Mufti 
family in great esteem, came out forthwith, as he was 
informed of ApajVs message. I conveyed the message lucidly 
to make the minister's eyes wet. He sent word of apology back 
to Apaji and promised to cancel the impugned order. I returned 
to find Apaji anxiously awaiting the minister's answer and was 
pleased to know that her message was honoured. 
Consequently, those people are still residing there since then 
and wishing her soul be blessed. 



I am perplexed what attribution of Apaji should be 
pientioned and what not. I enjoyed her patronage for about 
twenty-four years and her behaviour was undeniably so 
motherly that even my own mother might not have treated as 
such. Her death has not only left her own household 
unattended but we also are without her favours and 
ikzfmdXtn^ss^. Jame'a Ashrafi a and its branches from where 
ihoiisands of boys and girls have graduated so far are an 
abiding source of virtues. 

She left behind very pious progeny to bring her good 
name here and in the Hereafter. Her eldest son Moulana 
'Ubaydullah not only was the head of the Jame'a but also 
enjoyed a very good repute with the community of religious 
reformers. He was educated by Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi, 
was liked by his elders and was successor to Qari Muhammad 
layyab and Moulana Faqir Muhammad. Moulana 
Abdur-Rehman Ashrafi. Moulana Fadlur-Rahim and Haji 
Waliullah all three have contributed a lot to the Jame*a. Their 
brother Seth Muhammad 'Abdullah cared and tended his 
mother more than anyone else but this does not mean that the 
others have avoided. They did all they could but Seth 
'Abdullah spent more time with her. Almost all her sons and 
daughters got associated with the reformative and Islamic 
education. The fountain of noble precepts and practices is not 
discontinued but is running at a perpetual flow. 

(Tim Monihlv Al~Hasan - 1996) 

Wife of Qari Muhammad Tayyab 4,^ j) 

Wife of Moulana Qari Muhammad Tayyab was very 
prompt at her devotions. Whenever the voice of Azan was 
raised from the mosque, she would rise for prayers leaving her 
2 II business there and then howsoever urgent it might be. A 
fosaryofone thousand beads was kept under her pillow and it 
was her practice to tell her beads to recite one thousand times 
oflheKalima Tayyaba ‘UJt (There is no God 

ki Allah ami Muhammad is His Apostle.) every day after 
night prayer. The recitation of the Quran after the Fajr prayer 
nnd the repetition of the Kalima was her life long practice. 
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She was equally regular in paying Zakat. She 
calculated all her income vfery carefully and did not ignore the 
nominal details. She used to pay her Zakat normally in 
Ramadan and a list of needy people was always with her. 


(Majalis-Hakimul Islam) 

Ammi Bi 

Maternal Grandmother of Moulana Muhammad Ilyas 

Delhvi 

She was daughter of Moulana Muzaffar Hussayn and 
was called 'Ammi Bi' in the family. She was a woman of great 
merits. Moulana used to say that she performed her prayers 
with profound humility and concentration, which reminded us 
that of Moulana Gangohi whose prayer was exemplified in his 
circles. In her last days it had become her habit not to ask for 
meals herself. If someone served, she would take, if, because 
of exceeding engagements it slipped from mind, she waited 
until it was served. Once someone asked how she could 
remain without food. She answered, "All praises be to Allah. I 
get energy from remembrance of Allah." 


Bi Safiyyah 

Mother of Moulana Muhammad Ilyas Delhvi 

Bi Safiyyah, Moulana Muhammad Ilyas's mother was 
an excellent reciter and memorizer of the Holy Quran. She had 
memorized the Holy Book during her son Yahya's suckling 
and she had such a command on memory that a few could 
stand, to contest. She had the habit of going through the Quran 
Al-Majid once daily in the month of Ramadan and thus would 
complete 30 repetitions of the Noble Book. It was also her 
practice to perform the household duties and the recitation 
simultaneously. Her daily practice other than Ramadan was 
that she would recite Durud Sharif, five thousand times, km 
Dhat (one of Allah's names chosen on the virtue of its 
meanings) five thousand times, ^^dJi ^ {In the name 
of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful) nine hundred times, 
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U [nricher, Provider to His slaves) eleven hundred limes, 

^{i heft Thine pardon. Mighty Lord) five hundred limes, 

(Allah sufficeth me! Most excellent is He in 

trust) five hundred times, S^^^{Glory he to Allah) 
l\vohundred times, ^ J<^^(Praise he to Allah) two hunded 

is no god hut one True God) two 
liindred times, jS ^ Afi\{A 11 a h is the Greatest) two hundred 
limes, 4)1 confide my cause unto Allah) one 

lundred times, ^ i.r-^{Allah is suff icient for us, *Most 

uceknt is He in whom we trust) one hundred times, y 
I Lord! I am vanquished, so give me help) one 

1 hundred times, ^Lord, Lo 

odversity afflicteth me, and Thou art Most Merciful of all who 
I kw mercy) one hundred times, w-O,— s:ui' 'il' di 'j 

jM^{There is no God save Thee, Be Thou Glorified! Lo! I 
kve been a wrong doer) one hundred times, and more over 
she would recite of some part of the Holy Quran. 

Wife of Moulana Muhammad Ilyas Kandhivi 

(j) 

She was the mother of Moulana Muhammad Yusuf, a 
venerated scholar and daughter of the noted educator, 

Moulana Rauful Hasan. She herself was a person of great 
righteousness, devotions and piety. Her husband Moulana 
Ilyas Kandhivi was a veteran reformer and mystic of great 
note. He educated his brilliant son in accordance with the 
teachings of the Quran and Sunnah. 

Moulana Muhammad Yusuf, once told a gathering of 
fellow students that his mother would take care of every matter 
I related to his education and habit-forming howsoever minor it 
might be. In this connection he told that sometimes the women 
came to see his mother and brought sweets, fruit or some other 
thing to eat and if she ever noticed him casting a furtive look 
on that, she would punish him after the guest had left. 

IMpulana Muhammad Ilvas Aur m Kee Dini D'awat) 
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Daughters of Moulana Zakariya Kandhlvi 

It is a habit of my all daughters that they recite from 
the Holy Quran or tell their beads for the dying person inlhe 
family and on the arrival of any new comer she is given some 
surplus rosary to tell her beads or in other case any one of 
them gives her own rosary to the guest and she herself 
continues to recite and count on her finger lips. 

I am greatly grateful to Allah, as my daughters have 
indwelling love for reciting and hearing the recitation of the 
Noble Quran. Albeit, they are now mothers ofasmaii) 
children and the house engagements are e.xceeded. yet they 
keep long vigils during the month of Ramadan to perform 
devotions and to hear the recitation from the different reciters. 
In addition to that, they read fourteen or Hfteen parts of the 
Quran in the day and compete with one another that who is to 
read more. My grandmother was a very fast reciter and it was 
her practice to go through all the thirty parts of the Qurk 
daily. In addition to all above she would recite seventeen 
thousand different Koranic words on her rosary. It is narrated 
that my great grand mother had had the hearing of the whole 
of the Quran in one Rakat (bow). The women are indeed 
pitiable in the month of Ramadan. They keep vigils to recite of 
the Holy Quran and perform prayers but in daytime the 
children do not let them rest. May Allah accept their worship. 

(Akahir Ka Ramadan} 

Wife of Moulana Ahmad Ali Lahori 

She was a woman of great virtues and loved greatly 
the recitation of the Holy Quran. Though she had attained old 
age yet she did not start the house work until she read a 
section of the Holy Book. Her son Moulana 'Ubaydullah 
Anwar once told during his discourse that they always started 
the day without breakfast because of his mothers love for the 
recitation of the Quran. She never left the 77///rz/yW prayer 
unprayed. Moulana 'Ubaydullah Anwar further told that his 
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j^ther showed displeasure if she found us reading newspaper 
said that why we were wasting valuable time in reading 
newspaper where as that was the time most suitable to 
feitientbrance of Allah. 

(Special Supplement of Khucidafnuddin on Moulana Lahori) 

Mother of Moulana Muhammad *IJmar 
Palanpuri (U-^ ^ j) 

As we entered the early childhood, we saw our mother 
praying prayers, making supplications and weeping vigorously 
while invoking Allah's favour. In those days our mother taught 
us the meaning and exegesis of Sura Kahf {T\\^ Cave) of the 
Holy Quran, which still sticks to our minds. I remember, her 
detailing the history of that wicked ruler in the Koranic Sura 
Mwu] (The Towers) who had ordered, the Believers be 
driven unto the ditch of fire. When she brought something 
eatable from the market, she gave us to divide among 
I ourselves and witnessed which one was greedy and which was 
good hearted. She then educated us accordingly. My mother 
wished me to attain the religious education while the others 
favoured the science studies so that good livelihood might be 
ensured. But the mother defended strongly her decision and 
said that if I got the true knowledge of D/>7, all world would be 
under my feet. I wondered immaturely how a huge world 
could be under my feet. 

I 

Quoting the examples of the previous Prophets 

To familiarize me with the religious ways, she would 
askmeto read out the history of the Prophets, Moses (Musa), 
Joseph (YusuO or ^is and that. One day when on her direction 
Iwas reading to htr in the light of oil lamp as the candles were 

I 

considered expettsive, my mother said, "When a liaison is 
maintained between Allah and His slave. He makes it done 
what His slave begs Him to." Then she wished in great 
endearment, "My son ! today I am alone listening to you in this 
dimly-lighted house. May Allah cause hundred thousand 

masses throng to listen to you some day." Meanwhile my 
leacher had to go to his native town in U.P. (India) and he 
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asked my mother to send me along so that I might complete 
my studies to ensure my admission into the most trusted 
institution of religious education in India. My mother got 
ready to send me Torthwith but at least fifty rupees were 
required for the travelling and other expenses and she had 
nothing. She. however, borrowed from somewhere and 
ensured my departure. In six months 1 obtained the primary 
education required for the next admission. I was enrolled and 1 
started my studies. 

I got exceedingly busy with books and was 
unconcerned of my health, which took its toll and I caught a 
deadly disease, the tuberculosis. I also had an eye sore. The 
mother summoned me to Bombay (now Mombay) and began 
crying to see me. The doctors were consulted who diagnosed 
that the disease was in the third stage and the survival was at 
chance. I hey prescribed the medicines but termed the case 
hopeless. I. however, made another resolve. I told my mother 
that if after all I was to die, why it should not be in the cause 
of Allah. It made her weep more. But, I continued my 
education in Bombay and spent four months in Tabligh 
(Preaching and correcting). 

Meanwhile I was married and had children. The 
mother had revived her habit of sitting with me to listen from 
the Noble Quran. When Hell w'as mentioned, it caused her 
crying buL the mention of Paradise would please her. 
Sometimes I omitted the mention of Hell but she took its 
notice and reminded me to read as it was. The last year of my 
studies was very distressing. The mother, now eyeless, 
toothless and the legs were too weak to support her. But, 
despite all that she sent me Hfteen hundred miles away to 
complete the studies. 

1 ter condition deteriorated soon after my arrival at the 
madrasah but I was unaware. All the relatives were intimated 
of her severe illness. Most of the kindred including my sisters 
gathered. They all favoured to telegraph me but she forbade 
and said, "If I die and Allah asks what you have brought, I 
shall say. My Lord, I am empty handed but left behind a son in 
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Ihine way. My son will serve the cause of my 
pardoning.’Then a state of drowsiness prevailed upon her. My 
sisters and others, as 1 was told later, washed her and changed 
I her clothes. When she was laid on the bed she told that sweet 
1 smells were wafting over to her nose, while her nasal system 
was absolutely not working. Thereupon she said, *'Assalamo 
^l(i)>kum Wa Rahmatullah Wa Barakatuhu'* {May Allah bless 
jouwiih peace aiul security and bestow upon you His bounty 
(111(1 special favour), had a loud laughter and got unconscious. 

When she was restored, the women around there asked why 
she had burst into laughter and to whom she had greeted. She 
told that she saw her son (it was I) coming between two 
angels, so she greeted the. angels and showed pleasure to see 
the son. Just imagine, she had lost her eyesight and could not 
see people sitting beside her but was viewing her son from a 
distance not less than fifteen hundred miles. Later she died and 
1 was informed but I could not come as half of the tenure had 
yei to be passed so 1 prayed that her soul might rest in eternal 
peace and went home after 1 had completed the work. 

A courageous Christian woman 

who converted to Islam 

There was a German-American woman who worked as 
secretary in an office and had a quest to find the right path. In 
this connection she searched a large number of books on 
Islam, Christianity and Zionism. In her journey to find the 
truth, she arrived at the conclusion that it. is Islam, which 
fulfills the spiritual want and ensures the corporeal needs. So, 
she entered Islam and contacted the local Muslims to seek 
necessary guidance. She was told that the Muslim woman 

should observe Hijab (veil). She got a Burqa (a gcfwn with a 

hood and face cover, which the Muslim ladies put on) and 
went to her office, enveloped in Burqa. All were bewildered to 
see a woman completely covered from head to toe in black'. 
They asked who she was. She told her name and disclosed her 

conversion to Islam. They inquired in surprise if it was 

obligatory for a Muslim woman to observe Hijab. But they 

were reluctant to accept her affirmative a>i ;v\er as they said. 
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they knew many Muslim women who wander open-faced 
without covering their face and body. 


She answered that what she could do with the women 
who were disobedient to their Prophet, as far as she was 
concerned, she would do as the Prophet had directed. They 
reacted to her new appearance and told her that either she 
should discard the veil or they would be unable to let her 
continue her job. If she were of a wavering belief, she would 
surrender forthwith but she showed constancy and left the job 


saying that she had strong faith in Allah's Decree 










I h . 
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a](H e it is who 


hath sent His messenger with the guidance and the religion 
of truthy that He may make it conqueror of all religion) 
(Surah As-Saff - The Ranks~9), She found another Job with 
less wages but she was quite content. After a few years she 
saved some money and went on Hajj. There she stayed with a 
very hospitable family. They lodged her with great care and 



respect. She was impressed by the fraternity, which she 
observed, was widely exercised amongst the Muslims of all 
races, colours and languages. She made a pledge at the Ka'bah 
and the Prophet's tomb that she would spend rest of her life to 
spread Islam. 


She went to Pakistan from the holy land and stayed 
there to learn the Holy Quran and other prospective 
requirements. Some of her well-wishers suggested to settle 
and marry in Pakistan. But she was of the view that the 
American society needed more and more people of Faith who 
not only could act upon the commands of Allah and His 

Prophet {^3 J^) themselves but also teach others. As 

in America, people arc converting to Islam in large number 
and they are urgently needed to be morally supported so such 
people can deliver who are their own. 


Luckily, as she went back to America, she happened to 
meet an Afro-American convert to Islam. He was in search of 
a committed woman who could be supportive to him for the 
cause of Islam. Their friends worked for their match making 
and the matters were settled. Some of her relatives opposed a 
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3 ck husband but she remained firm and said that after she 




Ijjentered Islam, all shackles of colour and race stand 
Ij^oken. After marriage the couple worked for Islam, which 
jvascomparable to an institution. They are known well in the 
llaslim circles of New York. After a few years of their 
marriage when they had one child, they travelled to India. 


We conducted a gathering of students and teachers at 
Aligarh University where the convert couple was to speak to 
iliem. When the teachers and students knew that some 
American lady was going to address them, a race started to cut 
amodern figure of them. The gathering was looking a fashion 
slow indeed. When the hall was packed, she alone emerged 
from the waiting room at the given time to enter the hall. Her 
entrance petrified all the audience with bewilderment. What 
(ley were expecting was a modern, elegantly dressed up lady 
in a come, saw and conquered style. But her emergence was 
quite opposite to it. 

She, cloaked in Burqa, entered gracefully and closed 
lledoor behind to ensure the stoppage of any unintentional 
entry of males. Then she took off the Burqa and spoke in a 
very simple way to the audience. She took the start tenderly 
kut later she got a bit curt and caused them feel, they had 
opted the wrong way. She said, "Why are you ashamed of your 
true identity. Wandering about unveiled does not bring 
respect. The true respect of a woman lies in being away from 
evil eyes as far as possible. What the West opted on the part of 
woman, it is facing the music, for 1 am an eye-witness to the 
debacle, which the West is suffering in consequence of 
extending uncalled-for and unbound individual liberties. The 
woman in the West does enjoy some disputed rights but she 
kassuffered a lot. What you are displaying now is the 
discarded outfit of the West. You should be proud you have a 
distinguishable identity. So go ahead proudly with an 
appearance, worthy of a Muslim woman. You should always 
kedisplaying how a devout Muslim woman must look like." 


Amazingly, most of the students and their teachers 
'vbohad left their Duppattas (stoles) loose just to garland their 
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they knew many Muslim women who wander open-faced 

without covering their face and body. 

She answered that what she could do with the women 
who were disobedient to their Prophet, as far as she was 

concerned, she would do as the Prophet had directed. They 
reacted to her new appearance and told her that either she 
should discard the veil or they would be unable to let her 
continue her job. If she were of a wavering belief, she would 
surrender forthwith but she showed constancy and left the job 
saying that she had strong faith in Allah's Decree 
(9 ^ ^ J^' (He it is who 

hath sent His messenger with the guidance and the religion 
of truth, that He may make it conqueror of all religion) 
(Surah As-Saff - The RankS‘9). She found another job with 
less wages but she was quite content. After a few years she 
saved some money and went on Hajj. There she stayed with a 
very hospitable family. They lodged her with great care and 
respect. She was impressed by the fraternity, which she 
observed, was widely exercised amongst the Muslims of all 
races, colours and languages. She made a pledge at the Ka'bah 
and the Prophet's tomb that she would spend rest of her life to 
spread Islam. 

She went to Pakistan from the holy land and stayed 
there to learn the Holy Quran and other prospective 
requirements. Some of her well-wishers suggested to settle 
and marry in Pakistan. But she was of the view that the 

American society needed more and more people of Faith who 
not only could act upon the commands of Allah and His 
Prophet themselves but also teach others. As 

in America, people are converting to Islam in large number 
and they are urgently needed to be morally supported so such 
people can deliver who are their own. 

Luckily, as she went back to America, she happened to 
meet an Afro-American convert to Islam. He was in search of 
a committed woman who could be supportive to him for the 
cause of Islam. Their friends worked for their match making 
and the matters were settled. Some of her relatives opposed a 
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l,(ack husband but she remained firm and said that after she 
liadentered Islam, all shackles of colour and race stand 
(iroken. After marriage the couple worked for Islam, which 
0comparable to an institution. They are known well in the 
Muslim circles of New York. After a few years of their 
marriage when they had one child, they travelled to India. 


We conducted a gathering of students and teachers at 
Aligarh University where the convert couple was to speak to 
(hem. When the teachers and students knew that some 
American lady was going to address them, a race started to cut 
amodern figure of them. The gathering was looking a fashion 
show indeed. When the hall was packed, she alone emerged 
from the waiting room at the given time to enter the hall. Her 
entrance petrified all the audience with bewilderment. What 
ihcy were expecting was a modern, elegantly dressed up lady 
in a come, saw and conquered style. But her emergence was 
ijuite opposite to it. 

She, cloaked in Burqa, entered gracefully and closed 
the door behind to ensure the stoppage of any unintentional 
entry of males. Then she took off the Burqa and spoke in a 
very simple way to the audience. She took the start tenderly 
hut later she got a bit curt and caused them feel, they had 
opted the wrong way. She said, "Why are you ashamed of your 
true identity. Wandering about unveiled does not bring 
respect. The true respect of a woman lies in being away from 
tvileyesas far as possible. What the West opted on the part of 
woman, it is facing the music, for 1 am an eye-witness to the 
debacle, which the West is suffering in consequence of 
extending uncalled-for and unbound individual liberties. The 
woman in the West does enjoy some disputed rights but she 
las suffered a lot. What you are displaying now is the 
discarded outfit of the West. You should be proud you have a 
distinguishable identity. So go ahead proudly with an 
Appearance, worthy of a Muslim woman. You should always 
displaying how a devout Muslim woman must look like." 

Amazingly, most of the students and their teachers 
"'bohad left their Duppattas (stoles) loose just to garland their 
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drew them 


pledge to regularize the prayers and setup the circles to leaiTi 

and educate the Quran-AI Hakim and its teachings. Itwaswell 
honoured and now a visible change has taken place. The 
change of mind of women matters greatly. This means 
reformation of a whole family. So a single woman, with her 
sincere efforts made a great change. Just imagine, what could 
be the magnitude of change, if a considerable number of men 
and women emerge out to spread the message of Allah. A 
sincerely made effort how small it may be does bear fruit. 



Mother of Moulana Masihullah Khan 

V 

Moulana Masihullah says that when he was a child. 

her mother laid him on the bed and she, lying on the other bed 
adhered to his, would read the books. During that, tears would 
be flowing down on her face with feelings caused by the 
contents of book. It can be judged how piously and righteously 
he was raised. 


(Havat Masihul Ummlj 

Sacrifice of a Pious Woman 

Moulana Abrarul Haq narrates what one of his friends 
did for the attainment of knowledge. He says, "Our friend's 
father was a learned man and he wished his son might gel 
education but he showed carelessness. Meanwhile his parents 
married him as a corrective measure but it turned futile, too. 
One day his father burst into tears and said, "It was my great 
desire to see you educated. But you didn't. Now I honestly feel 
that you cannot be educated here, so you must go to 
Saharanpur or Deoband. Father's pain made the son to prepare 
to leave and so he did. He served to his wife one of three 
divorces, thinking, only Allah knows what was to be happened 
to his w'ife and to himself when he was away. The wife said 
that in accordance with the Sharia law. she would be free to 
marry after IJdah (a prescribed period of four months and ten 
days, which a Muslim woman is bound to wait for the new 



marriage after the separation or her husband dies.) but that she 
m\i wait for his return to marry him again. It was great 
sacrifice on the part of a mother who took courage to send her 
only son from Bukhara to Saharanpur for learning and also of 
a wife who willed to wait for his return. 

(Usulul Falah ~ Moulana Abrarul Haq) 

Mother of Moulana Abdul Majid Darya Abadi 

(U4^ aji j) 

Moulana Abdul Majid writes, "My mother was kind 
liearted, right-natured, considerate and generous. Whatever 
was brought home, she would send a considerable portion of it 
(0the needy. It was not her habit to store or save for 
tomorrow. Sometimes we were left with less share and would 
lodge protest to mother for it. Another was her practice that 
she cooked occasionally superb food just for poor relatives and 
neighbours and we had to be content with the usual daily diet. 
She spent her entire life in a way, difficult to undergo today. 
She was so shy and modest that she would be reluctant to meet 
even the ladies not familiar with. 

(Baron Ka Bachpan) 

Mother of Moulana Mufti Muhammad Shafe'e 

^ t ^ |i \) 

The mother of Moulana Mufti Muhammad Shafe'e 
belonged to the Sayyed family and had taken the oath of 
allegiance (Bay'et) to Moulana Gangohi. She spent rest of her 
life with her obedient son after she was widowed. She was not 
literate but was very particular about the prayers and fasting. 

She would work swiftly to get free earlier so that she might 
observe her prayers calmly. She would wait for the prayer lime 
keeping the watch in front. When she got weak-sighted she 
Would ask every one who passed by what the time was and 
how long it would take until there was Azan. Her frequent 
femembrance oi Allah had made her breath sounding like 
uttering Allah, Allah. Possibly she had no sense of it but we 
uliobserved day and night. She would tell us the narratives of 
the elders. She lived eleven years after her arrival in Pakistan 
ffom India and passed away in 1381 H. 


I 


(Hayat Mufti Azam) 
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Wife of Moulana Mufti Muhammad Shafe'e 


(U45U Ail) 

Moulana Muhammad Taqi 'Uthmani writes, "The 
biggest support to me and hope of life, after my father’s death, 
was my mother. Despite bed-ridden and grief stricken, her 
mere presence was a source of encouragement for us all. Her 
affectionate look would unload us of all worries and her sweei 
words would free us from all bitterness of life. But, alas! Now 
she is gone and took along the peace, harmony and calmness 
of our home-paradise. aJi Uij dJ Ul (Verily we are for 

Allah and unto Him we shall be returning.) 

Man is ungrateful by nature and the real value ofany 
person or thing can only be known when it is gone. Now I 
think of mother^ how great a gift of God she was. Those, 
whose mothers are still alive, are lucky persons. Castinga 
look of love on her face brings rewards equal to that of 
performing Hajj. A ways Kami's place became enviable for the 
Companions of the Prophet though he did not 

see the Prophet. His service to his mother brought him all 
rewards. Allah has granted one of His great blessings in the 
shape of the mother to every one in this world. Butaslongas 
she lives, she is not paid due respect commonly, and when she 
is no more, her absence is duly acknowledged but then it pays 
nothing. 1 am grateful to Allah, He let me enjoy the company 
of my mother for long thirty years. But now, when the 
embodiment of grace and affectionateness, my mother is gone 
on her eternal journey, her vacant room reminds me of my 

carelessness on the part of service to her. 

I duly feel that my meager efforts to take care of her 
were equal to nothing as compared to her great favours. All 
mothers are kind and affectionate to their children but my 
mother had an added quality. In addition to her common 
motherly role she was a whole institution in her person. She 
educated me not with books or lectures but she did that with 
her practices and traditions. Her life symbolized a complete 
code of noble precepts and practices. I learned a great deal 

from her contentment, doing endless and untiring efforts^ 
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sacriftce, self-respect and courage. The entire of my father’s 
life was devoted to the cause of Islam and my mother 
supported him in all weathers, living with all the hardships and 
troubles of time. She kept him free from all domestic 
distresses to let him do his job, unworried. 1 am sure her 
participation in the good deeds of my father shall highly be 
regarded in the Hereafter. She had taken Bay'at to Moulana 
Ashraf Ali Thanvi. She had great longing for devotions and 
adorations. The recitation from the Holy Quran, the recital of 
the approved words for the remembrance of Allah and praying 
(lieA/jwq/?/(supererogatory prayers) until after midnight in 
addition to the prescribed prayers was her daily practice. She 
continued all that with full vigour until her long illness 
confined her to bed. 


She would be exceedingly busy with the house works, 
upkeep of the children, compliance with the father's orders, 
tending of her sick and aged mother-in-law without spell from 
early morning to late night. Allah bestowed His great blessing 
upon her. She went twice no Hajj and once on LJmra She 
remained stuck to bed in the last thirteen years of her life and 
continued her practice of prayers as long as she could. But she 
was unable to do it after the stroke of paralysis left her 
disabled. Thence she would turn her face in the direction of 
Ka'bah and murmur the words of prayer. It was Saturday, 
Rajab 20 when she, out of intense thirst drank water in excess, 
which caused flatulence in her stomach. Meanwhile there was 
Am for the night prayer. She, in the struggle to turn towards 
Ka'bah, fainted. My elder brother Muhammad Radi, in whose 
house she was lodged, tried to support her but found her under 
the second stroke of paralysis. She began vomiting and ceased 


to speak. We were all in the state of shock when suddenly 
there was a noticeable movement in her hand, groping under 
the pillow, seemingly to search for something. I, thinking that 
she was searching for her rosary to tell her beads, as she would 
keep it under her pillow, gave the same in her hand. Her eager 
hold suggested that she wanted it. She told her beads for a 
while but got unconscious once again. The last movement of 
iter body in her senses was to pray prayers and of the hands to 
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tell her beads. 


She was removed to the Defence Medical Centre on 

the advice of the doctors where she was provided the best 

possible treatment but her end was nearing. She was in the 
state of coma since Monday to Thursday, when at 4 in the 
afternoon, her breath became irregular, which indicated the red 
signal. The doctors fought till the last while I recited the 
Yasin at the head of the bed. The last words of the Sura were 
on the tongue when she breathed her last. It was 23rd of 
Rajab, when my dear mother went to meet her Maker. 

j aJ' Lilj aU Lii 

(Verily we are for Allah and unto hint, m shall be 
returning.) 

Her face was calm and relaxed after years of distress 
and tension. Moulana Doctor Abdul Haiyy Arifi led the 
funeral prayer and she was buried close to my father's grave. 

(From Moulana Muhammad Tapi Vthmanij 

Wife of Haji Muhammad Sharif 

Haji Muhammad Sharif took her in marriage in June 
1929 after the death of his first wife. She was an embodiment 
of sincerity, piety, chastity and integrity. She had great 
devotion to Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi and would seek 
guidance from him in ali matters of her life. Consequently her 
life was very happy one. Her venerable husband had great 
regard for her. He writes, "The wife remains busy with 
household engagements. There is no maid to help. She is a 
person of integrity and faithfulness, punctual in observing 
prayers and fasting. Remembrance of Allah and to tell on her 
beads are parts of her daily practice. She keeps vigil and prays 
Tahajjud prayer with punctuality. In addition to do her duties 
bound from Allah, she is very obedient and is always after my 
pleasure. If ever she feels a slight change in my behavior, she 

becomes restless and does not leave until I am restored. She is, 
very truly, a woman of great virtues. 


7 



Her Love with the Tradition... 

...of the Prophet 4^ aUs 

When I intended to grow beard, Satan whispered that 
if! grew the beard, the wife would taunt me of old age. One 
day, after the evening prayer I opened my heart to her. She 
asked if shave was lawful or unlawful in Sharia. I told that to 
shave the beard was a sinful act as regards to Sharia and to 
grow beard a rewarding one. She said that why I was 
expecting from her to say for a sinful act. She told that she did 
not like the clean-shaven person and that I must grow the 
beard. 

She behaved with her step-daughters so kindly that 
none could say that their real mother might have treated them 
better than that Some items and jewellery of her dowry were 
doubted to be not purchased with clean income. Moulana 
Ashraf Ali Thanvi suggested that those should have been 
returned and she did so forthwith. If ever disharmony took 
place between the spouses, she took lead to apologize. Haji 
Sharif would be pleased with his well-mannered wife and said 
that Allah had blessed him with a paradise on the earth. She 
however never showed any leniency or relaxation on the part 
of upkeep and education of the children. She observed Hijab 
veiy strictly and despite most of the devotees of her husband 
were younger than her own children but even they had no 
exception. She obeyed all commands of Allah and the FVophet 

and frequently wrote to Moulana Ashraf Ali 
Thanvi to seek guidance on various issues. Here brief contents 
of some of letters and their answers are given. The detailed 
letters compiled in a book Maktubat 'O Malfuzat are available 
with Idarah Talifat Ashrafya, Chowk Fawara near Lucky 
Multan. 

Her Correspondence with Moulana Thanvi 

Moulana Sharif continues to say, "1 observed 
frequently that sometimes we expected a stem answer from 
Moulana but it would be quite opposite to our assumption 
while sometimes when we were expecting praise, a 
reprimanding letter would reach. He was a good human reader. 
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Once my wife wrote that she wished that she might command 
respect from other women, Moulana Thanvi answered that. 

that was not good. 

Then she wrote that she desired also not to be ^ 

considered bad by others. 

Moulana Thanvi's answer was, "Is there any difference 
between to be respected and to be considered not bad." 

She wrote, ”lf desire to win respect is some kind of 
illness, kindly prescribe the treatment." 

Moulana Thanvi: "Think of your shortcomings, ibis 
illness will be no more." 

Once she fell ill and remained on bed for one and half 
month. Her husband himself wrote to Moulana Thanvi,"My 
wife is sick and has been unconscious for one and halfmonlfi. 
Now, with your good wishes, she has returned to her senses 
and started to pray her prayers." 

Moulana Thanvi: (So, Allah willed).! 

wish her full and early recovery." 

An event related to the rearing of children 

Once we were staying with Moulana Thanvi s family, 
when my wife went with his junior wife to a nearby house, 

leaving her baby girl behind. Meanwhile the Moulana came 

home and inquired where they had gone. They, wholiao 
returned till then told the truth. He asked where the baby was 
left. My wife told that she was sleeping so she left her behind 

**Such a huge mistake", he said in a loud voice. Ml 
wife was perturbed to hear of his displeasure and aflcrw^ 
returned home, she sent him word of apology. 

He wrote in response, "Yes, indeed I was displeased- 
is very odd on the part of a mother to manifest such a blund^^ 
Just imagine, you left alone your little child, Allah forbid, 
cat might come upon there to harm the tiny soul. ShemigM*’^ 
frightened in dreadful dream and none was there to cofl^ 
her. Possibly she had been awakened suddenly and 
shocked to find herself all alone, which could leadto^^^ 




^fcbro-heart disorder. It was really a grave mistake on the 

of a mother." 

f 

She wrote, "I am terribly sorry for my folly. I pledge 
j^gverto repeat it. Your displeasure has put me on thorns. 1 beg 
your pardon." 

Moulana Thanvi answered, "The matter is not of my 
(jispleasure. The rights of children are identified by Allah 
Himself. To go adverse to them is not bearable.’* 

She wrote: "Kindly let me know my mistakes from 
lime to time." 

Moulana: "How can 1 know your follies." 

She wrote: "I have the habit of going on the self 
asserted way of life. Kindly suggest the corrective measures." 

Moulana: "Not only the self-assertion but also there is 
indiscretion, unkindness and mercilessness are part of your 
person. Disown all of them one by one." 

She wrote: "I pledge never to do so imprudently. I will 
not leave the sleeping child unprotected.! shall obey all 
commands of Allah and try to win His pleasure.But 1 am at 
unease profoundly due to your displeasure. Kindly pardon 

me.’ 


Moulana: "I am pleased at your sense to rectify the 
fault. 1 wish you succeed." 

She wrote: "1 shall control my unwise habits. One of 
ihem is that 1 like to go on my own will. Please advise me." 

Moulana: "I suggest, you must wait a bit to think over 
sfteryou intend to do some considerable job. Seek suggestion 
from your husband. I hope it will deliver, Insha Allah.'" 

She wrote: "I am grateful to Allah, you are happy with 
again. I reiterate not to advance unpremeditatedly, and 
seek opinion of my husband too, before I go ahead." 

Moulana: "May Allah make you constant." 

She wrote: "Secondly, I lack far-sightedness. 1 take 
start without foreseeing its repercussions which sometimes 
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Moulana: "Whenever it so happens, perform 

(ablution) and pray fo\xr Rakat Nqfl prdiytrs. Your heart will k. 

restored normal." 

She wrote: "I have already taken permission from you 
through my husband the previous day to accompany you^ 
junior wife to Kayrana but the Pirani Sahiba (Mrs. Thanvi) 
says that my husband would be troubled and my elder 
daughter whom I had intended to leave behind, would be sad 

without me, so I have decided to drop the programme." 

Moulana: *'All praises be to Allah, the signs of 

prudence and far-sightedness have started to be manifested. Ii 

was not in my knowledge that the elder daughter was to 
remain behind. In that case my opinion would have been 
otherwise." 

She wrote: "Now, please take my third shortcoming, 
unkindness. Kindly suggest the ways to do away with." 

Moulana: "Treat affectionately all the children 
apparently, at least, if not from heart. This willdevelop 
feelings of mercy and love in your heart with the passage of 
time." 

She wrote: "Sometimes my heart is filled with desire 

to write to the Pirani Sahiba to inquire about the welfare of 

you all. Kindly allow if it seems sound." 

Moulana: "f consider no harm in it.” 

She wrote: "Pleq^se note that what I write, is in my 
husband's notice but not necessarily be signed by him, 
however the reply envelope must bear on it the address of my 
husband. Is it right?" 

Moulana: "Just right. I am satisfied with your 
well-mannered style." 

She wrote: "Should it be appropriate to address the 

envelope like this - To, Pirani Sahiba Junior c/o you." 

Moulana: ’‘Yes, indeed/' 



disorder. Kindly ajdvise." 



She wrote: "I and my husband live a very happy life. It 


is seldom that our marital life is disturbed. Kindly let me be 
guided as I fear that exaggerated joys may not be undesirable." 

Moulana: "Nay, not so, rather it is good, provided you 
Jo not consider yourself deserving of it. Take it as Allah's 

Messing." 

She wrote: "Whether I should make remembrance of 
Allah in low voice or in a voice which should reach my 
liysband'sears?" 

Moulana: "I fear, lest your voice should be raised in 

excitement." 

She wrote: "I am still feeling weakness and unable to 
restore the practice of remembrance of Allah as previously but 
I like to remain connected to that. How I should continue until 
the full recovery." 

Moulana: "Repeat (There is no God but 

Allah) stilly." 

She wrote: "I have a confusion. Please guide me. Some 
times ladies of elite families or of my parental village come to 
see me and I do not like to face them in simple and unclean 
clothes so I put on neat, fine clothes. My Nafs (inner self) 
consoles me by making excuses that to save oneself from 
being looked down on is allowed in Sharia and I dressup with 
the same intention but my conscious is not fully clear.I am 
onable to decide whether it is saving of face or the effort to 
stand elevated in the ey^s of the visitors. Kindly guide me." 

Moulana: "If some one wears ordinary clothes though 
having in possession fine dresses, it is not cunningness." 

Passages of some other Letters of Hers and 
Answers from Moulana Thanvi 

She wrote: "Some times women come and start back 
biting others. I want not to listen but I am shy enough to ask 
them to stop just because I do not want them to be angry with 
•t'e. Kindly guide, how I should save myself from sins." 

Moulana: "It is better to leave that spot on some 
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excuse and if it is not possible, condemn it in heart ” ^ 

She wrote: "1 have the habit of flying in to passion 
instantly and some times I beat the children." 

Moulana: '‘Write in detail whether your wrath is 
justiTied or not and it is moderate or extreme. Moreover, 

whether there is verbal exhibition of wrath or action is also 
carried out, give examples." 

She wrote: "I am confident, by the grace of Allah 1 am 
right and 1 do not run into rage unjustly.Sometimes the baby 
girl licks wall-mud, some child tells a lie, some one takes 
something of the other stealthily, some girlgoesout 
bare-headed and some indulge in mischievous acts or does not 
learn the lesson. Such practices enrage me to give them 
sometimes a sound beating. Generally I give three, four or five 
blows with fist on the back. I am in extreme rage then, but 
when soon it subsides, I feel sorr> that why I had behaved so 
unkindly.*' 

Moulana: "Punishment should be for correction so do 
not beat roughly and not more than two light slaps at a lime 
and that must be on the back. Do not blow with stick or fist." 

She wrote: "Various thoughts come into mind during 1 
pray the prayers and recite the Holy Quran. I try to prevent 
them but to no avail. How these thoughts could be prevented." 

Moulana: "Unintentional thoughts have no 
significance. Do not worry yourself about them." 

She wrote: "Kindly guide how I should be absorbed in 
prayers and Quran." 

Moulana: "You must try to concentrate, then ifyo“ 
can or cannot, you will get your full reward." 

She wrote: "I am in another trouble. I am frightened w 
enter the room without light when alone and the husband 
away. I fear, lest I should lose belief in destiny and trust iJ’ 
Allah. Kindly tell me how I could secure the both." 

Moulana: "It is very odd to be misguided 
matters. Is there vacillation of belief behind your fear? 
better to discuss it with your husband." 
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Salihflf 

She wrote: "1 have little longing to work for the Din. 
/albeit, the heart of the woman is very moving but I can't weep. 
Tbe reason behind this is that 1 consider myself ignorant and 
illiterate. I do keep care of fair or unfair but it lacks excitement 
and will. Please suggest some measures, which may enable me 
10 do better in the way of Din.'* 


Moulana: "To enforce the D//?, an urge and the 
meditated efforts are needed, not longing. As for the 
excitement, it sometimes harms the health and hinders the 
smooth functioning and rather damages the quality of work 
particularly on the part of women, as they are weak-hearted. 
You should just pray to have delight to act upon the 
injunctions of Din.** 

She wrote: "Now a days I am having twelve rounds of 
recitations to tell my beads whereas 1 wish to do more. Kindly 
suggest, if you agree, a suitable Wazifa (Koranic words to tell 
one's beads) may be initiated in addition to the previous one." 


Moulana: "It is better to increase the count of the Vird 
(The Divine words prescribed to be recited on beads) of your 
choice out of the twelve recitals daily." 


She wrote: "It has been my wish since long to make 
some present to you. I have just sold out some embroidered 
clothes of my dowry for one and half rupee. If you kindly 
approve, I may convey the same through my husband to you." 


Moulana: "I am ready to accept it as 1 am satisfied 
with your sincerity. The cause behind a refusal or reluctance to 
accept a present stems from the inexistence of the satisfaction 
of mind." 


She wrote: "1 have another problem. Sometimes a 
woman targets me for nothing and talks non-sense, which 
hurts my heart. 1 neither take it significantly nor 1 take any step 
I to answer her, instead, I restore my normal relationship with 
her after all. However 1 repine at, why she did so." 

Moulana: "This is not any sickness but it is your 
nature, which must have a limit and 1 hope you live with it. 
Jtist keep conscious, the breakup must not be more than three 
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Meanwhile Moulana 
elicit the explanation of some points. Thus he asked 



in ^ 


Moulana: "When your heart is pleased to have 
received a word of praise from others for your devotions or 
attributes whether it leaves impression on your belief and 

practices or not?" 


She wrote: "1 do not think my beliefs and practices are 
affected with it. It so happens sometimes that when a woman 

wants the decree of Sharia about any of her problem and if I 
do not know about that, 1 tell her to wait until 1 consult my 
husband on it. I, however do feel a bit degraded not to answer 
her query." 

Moulana: "You hopefully, as I know, do not misguide 
or evade the clients just to hide your ignorance." 

She wrote: "What I know, I do tell the inquirer but 
with a sense of pride that I am the knower and she is not." 

Moulana: "Whenever you sense the pride in yourself, 
recollect your previous follies and the shortcomings and also 
work to establish in mind that all you know is God-granted 
Who can take back if and when He wills." 

She wrote: "I do not* find the longing and excitement 
within me about Din in general but when I speak to someone 
about it, I do with great enthusiasm and emotions, which 1 
fear, may be taken as ostentation. In addition to it if I sense, 
you are looking me while I am praying the prayers, 1 shall do it 
with great humility and concentration just to please you as 
your pleasure is of great esteem to me. This also gives the look 
of showoff. If you too regard it the show, kindly suggest the 
measures to mend. Secondly, we are leaving for back home 
today, 1 beg to pray for our safe journey." 

Moulana: "Show off depends upon your intention. If 
your practices are not ostensible by intention, then it is of no 
consequence. You can balance the case by considering that 
Allah is sighting you while praying the prayers." 

She wrote.^ "I do not love to stay long while praying 
my prayers. I see myself in haste. The same is the condition 




Jen making supplications. Be merciful to guide me what 1 

;)iould do to stay longer when praying the prayers and making 

jyppiications." 


Moulana: "You are to just make effort to be staying 
more at prayers. It will be done with repeated practices." 

She wrote: "As you know my neighbours are very nice 
people. Their women are good natured and modest. You have 
permitted me to visit them. Now another situation has arisen 
that whenever some lady guest comes to their house, my heart 
isfilled with the anxiety to see her and after I am sure of 
inexistence of the males, 1 do try to sight from above the wall 
or from the roof and occasionally have a chat as well. Is it 
right and should 1 continue it." 

Moulana: "It should not be done frequently. Surrender 
sometime to your heart and fight against it sometime. Do not 
Ihinkover non-sense matters and do not be welLclad when go 
to see them." 

She wrote: "I had once written to you that sometimes 
the heart seemed devoid of the Belief and many suspicions 
arise. 1 pray to be guided." 

Moulana: "Learn to live with these uninvited thoughts. 
Get unconcerned of them and pay your attention to other 
necessary issues." 

She wrote: "This town of ours abounds with beggars. 
Some of them come in groups beating drums, some are 
wandering entertainers with bears, some are young and strong, 
some others are weak and crippled. Some of them do not 
accept what is given and insist for more. 1 am hesitant, to give 
alms to healthy and strong beggars but do not love to refuse. 
Hcaseshow me the right way." 

Moulana: "It is not advisable to give alms to those who 
^stQutand healthy and begging is their profession but refuse 
*kem tenderly." 

She wrote: "I have a step daughter whom 1 
J^asionally give a mild punishment for her follies. Once I 

her with a stick and she was hurt. !, out of repentance 


I 

^t> 
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Meanwhile Moulana Thanvi would alsowriteto^ 
elicit the explanation of some points. Thus he asked in a lei J 

Moulana; "When your heart is pleased to be 
received a word of praise from others for your devotions ot 
attributes whether it leaves impression on your belief and 

practices or not?" 

She wrote: "I do not think my beliefs and practices are 
affected with it. It so happens sometimes that when a woman 
wants the decree of Sharia about any of her problem and if I 
do not know about that, I tell her to wait until I consult my 
husband on it. I, however do feel a bit degraded not to answer 
her query." 

Moulana: "You hopefully, as I know, do not misguide 
or evade the clients just to hide your ignorance.” 

She wrote: "What 1 know, I do tell the inquirer but 
with a sense of pride that 1 am the knower and she is not." 

Moulana: "Whenever you sense the.pride in yourself, 
recollect your previous follies and the shortcomings and also 
work lo establish in mind that all you know is God-granted 
Who can take back if and when He wills." 

She wrote: "1 do not-find the longing and excitement 
within me about Din in general but when I speak to someone 
about it. I do with great enthusiasm and emotions, which 1 
fear, may be taken as ostentation, fn addition to it if I sense, 
you are looking me while I am praying the prayers, I shall do it 

with great humility and concentration just to please you as 
your pleasure is of great esteem to me. This also gives the look 
of showoff. If you too regard it the show, kindly suggest the 
measures to mend. Secondly, we are leaving for back home 
today, / beg to pray for our safe journey." 

Moulana: "Show off depends upon your intention. If 
your practices are not ostensible by intention, then it is of no 
consequence. You can balance the case by considering that 
Allah is sighting you while praying the prayers," 

She wrote.'- “I do not love to stay long while praying 
my prayers. I see myself in haste. The same is the condition 



^yllen making supplications. Be merciful to guide me what I 
jfiould do to stay longer when praying the prayers and making 
jypplications.” 


Moulana: "You are to just make effort to be staying 
more at prayers. It will be done with repeated practices." 


She wrote: "As you know my neighbours are very nice 
people. Their women are good natured and modest. You have 
permitted me to visit them. Now another situation has arisen 
that whenever some lady guest comes to their house, my heart 
is filled with the anxiety to see her and after I am sure of 
inexistence of the males, I do try to sight from above the wall 
or from the roof and occasionally have a chat as well. Is it 
right and should I continue it." 


Moulana: "It should not be done frequently. Surrender 
sometime to your heart and fight against it sometime. Do not 
ihinkover non-sense matters and do not be well-clad when go 
to see them." 


She wrote: "I had once written to you that sometimes 
the heart seemed devoid of the Belief and many suspicions 
arise. 1 pray to be guided." 

Moulana: "Learn to live with these uninvited thoughts. 
Get unconcerned of them and pay your attention to other 
necessary issues." 

She wrote: "This town of ours abounds with beggars. 
Some of them come in groups beating drums, some are 
wandering entertainers with bears, some are young and strong, 

some Others are weak and crippled. Some of them do not 
accept what is given and insist for more. I am hesitant, to give 
alms to healthy and strong beggars but do not love to refuse. 
Please show me the right way." 

Moulana: "It is not advisable to give alms to those who 
stout and healthy and begging is their profession but refuse 
*l>cm tenderly." 

She wrote: "1 have a step daughter whom I 
occasionally give a mild punishment for her follies. Once 1 
her with a stick and she was hurt. !, out of repentance 
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made penitence and sought pardon of Allah. The thought arose 
that 1 should apologise from the girl but hesitated to think that 
it would spoil her habits and the desired results could not be 
gained. I shall be grateful if you kindly suggest what measures 
I should take as remedy. 

Moulana: "Behave kindly to please her." 

She wrote: "The ladies of here, Thana Bhawan wear 
tight-legged trousers while in Punjab they pul on flapper 
pyjamas. Would you allow me to wear the flappers?" 

Moulana: "If it is a familiar dress and does not look 
strange to wear, then there should be no reason not to allow." 

She wrote: "A woman suffered greatly at the hands of 
another woman and now with the turn of events she is to tend 
that unkind woman and she does it with constraint and 
unheartily. Kindly opine, as I fear, this may not be an 
insincerity." 

Moulana: "Nay, this, instead is a more virtuous 
exercise and more rewarding from Allah." 

She wrote: "The bubonic plague has broken out in our 
town. The doctors, police and the guards do not allow anyone 
to enter or quit the town. People of the town have started 
living in the suburbs of the town. We are still in our home and 
trust in Allah but sometimes we are worried. Mercifully pray 
Allah, He may rid the town of the epidemic and make our 
household immune from the deadly disease." 

Moulana: "I pray with humility but mind it, you 
wasted my time and yours by writing down a detailed account 
of the event." 

She wrote: "1 apologize, I unwittingly and 
unnecessarily prolonged the narrative and wasted your time." 

Moulana: "You did indeed." 

She wrote: "I beg you to pray that I may die a devout 

Muslim." 


Moulana: "1 do pray." 


She wrote: "My father died suddenly and the severe 
^l^ockjeft me bewildered. 1 was caught unawares. I almost lost 
senses and wept bitterly and cried loudly. Later I repented 
jllthat. Kindly pray Allah, He may grant me fortitude to 
jiidurelhe great loss." 

Moulana: "May Allah grant you endurance and 
ptience, however, raising of voice unintentionally is not 
' against patience." 

She wrote: "Kindly beg Allah’s pardon for my father." 
Moulana: "w»;' ♦ 4 ^^" 

I (May Allah pardon hint, May Allah bestow His 
blessings upon hint.) 

I She wrote: "Kindly pray that Allah may give me 
courage and strength to follow the injunctions of the Faith 
completely." 

Moulana: ''Amin'' 

She wrote: "And that Allah may pardon my sins." 

Moulana: "Amin." 

She wrote: "You, once had prohibited the suckling 
mothers to pray Tahajjud prayer leaving their babies, weeping. 
l,too, by that reason could not pray Tahajjud prayer regularly. 

If 1, under these circumstances should perform the Tahajjud 
prayer immediately after the night prayer?" 

Moulana: "It is allowed so but whenever possible, the 
Tahajjud prayer must be prayed at the proper time." 

She wrote: "To see a well-clad woman arouses the 
desire to have the fine dress like hers. Sometimes I even 
I demand the same from my husband. Kindly suggest some way 
I of being unconcerned of the worldly temptations." 

Moulana: "It is undesirable to be extreme on the part 
of adornment and decoration, however moderation and 
reasonableness is ok. Being moderate means not to emulate or 
‘rriitate instantly but try to get it off the mind and if it does not, 
loon, when the new clothes are really needed, they may be got 
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of choice. Otherwise, if you have enough extra money, you 
may purchase the cloth but keep it untailored until the useable 
clothes are worn out to be replaced by new ones. 


(Maktoobat-o-Malfoozat Ashrafm) 

Mother of Kawab Ishrat Ali Khan Qaisar 

Mother of Nawab Ishrat had taken oath of allegiance 
(Bay'et) to Moulana Thanvi. She was a devoted Muslim and 
was rightly capable of being called the Rabe'a of today 6\it \o 
her virtuous life. Recitation from the Holy Quran, additional 
prayers, remembrance of Allah, giving away charity, strictly 
following the Traditions of the Holy Prophet ((JL-j 4J> J-?) 
were her every day and every time practices. 

She died on 26th Moharram 1406H. It was Friday, that 
day. j aJi litj 4 JJ Ui 


(Verily we are for Allah and verily unto Him we 
shall be returning,) 

On our request her able son Nawab Ishrat Ali Qaisar 
penned down a note on her, which is given in the following. 

”Mother was a woman of outstanding qualities. She 
lived 93 years. After Pakistan came into being, she, with my 
father would come to spend a few days with us here in 
Karachi, from time to time. She, however, settled here in after 
years and had been living in Karachi for the eleven years prior 
to her death. She underwent a long illness, the distressing and 
agonizing days, which she passed with extreme patience and 
endurance. Whenever she had a stroke of angina, she would 
start reciting the Sacred words to remember Allah. Eight years 
before her death, her shin-bone had fractured and the doctors 
advised an operation to get it fixed by inserting a steel plate. 
But she, despite the leave from Sharia, opted to live crippled, 
as she was terribly shy to open a part of her body to a stranger. 
She prayed prayers, kept fasts and made recitation of the Holy 
Quran since the early childhood. She would pray the Tahajjud 

prayer with the punctuality like that of the prescribed prayers. 


She seldom had shown laxity on the part of lifelong practice of 
fjrly dawn devotions. To such extent that the night she had 
hurt her head, actually, she had risen to pray the Tahajjud. She 
made ablution but collapsed before she could proceed further. 
As she was laid on bed, she insisted to pray the prayer, she had 
intended for. But, meanwhile, she had a severe brain 
haemorrhage and went into coma. She remained in the same 

condition for two and half days. On the third day when we 
were reciting of Kalima Tayyaba (AiJ\ 4JLii dt *i) 

([here is no God but Allah and Muhammad is His Prophet 

j^.) and Kalima Shahadat j ^ 

(I bear witness that there is no God but Allah and 
Muhammad is His slave and the Prophet,), she lifted her 
forefinger, probably to testify. That was her last action and 
thereupon she commended her soul to Allah. She was a 
devotee to Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi. His books would 
remain under her constant study. She had a dream one year 
before Moulana Thanvi died and she saw the Prophet of Allah 
(|JLa jUf dll JU>) saying about Moulana Thanvi that the sun was 
setting. She had a similar dream sometime later when she saw 
the moon setting, which was assumed to indicate the demise 
of Shah Abdul Ghanl Phulpuri. Moulana Hakim Muhammad 
Akhtar detailed her dreams in his book M'arfat Ilahyyah. 
Allah had granted her divining abilities and she could indicate, 
some of the events to come with her wisdom and sometimes 
she would be given indication in dreams. She was fortunate 
enough to vision the Prophet Muhammad ddi in 

dreams many times. Mufti Muhammad Shafe’e would speak of 
her in his gatherings to be a divinely guided lady. 

She would teach the girls the Quran AUKarim and 
hKM lever (Heavenly ornaments - by Moulana Thanvi), At 
her home she greatly loved to recite of the Holy QurSn. She 
would finish the Quran Al-Karim in three days in the month of 
Ramadan while in six to seven days in other than Ramadan. 
This practice continued until her death. Sometimes she spent 
all the night in reading the Holy Quran. She would narrate that 
^hen she lay in bed the various vepses and Suras of the Quran 
encircled her bed, in the shapes signifying their names in the 
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of choice. Otherwise, if you have enough extra money, you 
may purchase the cloth but keep it untailored until the useable 
clothes are worn out to be replaced by new ones. 

(Maktoobat-o-Malfoozat Ashrafiya) 

Mother of Nawab Ishrat All Khan Qaisar 

Mother of Nawab Ishrat had taken oath of allegiance 
(Bay'et) to Moulana Thanvi. She was a devoted Muslim and 
was rightly capable of being called the Rabe'a of today 
her virtuous life. Recitation from the Holy Quran, additional 
prayers, remembrance of Allah, giving away charity, strictly 
following the Traditions of the Holy Prophet ((*!-; 
were her every day and every' time practices. 

She died on 26th Moharram 1406H. It was Friday, that 
day. j 4 J 1 Uij4Uui 

(Verily we are for Allah and verily unto Him we 
shall be returning.) 

On our request her able son Nawab Ishrat Ali Qaisar 
penned down a note on her, which is given in the following. 

'’Mother was a woman of outstanding qualities. She 
lived 93 years. After Pakistan came into being, she, with my 
father would come to spend a few days with us here in 
Karachi, from time to time. She, however, settled here in after 
years a.nd had been living in Karachi for the eleven years prior 
to her death. She underwent a long illness, the distressing and 
agonizing days, which she passed with extreme patience and 
endurance. Whenever she had a stroke of angina, she would 
start reciting the Sacred words to remember Allah. Eight years 
before her death, her shin-bone had fractured and the doctors 
advised an operation to get it fixed by inserting a steel plate. 
But she, despite the leave from Sharia, opted to live crippled, 
as she was terribly shy to open a part of her body to a stranger. 

She prayed prayers, kept fasts and made recitation of the Holy 
Quran since the early childhood. She would pvdiy iht Tahajjud 
prayer with the punctuality like that of the prescribed prayers. 


jlic seldom had shown laxity on the part of lifelong practice of 
gjrly dawn devotions. To such extent that the night she had 
Ijyrt her head, actually, she had risen to pray the Tahajjud. She 
made ablution but collapsed before she could proceed further. 
As she was laid on bed, she insisted to pray the prayer, she had 
intended for. But, meanwhile, she had a severe brain 
haemorrhage and went into coma. She remained in the same 
condition for two and half days. On the third day when we 
were reciting of Kalima Tayyaba Jj--j 4JLJ< *i) 
(There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is His Prophet 

iUi and Kalima Shahadat 

(I bear witness that there is no God but Allah and 
Muhammad is His slave and the Prophet.) ^ she lifted her 
forefinger, probably to testify. That was her last action and 
thereupon she commended her soul to Allah. She was a 
devotee to Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi. His books would 
remain under her constant study. She had a dream one year 
before Moulana Thanvi died and she saw the Prophet of Allah 

saying about Moulana Thanvi that the sun was 
setting. She had a similar dream sometime later when she saw 
the moon setting, which was assumed to indicate the demise 
of Shah Abdul Ghani Phulpuri. Moulana Hakim Muhammad 
Akhtar detailed her dreams in his book M'arfat Ilahyyah. 
Allah had granted her divining abilities and she could indicate, 
some of the events to come with her wisdom and sometimes 
she would be given indication in dreams. She was fortunate 
enough to vision the Prophet Muhammad 
dreams many times. Mufti Muhammad Shafe'e would speak of 
her in his gatherings to be a divinely guided lady. 

She would teach the girls the Quran AUKarim and 
hhisHi lever (Heavenly ornaments - by Moulana Thanvi). At 
her home she greatly loved to recite of the Holy Quran. She 
would finish the Quran Al-Karim in three days in the month of 
Ramadan while in six to seven days in other than Ramadan. 
This practice continued until her death. Sometimes she spent 
all the night in reading the Holy Quran. She would narrate that 
when she lay in bed the various vepses and Suras of the Qur4n 

encircled her bed, in the shapes signifying their names in the 
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Quran, sometimes in such a large number that she had to 

shrink her legs in respect. The cataract had diminished her 
eyesight but she could read the Holy Quran without the 
glasses. She went on Hajj three times and visited the Prophet's 
tomb. She, once also went on Umra in the month of Ramadan. 
She waited for the month of fasts very eagerly.She kept ail 
fasts in her last Ramadan save five or six, despite illness and 
weakness. She was beneficiary of Allah’s special favour and 
she was able to go through with what she intended. She had 
maintained the account of her Zakat and sacrifice and very 
generously gave away the charity. She loved to give the needy 
by herself. She had a widow maid who had been with the 

I 

household for 30 years and she took her every where she went 
and fed her what she herself ate and clothe her as she clothed 
herself. Once, the maid fell ill with heart disease. Shewentto 
hospital on wheel chair, despite her disability, to inquire about 
the maid's health. 



t 


Moulana Thanvi mentioned her in his work, 
Bazm-e-Jamshed in these words, "As I have heard she is an 
embodiment of sincerity and obedience to Allah. She is able to 
be followed. She, albeit belongs to a well off family, has in her 
nature an extreme humility, forbearance and patience." 

After Moulana Thanvi died, she would seek guidance 
from Moulana Mufti Mahmud Hasan and then from Mufti 
Muhammad Shafe’e, She would go to Darul Ulum, Korangito 
inquire about his health, when mufti Shafe'e was ill. As 
Moulana Thanvi's successors were aware of his kindness to 
her so they regarded her greatly. She prayed frequently for Dr. 
Muhammad Abdul Haiyy and said, ''May he live long to serve 
even more Allah's servants as he is doingja lot for the people's 
welfare," She remembered him many times in two or three 
days prior to her death. 


Whenever Moulana Faqir Muhammad came to 
Karachi and called at her, she asked him to pray for her to die 
while in purity and faithfulness and agonies of death easy 
for her. Thanks to Allah, all of hei calls were answered. She 
longed ever to die on Friday and Allah' granted her the grace- 


Agdied as the Azan for the Juma prayer was raised. 

Her funeral rites were completed in two hours and she 
^i 5 buried before the sun set. We pray Allah she may be 
jounted amongst the beneficiaries of the Prophet's aXJi 
L j) decree, he made in favour of those who die on Fridays 
jnd she may be granted entry to Paradise without ever being 

questioned. 

Wife of Moulana Shamsul Haq Afghani 

aXJi 

Moulana Shamsul Haq Afghani lived eight or nine 
years in Bahawalpur. His wife was a righteous woman and 
very punctual with prayers and observed the Ramadan fasts 
with great strictness. She never showed laxity on the part of 
any act of virtue, howsoever small it might be. She prayed the 
Tahajjud, Ishraq and Awwabin very regularly. In addition to 
that, she paid proper attention to her household works. Most 
of her time however was spent in reading the Qur^n Al-Karim 
and remembering Allah. She would send food to the poor and 
needy once in a week very regularly. She used to advise her 
relatives and friends to do good ever, either it was big or 
small. She would say, "Do, what you could to deliver good in 
the short span of your life." She was very careful about the 
education of the children and to incline them towards the right 
way, she guided them with suitable examples. She would tell 
the women neighbours to be considerate of the needs of their 
husbands, children, relatives and neighbours and persuaded 
them to give away charity generously. She behaved kindly 
with all and sundry. The new comers were also welcomed like 
the old mates. Her husband Moulana Afghani was the 
Successor to Mufti Muhammad Hasan and pupil of Moulana 
Anwar Shah Kashmiri. He was the Shaykhut^Tafsir (head of 
the department of exegetical study of the Quran Al-Karim) at 
Darul Ulum Deoband. 




(By Sawed Ataullah Shah) 
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Wife of Dr. Muhammad Abdul Haiyy Arifi 

(U^Jp 4II1 w j) 

She, too was one of the voteresses of Moulana Ashraf 
Aii Thanvi and she had taken Bay*et (oath of allegiance) to 
him. Her father Sayyed Ali Sajjad was the authorized X/jo/i/a 
(S uccessor) to Moulana Thanvi. Her maternal grandfather 
Kazim Hussayn was among forefathers of her husband, Dr. 
Arifi. Her mother was a God-favoured woman who has been 
mentioned in detail in the biography of Dr. Arifi. She was 
bom in 1907 and was married to Dr. Arifi in December 1925 
in Shah Abad (U.P.) where her father was deputy collector. 
The marriage took place with simplicity, despite her father's 
social and official status. Her life was a true example of good 
manners, patience and forbearance. She was a woman of great 
devotions and also was a good housekeeper. She had no love 
for the jewellery and the garments and gave away her clothes 
and other things to the poor. When she died, she had a few 
clothes to wear. She served her husband madly. She neither 
complained to her husband, nor made him to complain. She 
knew her husband's disposition and behaved accordingly and 
was reciprocated by him. She was called by all and 
sundry. She died on 2nd July, 1991 in Karachi, five years and 
three months after her husband's demise. She was buried in the 


graveyard of the Darul Ufum near Dr. Arifi's grave to the west 
of it. 


fBy her son, Sahibzada Hasan Abbas) 

Mother of Hakim Muhammad Saeed 

Here is an excerpt from Hakim Muhammad Saeed's 
work **Baron Ka Bachpan " (The childhood of the elders.) 

My mother, Rabe'a Begum was a very tender hearted 
lady but she never compromised on her principles. All her 
affectionateness was until her strict principles were 
challenged. She was always uncompromising on the matters 
related to the education of the children. She forced mostly on 
the morality. She did not hesitate to punish severcly on any tot 


jjf bad manners. Once, we alt were having meals when 
suddenly, I had a burst of laughter. She was displeased and 
(iiade me to leave home forthwith. It was considered a 

a 

violation of manners to laugh before elders. 

She strictly observed the injunctions of Islam. When 1 
went to bed and rose the next morning, I always found her 
standing on the prayer rug. She was equally vigilant whether 
her children had prayed their prayers or not. She wanted to see 
us good Muslims, as she believed a good Muslim is always a 
good citizen. 

B1 Amman — Mother of Moulana Muhammad 

All Jawhar (U^JLp aUi ^4^ j) 

This is true that Bi Amman came to be Icnown every 
where after her illustrious sons, Moulana Muhammad Ali and 
Koulana Shoukat Ali but this is equally true that both the 
brothers were indebted to their mother for all their character 
building, Islamic zeal, political ardour and liberality. It is an 
undeniable fact that their religious and political motivation 
was due to’the far sightedness of Bi Amman. The history bears 
witness to the conclusion that Ali Brathran were not the cause 
of their mother’s great rank where as behind all their 
achievements, Bi Amman’s constant support was an open 
secret. All went smoothly as long as she lived but some 
variations and deviations did took place after her death. 

When both the brothers were under arrest, the then 
British rulers of India put some conditions before them that if 
they signed the paper they would be released. Today arrest has 
become very common and its common-ness has obliterated its 
terror, so in no way dreadfiilness of the arrest under the alien 
rulers could be imagined. Bi Amman got wind of the matter. It 
was still undecided by the Ali Brathran but their courageous 
mother gave her decision in a single sentence. She said, "If 
Shoukat and Muhammad Ali accept the conditional release, 1 
will strangle them both with my frail and shaking hands." 
Animating word of her spread all around and every one came 
to know the motherland had such determined daughters. 

(Urdu Disest- Yearly issue 1994) 
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Mother of Moulana Abdul Haq (Akora 

Khattak) (U^ j) 

Today when, even the male observants of the 
injunctions of the Faith and its discipline are very rare, a 
female in the shape of our grandmother was there who had 
revived the traditions of the Muslims of the earlier ages. We 
were unable to Find her ever unmindful of the remembrance of 
Allah and the Hereafter. What to talk of the prescribed prayers, 
she would observe the supererogatory devotions just like the 
obligatories. She was a staunch observant of each and every 
injunction of Islam to its true soul. We could hardly make her 
agreeable to benefit from the permission of Sharia in case of 
illness or old age, i.e. to observe Tayammam, to pray the 
prayer in sitting posture or in severe illness to pray with the 
movement of the forefinger while lying in bed. It had been her 
practice for years to retire to Aitkaf (Voluntary seclusion in the 
last ten days of Ramadan for undisturbed, full time devotions). 
Her constancy could be judged from the fact that she adhered 
to her life-long practice till the year prior to her death, though 
all were praying her not to keep fast due to extreme oldageand 
weakness. At Iftar (lawful breaking of the fast by sunset) she 
could hardly be agreed to break the fast, as she feared lest we 
should, feed her before the prescribed time, mercifully. 

When I recollect my childhood memories, I seethe 
grandma working her hand mill to grind wheat and with it 
reciting the verses from the Quran Al-Karim in her sweet 
voice. Her reciting and whirring of the grinding would mingle 
to imbue the body with an ineffable pleasure. She would say 
that her work got easier with the auspiciousness of Al-Quiin. 
She would always pray to Allah to protect her from agonies of 
death and Hell. Whenever we inquired about her health, she 
said, "TTiese days shall go this way or the other, think of the 
Hereafter.” She prayed that she might die while in the state of 
Believing. Her all calls to Allah were answered positively. The 
hour she died went swiftly as if she was Just sleeping. She 
wished to die on Friday and the same happened. 

She got her love for prayers and other devotions from 
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parents, particularly from her mother. What she recounted, 
llie details of her mother's preoccupation with her devotions 
juddisciplined life, was amazing. According to her, she 
observed fast ten days each of Zilhaj and Moharram plus three 
loonths and seven days each year. 

The same practice was opted by the grandma. She was 
equally careful about the matters other than devotions. She 
was a person of great piety. She had lost her eyesight some 
thirty five years prior to her death which could be restored by 
an operation but she did not agree despite repeated insistence 
of all the household just because she had a great hesitation to 
open her face to the mate strangers, which she considered, was 
against the norms of Sharia. 

She uttered not a single word against the prescribed 
norms of morality in her entire life. She would sit on the 
prayer-rug form early dawn to after the sunrise to observe her 
devotions. Then she taught Al-Quran to the children of the 
neighbours before she started her housework. She spent the 
hours form Asr (Afternoon prayer) to Isha (night prayer) on 
the prayer-rug and then spoke to all the children before going 
to bed on Islamic injunctions, narratives of the elders, the 
Hereafter, the Hades, Hell and Pul Sirat (an extremely narrow 
bridge, the only way to Paradise). The interesting details 
would engage me, though I was too young to comprehend all 

that. 

Wife of Moulana Abdul Haq was also very assiduous 
woman. She cooked food for long forty years for both the 
students and the teachers of the Madrassah and in after years, 
however, for teachers alone. She met her obligations in all 
weathers. While Moulana's mother, old and frail, would make 

the dough. 

(Moulana Samiul Hag) 

Wife of Mufti Niyaz Muhammad Khatni 

(U4^ aJUi j) 

My mother was the youngest daughter of Qari Abual 
Hasan. When my father Mufti Niyaz Muhammad 
Khatni,domiciled in Bahawalnagar to take charge of 
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Madrassah Jam’eul Ulum, Eidgah on the instruction of fils 
teacher, he was all alone there. He had no relative, no friend 
and no property. Qari Abual Hasan had given him his dearest 
daughter in marriage just after his piety, knowledge and 

virtuous manners. The house, where my mother came as bride, 
had nothing save name of Allah and His Prophet (4^dli jU 
(^j). It is to be noted that an abject poor does possess 

something or the other but this poor soul had nothing, indeed. 
My mother however showed great courage, sincerity, 

constancy and patience and made the cottage, a happy home. 
She never complained to my father of that, for which my 

father always appreciated her greatly and would say to us,. 
"Respect your mother, she is fVa//a (saintess). She wasa 
woman of great virtues, a devoted wife and an embodiment of 
humility and continence. To serve everyone was her choice. 
She obliged all with her service but did not letherselfbe 
served by anyone. She always wished to die at work and 
disliked to depend upon others. She had made the purpose of 
her life to serve her mother and the husband. She was equally 
considerate of the relatives, guests, the poor and participated 
in the suffering and joys of the others. She was animated with 
the love to serve the orphans in addition to having numerous 
other noble qualities. She would invite the minor students of 
the Madrassah to let them have breakfast inside the house. In 
case the number of the students increased and the space 
available in the Madrassah was inadequate, she would lodge 
them at her home. She assisted her husband in running the 
Madrassah to all her extent, as he was unaware of the local 


language, whereabouts and the people. 

The paralysis had reduced her mother to bed and she 
was not even able to rise to go to the lavatory. All her 
requirements were met at the bed. She tended her mother for 
two and half years with great selflessness. Sometimes, wc 
children asked her to take rest for a while, saying, "You are 
always at the service of your mother.” 


"My dear, she is your grandmother, but mother of me* 
You are mindful of your mother's rest why I should not be of 
mine." She answered and would spend the night, wide-awake* 
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Two weeks before she died, she had come to us in 
^chi. One night, after the Isha prayer we were having a 
chat when a hawker cried out his peanut in the street. I rose 
jnd brought some peanut and we cracked open poor man's 
almond till late night to fill the room air with the crackling, 
pie peanut seller came again the other day and cried out as 
usual. The mother asked us to buy some peanut from him. I 
told her that I had brought fruits and we«would eat them up 
that day. But she insisted that he had come in the hope of 
selling to us as we had done the previous day. My younger 
brother Khaliq tried to explain that they were peddlers and it 
was their business. The mother got furious at him and said, 
"Think not always of yourself, many are others who deserve to 
be considered about. Just see, the poor is wandering in the 
streets and his wife and children awaiting back home his 
return with the sell out money." She persisted until I rose to 
buy the stuff and as long as she lived with us, the peanuts was 
bought every night, as the seller came. 


She was very simple-minded lady. Once we went to 
visit a family of relatives where television was on. The mother 
instantly drew the /fijal}. She was told that the persons looking 
on the T.V. screen could not see us but she did not agree and 
said, "How it is possible, just see how the wild guys are 
staring at us.” 


How our mother was wedded to our father is a 
narratable event. Reportedly, before to decide the marriage of 
her daughter, the wife of Qari Abual Hasan, our maternal 
grandmother, sent Qari Muhammad Rafiq, the younger brother 
of her husband to see the boy, our would be father. 


Qari Muhammad Rafiq reported her back in the 
following words, as he described to us later, ”0, Hajjan (title 
of the woman who has performed Hajj) if you are in search of 
worldly wealth, he has nothing.A worn and crackled teapot, 
three or four cups almost like the teapot, a worn out rug, a 
blanket with perforations here and there and a few books are 
ill he owns. If you are after knowledge and piety, he is very 
lich indeed.” 
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My maternal grandmother decided to choose the 


Virtue 

and piety and accepted the proposal. As far as our maternal 

grandfather was concerned, he did not even bother to see his 
would be son-in-law. He was told that the young man, though 
was a learned one but stranger there. He confided his cause to 
Allah and accepted his wife's decision. Thus the marriage took 

place and Allah enriched them with His blessings and bounties 
so graciously that the others envied them. The situation 
conformed to the Koranic verse 


(r.r jr^\ 

(A who so ever keepeth his duty to Allaht Allah will 
appoint a way out for him. And will provide for him from (a 
quarter) whence he hath no expectation,) 

(At-Talaq - Divorce - 

The mother was very simple and clean-hearted 
woman. Not to mention of any enmity or malice towards any 
one on her part there was no question of even traditional 
cleverness, which is very common in women. She would 
forget the unjust behaviour and mistreatment of any person if 
he or she came to her remorseful and thence trusted that 
person most of all. She was, in fact, an embodiment of the 
decree, (The believer is to be guileless.) 

The hundreds of women of the town learned Al-Quran 
from her which she would do with great devotion. Her love for 
the QurSn Al-Karim and the prayers lasted till the end of her 
life. It was the time of Isha prayer when she complained of 
pain at the area of heart and asked to be helped in praying the 
prayer as, she said, it might be her last prayer. 

The other women of the house said, in an effort to 
console her that the time of Isha prayer would last for long and 
she should rest for a while but she herself turned her face in 
the direction of Qibla (The Ka'bah - Makkah) and folded her 
hands at the chest in prayer order. The attendants, having 
sensed her agony laid her on the bed and started pressing 
gently her head to ease her suffering. But it didn't do and she 
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jgjd in a low voice that her time was up and she should be 
pardoned if anyone ever had been suffered on her part. By that 
jlie pointed upwards with her finger and said, "My Lord, be 
Merciful to make better my Hereafter" She repeated the words 
and uttered three times in clear and audible voice (aJLIi V' di 
dji 4^^) (There is only one God and Muhammad is His 
Prophet a)S\ Khalil rushed to send for the doctor 

but she had commended her soul to Allah before he came. 

She was buried in the graveyard of Dinpur, according 
to her will. The funeral prayer was led by Moulana Jalil 
Ahmed. 

(Binat - January 1993, by her son) 


Sayyedah Umm-e-Ata, 


We of Sayyed Ataullah Shah Bukhari 



j) 


The well-known saying that 'Behind every successful 
man, there is an able woman' conforms to our mother's life. 
She should have been placed in the file of world reputed 
Muslim women owing to her great piety, reverence, 
knowledge and sincere efforts for the cause of Islam but the 
family she belonged to had no tradition to bring in to public 
the mention of their women. Therefore very little could be 
known about her life and the achievements, though she left 
lasting impacts of her bright precepts and noble practices. Her 
achievements in various fields are numerous and it is not easy 
to collect and condense them. So here we shall discuss only 
the most glowing aspect of her noble life, manifesting 
teaching, educating and reforming.They lived in Amritsar 


before the partition. Her husband, the Amir Shariyat was a 
great lover of freedom and he had launched a mighty 
movement against the alien rule so he had to spend most of his 
days behind the bars or he would be travelling across the 
country in connection with his religious or political 
campaigns. In his absence, she devoted herself to the 
reforming activities. She started to educate the Muslim 
children at her home. The people left their girls with her to be 
taught.Thc Darsgahy which had been founded with two or 
three children, attained great esteem and soon its attendance 
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rose to hundreds. Al Ihe Dars^ah, nol only Koranic education 
was imparted, but also the children were taught (he principles 
of high moral values and the virtuous practices. After Pakistan 
came into existence, the family domiciled at Multan. The life 
of the Amir Shariyat remained unaltered to a great extent 
though he had become less enthusiastic due to illness and 
weakness. My mother re-established her endeavours and began 
to teach the children once again. Soon the number of children 
started to increase and touched the figure of hundreds. 


Some of the Recountable Events of Her Life 

1 was too young to observe in detail the practices of 
her life, however 1 have picked a few of the narratives from the 
childhood memories. 

It was her established habit to rise very early for 
Tahajjuci, after which she told her beads until the morning 
prayer. After she had prayed the prayer, she would read the 
Quran Al-Karim, which continued till the Ishraq prayer. She 
was not the Hafiza (memorizer) of the Quran but she would 
catch instantly the mistakes of the children. It was just not 
possible that some of her pupils read the lesson wrongly and 
she would not correct it. Her pronunciation was enviable for 
L many Qura (the reciters). I read out many times to her the 
i lesson of Quran and she corrected my mistakes. Some of her 
* pupils ascended the high offices. I make mention here one of 
them. It is Mr. Bilal, who is holding a high rank in Wapda. 
Mr. Bilal once told us that he was indebted to theM/V/ for 
all his achievements. He (old that he was a regular student of 
Bihi Ji and when he attained the age of thirteen she asked him 
to continue at his home or school as, she said, he had 
completed and repeated the reading of the Quran. 

"When I passed my matriculation, I went to ^/A/V/to 
tell her the glad tidings.” Bilal continued to say "I knocked at 
the door and a child came up to receive. I sent my name in and 
greetings for the Bihi Ji and sought further/advice and also 
begged to pray for my welfare. She reciprocated and expressed 
good wishes for my safety, good health and prosperity. She 
also sent advice to show obedience and humility to the parents 


and to be a faithful Muslim.” Bilal convincingly owes all his 
gains to the Bibi Ji. When he had his graduation, he got a job 
inVi/apda and was posted as S.D.C. Rajahpur. ” After I had got 
the job, I once again went to pay Salam and tell her the new 

glad tidings.” Bilal conjured up the past memories, ”She 
reciprocated with her usual affectionateness and sent word of 

advice, saying, ”as the parents have right over the son, the 
teacher has also the right over the student. The right of parents 
is that they ought to be served and respected selflessly and 
never let them be displeased. While the right of the teacher is 
that what the student has been exhorted should be acted upon 
and 1 advise you to keep away from the unlawful money what 
soever the trials you may undergo. Do your job honestly and 
live on what you are paid, being grateful to Allah. To strive for 
better is not bad but it is not good to put oneself in distress for 

it." 

Mr. Bilal says that if he had not kept in mind her 
invaluable advice, he would have been a corrupt officer. 

Many women would tell that they had come from the 
indecent milieu but she transformed them altogether very 
wisely and taught them manners of eating, sitting, sleeping 
and wearing. They said that if they were not educated by her, 
their lives had not been different from those of common 
uncultivated women. 

1 remember another event of mother’s integrity and 
straightforwardness. It was probably October 1972, when 
some ladies of a distinguished family of Khangarh came to see 

her. I am an eyewitness to the event as I was learning my 
I lesson near there. The ladies paid Salam and extended their 
hands to shake. Two young girls of them had grown their nails 

and adorned with polish. Mother held their hands and spoke to 

I • 

I them tenderly and said that shaking hands was worthy of men 
Hot of women. She said, "Allah made us humans, superior to 
I all the creatures. We have been commanded to keep clean and 
1 neat, physically as well as morally. But the modernism has 
^ changed all die values. Just see your long nails. Do they not 
resemble to those of the animals. You belong to a respectable 
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family and you must lead others, while you, with your 
nails and the hair cut are not giving a good lesson." 


grown 


1 remember how they were ashamed of their position 
and promised not to continue it. 

The pride of being the wife of a world reputed Muslim 
leader too was there but the Amir Shariyat, himself was 
appreciative of her great services. Once he said, while talking 
to his elder son, Sayyed Abu Muawyah Abu Dhar Bukhari, 
'"Hafiz Ji\ Your mother is not an ordinary woman. It was not 

easy to get along with me. In the British rule we were 

condemned in the eyes of the rulers and target of their wrath,as 

» 

we were fighting to get rid of them. There was absolutely no 
question of provisions and a usual way of running the house. I 
often would be away from home. None was there to take care 
of her and the home after me. The days went without food, 
were not less but your mother stood by me in all weathers witfi 
all devotion. 1 have never been scared to think ofher, instead, 
her stability and contentment inspired me. 

My son? It is a great sacrifice ofher. I couldn't offer 
her earthly pleasures of life. Now those days couldn't be 
conjured up. I fear if it were some other woman, she would 
have decided otherwise so far as to get along with me was 
concerned. She is a great woman indeed. She let me go freeof 
the raising of the children." 

She was called Umm Ahrar (mother of Ahrars-after 
the freedom movement ofher husband). 

1 am confident that behind all the achievement of my 
illustrious father, it was she who supported him beyond her 
might. She did not let the days of hardships cast their shadow 
on her children. She reared us with great love and sense of 
responsibility and instilled in us the moral values and love of 

the Faith, which is now the glory of our character. 


mother of Moulana Abual Hasan Ali Nadvi 

4JJI 

My mother was well aware of the fact that the child's 
mind is \ahu\a rasa and what is imprinted on it lasts forever. 
These marks are indelible, may be they fade with the passage 
of time but they do exist. It is the skill and competence of the 
artist, the mother, who very beautifully paints the canvas of the 
child's mind. In this context, I have to dig out my childhood 
memories from the debris of time to open the chapter of the 
ways and manners, my mother opted to raise us. 

She put great emphasis and kept a watch that I might 
not oppress anyone or even hurt someone's feelings. Though a 
child is too weak to hurt anyone, he, however is well in 
position to mistreat those who may be his inferior class 
fellows, neighbours or servants. She would make me 
apologize from the aggrieved, if I ever committed a mistake to 
abuse or insult somebody. 

She never compromised on this and as a result of it I 
was well aware that if and when 1 behaved some one 
disrespectfully or showed my contempt of others, I would 
always be put at the loser's end and I will have to apologize 
from the oppressed. Her constancy impVinted on my mind 
indelibly what she wanted me to be and that is, why 1 regard a 
great sin to annoy or insult others. 1 always avoid to be 
disrespectful, particularly towards the lower people and if ever 
1 commit the mistake unintentionally, I immediately make 
repentance and try to make amends. The second point, which I 
remember of her education, is that she would break to me the 
names and achievements of the elders of our family who were 
distinguished not because of their wealth but their eminence 
was result of their knowledge and scholarly prestige. Her 
efforts enlighted my mind to develop a great esteem for the 
learned persons and I set myself a devoted follower of the 
great erudites of the past. The names, achievements and 
prestige of those noble elders persist in my mind, which my 
mother had instilled along all these years. 

She had memorized a number of concise sets of 












supplications, which she often made and emphasized to be 
learned by us, as well. We had leamt many such well-worded 
prayers and I remember one of them, which is: 


(My Lord! bestow graciously upon me the mos( 
excellent of Thine bounties as Thou has bestowed upon Thy 
righteous servants.) 

(Excerpts from: Khawtin Aur Din Ki Khidmat) 

Strict Enforcement of the Command for the Prayers 

^ She prayed her prayers with great punctuality and was 

equally strict with her children for prayers. She never showed 
the slightest laxity on this part. She did not let us sleep without 
having been prayed the Isha prayer. If ever I went to bed 
without praying the prayer, she would awaken me howsoever 
soundly I might have slept. The same was the case with/ayr 
prayer that she would arouse me as the Azan was heard. 

Her Letters to her Son for Guidance 

During my stay at Lucknow when I was having my 
preliminary education, she wrote me detailed letters whose 
selection is in my custody. The letters are manifestation of her 
motherly feelings, as well as they bear essence of her life long 
experiences. Some of them are given here owing to their 
reformative nature. 

Persuasion to Attain the Knowiedge of Din 

Dear Ali, 

I have received no letter from you. You know well, 
how impatiently I wait for your letter. Please send word about 
your health. Arrival of Abdul Ali did caused satisfaction to 
some extent, but your letter should have put us at ease. I spoke 
to Abdul Ali about your health. He told that you were not 
mindful of it as usual and spent all the time in studies, 
forgetful of all else. I asked if he did not advise you to be 
careful. He told that he did all but you did not take it seriously. 
It has worried us terribly. Your carelessness, inexperience, 
undue and untimely workload may cause a real trouble.l had 



jjQped that you could not be influened by the modern 
jijucalion but you chose the same and are working so hard. 


I wish it may be beneficial to you. It would be belter if 
| 0 iihad observed Istikhara (to seek guidance from Allah.) for 
it. You know, 1 have no liking for English education; I hate it 
(aiher. But we accept your choice for your pleasure.You must 
however, beware of the general trends. You may be impressed 
toseethe people, educated at modern institutions at high 
offices like judge, deputy collector lawyer barrister etc, but 1 
am not in its favour. 1 consider the modem studies useless. 

Dear Ali, do not run after these so-called high offices. 
Ifyouwantto win over Allah's pleasure and have regard for 
my liking or disliking, call to your mind all those dignitaries 
who spent their lives to gain and respect the knowledge of 
Dw. Were they not held in high esteem? Do you not see how 
Shah Waliullah and of your own elders Khawja Ahmad and 
Mouivi Muhammad Amin lived respectably and died enviably. 
None of them had received modem education. You may just 
compare the respect commanded by the scholars of Din and 
ihose of modem studies in your own family, every thing will 
be enlightened to you.Believe it, if I had one hundred children, 

I would have imparted them the education of Din, It is now up 
10 you, how you set up balance between my wish and your 
preferences. 

Another piece of advice is that purchase only those 
books, which you need, indeed and that even with the 
confidence of Abdul Ali. It will be the sign of obedience on 
your part. 

Do not borrow money from your mates. If you have 
your own, go ahead to spend and if you do not, then restrain 
yourself. To gain something, it requires to lose something. 
These hardships are part of the student life. Your elders 
endured great distresses in this way. Write down your needs to 
us. 1 shall do it positively. May Allah's help be with us. The 
borrowed money must be returned in time as the Companions 
ohhe Prophet aUi would do. Halwa (domestic 

pudding) is yet not ready to be dispatched. 1 shall send it 
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soon. 


Your reply must be prompt, the late may cause me, 

think my advice had displeased you. Keep ready to make yon! 

speech in the next Ramadan. May Allah grant you siiengif, 
more than I wish. I pray Allah. 

(My Lord! bestow graciously upon me Ihe nwsf 
excellent of Thine bounties, as Thou has bestowed upon Thy 
noble servants.) 

Your Mother 

Show of Her Concern on his Going to Sind 

Dear A li. 

I thank Allah, your letter has come at last, after it kepi 
us awaiting for long and a number of reminding letters from 
this side, it brought happiness and satisfaction but your going 
to Sind has worried us. It is not known where it lies, how do 
the things do there and how long will be your stay. IfAbdu 
and Talha too, are in favour, then go ahead but write in detail 
about the situation of Sind. I wish your success, as for the 
same I have departed you for so long and at such a distant 
place. I have put you in the protection of Almighty Lord and 
hopeful of His special favours. I pray for your gains here and 
the Hereafter. May Allah enable you do a lot for His cause and 
grant you constancy to work for your own welfare and the 
common people, for my comfort and His pleasure. 

Do not forget to write me frequently. 

With the best wishes, 
Your Mother 

On Receipt of Son's Letters 

We are delighted to have received two detailed letters 
from you. The information that son of Moulana Ahmad Ali 
will also reside with you has heartened us. 1 pray in the 
specific hours, which Allah has appointed to grant favours on 
his servants calls, that you may be granted knowledge, which 

the Companions of the Apostle of Allah JJi 



obtained and which may strengthen your Faith. You cannot 
imagine how strongly 1 long you to liave knowledge ol' /)/;?. 


I shall be grateful to Allah, if you write me regularly. 
Abual Khayr is delivering the Friday sermon nowadays. I wish 
you all may be helpful to foilify Islam and weaken the force ol 
the rejecters of the Faith. W'rilc down Salam for your father 
too in the letter as you make mention of your maternal uncle. 

With the kindest wishes. 

Your Mother 


To Advise to be Careful of Health 

Dear Ali, 


I trust fully in Allah. He is your Supporter and 
Protector, however your letters are a source of strength for me. 
Take care of your health and do not work more than strength. 
A balance between work and the physical and mental health is 
a must to continue the matters go smoothly. Dealing with the 
world is also part of life and doing it modestly is the worship 
itself. Being kind to others and standing with the truth brings 
Allah's pleasure and His Prophet . Behold! All 

the relatives are expecting a lot from you. I wish, may you 
command more respect than the western educated folk so that 
objections may not be raised and the people should follow 
your tradition of knowledge of Din. 

Abdu is very delighted to read your letter. He 
appreciated it generously, which pleased me greatly. May 
every person be your admirer. May Allah put you on the way 
of those whom He has favoured, make you constant and accept 
what you offer in His way. 

With best wishes. 

Your Mother 


Versified Supplications 

Dear Ali, 

We are all delighted to have received your card and to 
know, you have done better in papers, as 1 had concerns 
because of your ill-preparedness and always prayed Allah for 
your success. Now, just wait His grace to be bestowed upon 

















and come home when the result is out. Make part of the daily 
practices the following exercise until the result is announced. 

Recite Suva Al-Fateha forty one times in a single 
sitting between Simnah and hard prayers of Fajr preceded and 
followed by eleven times each the DurudSharif. In addition to 
the it, recite AFFate*ha once. A!am Nashrah. thrice, hma 

i 

Anzalna. eleven times, preceded and followed by the Durud 
Sharif as many times as you could. By this practice, if Allah 
wills. NOLI will be crowned with succe.ss. I have made an cffoii 
to versify the motherly feeling to implore Allah. 
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Almighty Lord! Thou art always kind to me. 
invoking the grace and favour from Thee. 


1 am granted whatever I ask for, 
also what I couldn't. Thou sendeth to me. 


Never have been 1 returned unblessed, 
satiated instead when I turned to Thee. 


Thou conferred the all I needed, 
indeed, the Gracious, the Merciful, to me. 

Thine bounties are infinite, unbound. 
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delighted he came who turned loThee. 



It is worthy of Thine I.ordOship. the Bountiful, the Bonn. 

return all rewarded, may sinner they be. 

The Pardoner, the Forgiver indeed Thou art, 

then, must Thy favours be raining upon me, 

Let noi futile all my efforts go, 

1 beg all blessings be conferred on Alee. 

Hear m\ calls. O Hearer.O Knower, 

I bow my head, may winner my progeny. 

lieslower Thou art. the Provider Thou art, 
Thy servants arc they, wish mercy from Thee, 

Place them high Here and There, 
rich and happy, they ever may be. 

1 hey arc my tillage, of a humble maid, 
may grow to rich, obedient to Thee. 

May rain of bounties fall forever, 
may live to serve, they die a martyr. 

This World is Mortal 

Dear Ali. 


I have received your letter after a long wait. It however 
made me delighted. I am confident you will not be impressed 
h\ any worldly .success or prestige of others, as (his world is 
mortal, l eviable should be those who are chosenoulof 
hundreds and arc rewarded from Allah. You should be proud 
ol what yoii are doing. Jfyou were a judge or some odiff 
government dignitary, I v^vouid have concerned a lot. All^l" 
saved you and me from many unwished practices. 1^ 
mate fill to Him for this. 

With good wishes, 

Your Mother 


Go Ahead for Preaching 

Dear Ali. 

We are glad to know that you are satisfiw 
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food arrangements. Abdu is not against your extended stay at 
Nadvah and this is better for you. You should do more 
excitedly in the preaching activities. 1 do feel some decrease in 
the fervour and ardour, which you and Abdu had exhibited 
initially. I do agree, the things change with passage of time but 
preaching ought not to be stopped altogether and continue less 
or more. May Allah choose you to do the job, which He 
assigns lo His favoured servants and let you not be arrogant 
and pretender. 

May Allah answer all my calls. 

Your mother, 1376H. 

Wife of Dr. Hafizullah Mahajir Madani 

1 (\ ^ aJJ' 

She was born in March 1917 and died in July 1992 at 
the age of 75. She was educated privately uplo middle level. 
She had memorized the full text of the Bahishti Zever 
(Heavenly ornaments, the famous voluminous book written by 
Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi.) 

The women came in large number to seek guidance 
from her in the light of Sharia. She was a devoted follower of 
the Moulana and by reading his books she had turned 
completely to the traditions of the Prophet (,JL-^ aX3v 

She observed all the injunctions of Islam with great 
animation and constancy and hated the evils and the bad 
customs. 

She would gather the women once in a week and read 
out to them the excerpts from the books of Moulana Thanvi 
including the Bahishti Zever, which tilted many of them 
towards the Quran and Sunnah. 

Dr. Karimullah Makki writes about his mother that she 
was a perfect Muslim mother. He says, ”She had an 
eruditeness in all matters of Sharia and was uncompromising 
on the issues of Islam. She educated us in the same style and 
tried, from the very beginning, to instill in us the love and the 
understanding of Din. She kept a keen watch on our habits and 
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corrected if she found any fault, to such extent that in 
childhood we had to demonstrate to pray the prayer before 
mother to be examined by her. 

She never overlooked any wrongdoing from our side 
and if felt the need, she would bring the matter into father's 
notice. It never happened that the father willed to punish us 
and the mother intervened to get us relieved. She cooperated 
fully with the father in rearing of the children and reported 
honestly to the father the activities of us, regardless of the 
passions of a traditional mother." 

She Balanced Matters of the Faith and every day 

Needs 

She was a noble and right-minded woman. She never 
proceeded further without my father's pleasure in it. My father 
tells that she had the habit not to spend even her own money 
without priorly bringing into his notice and would seek his 
approval. She never went to bazaar, we or our father would 
bring the things she needed. My sisters followed the same 
practice as well. Therefore, none of our woman has ever gone 
out for shopping. 

She was a diligent housewife, did all the works by 
herself. Sweeping, washing and cooking were part of her daily 
practices as were the prayers, recitation of the Holy Quran and 
the frequent supererogatory prayers. She prayed very 
punctually the Tahajjud, Ishraq and Chasht, Sunnahoi'Asr 
prayer and Awwabin. 

An Affectionate Mother 

Like all mothers she was very affectionate to her 
children. Though she was very strict in the affairs of Din but 

when we grew up and went on services, away from home, she 
insisted that we should come home frequently. When we 
came, she would make a desperate and generous hug and said 
that it infused coolness into her heart. She further said, "You 
will mean it when you are parents, yourself." 
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Her Strict Watch on her Childrens' Good Manners 

It was her habit not to overlook the slightest 
gnusualness from our side, which came into her keen 
observation and she took a prompt notice. Sometimes we 
returned home from journey and our clothes would smell 
smoke, which had been the result of smoking of the fellow 
passengers, but she inquired sternly to get assured, we had not 
started smoking. 

She had implanted in us the right-mindedness so 
profoundly that there should have not been a slightest doubt of 
misgiving but as she believed in perfection so she did not let 
go unnoticed very mere matters. As a result of my mother’s 
(raining, our three brothers took Bay’d to the men of great 
reverence like Moulana Masihullah Jalal Abadi, Dr. Abdul 
Haiyy Arifi and Nusrat Ali Siddiqi. 


a Perfectionist Housekeeper 

She was a decent woman and performed the washing 
of the body very carefully to fully ensure the cleanliness. She 
had suggested spots in the house to keep the things of anytime 
use to be found easily when needed and insisted to return the 
thing from where it was taken. 


She regarded highly the decency and symmetry and 
ensured the laying of bed sheets, uncreased and regular atTour 
corners. She was displeased with her daughters and 
daughters-in-law, if they did not lay the food on the table or in 
a tray in a prescribed order. Despite she was confined to bed in 
later years due to illness, she did not let the food be served for 
the guests without having been looked on by her. 


She was very loyal and obedient to my father. We 
never saw them quarrelling. She never went against my 
father's pleasure. She was a person of great piety and always 
mindful of the life of the Hereafter. She worshipped beyond 
her strength and even then she feared Allah greatly and sought 
His pardon. Sometimes she wept bitterly and said that she had 
nothing to barter her forgiveness. One day she was wailing for 
fear of the Hereafter. When her weeping intensified she 
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learned as if she was assured divinely, of forgiveness. But sk 
didn’t slop crying until she was given indication by an 
invisible voice that her forgiveness was promised and decided. 

After that whenever she fell into dejection, father 
reminded her of Allah's promise, which brought her 
consolation. She viewed the Prophet ^of Allah, 
and his wives Khadijah and 'Aishah l aJJ' many times 
in dream. She would say that she was mistaken to be virtuous 
by people though she was not so, that the people came to beg 
her praying for them. She spent the last ten years on bed due to 
illness but she continued almost all her noble practices and 
asked us to observe all the injunctions of Islam in their true 
spirit. 

Once, one of our brothers could not join the 
congregational prayer which greatly displeased her. She was 
not unmindful of the remembrance of Allah, despite of severe 
illness. She got unconscious two days prior to her death and at 
last she commended her soul to her Master in real. Father 
divided her inheritance on the third day after her death among 
all the heirs. 


After Her Death 

One of my sisters, one brother and my father viewed 
her in their dreams. She is narrated to have said that the 
matters were very serious in the Hereafter. Detailed and 
minute questioning was done but that she was forgiven with 
the special favour from Allah. She uas seen in good health, 
happy and in white dress, which are signs of a person of 
Paradise. 

I beg all the readers to pray for our mother that may 
Allah bestow His favour upon her and make her enter the 
highest grade ofParadise. 

(From: Dr. Karimullah Makki) 

Event of the Death of Mufti Rashid Ahmad's 

Mother j) 

Mufti Rashid relates that he was in Karachi when she 



(i’\ed.He said, ”^^/h\le going to Khalrpur after having received 

news of her death, the very thought engaged my mind that 

would have remembered me at the last hour, but I came to 


l^now as I reached home that she did not pay attention to 
1 anyone save her Lord." 

It was told that she vomited after she had prayed the 
Isha prayer, which left her totally exhausted and she was laid 

on bed. The family tried to send for the doctetr but she forbade 

and said that her end was near and the doctor was no more 

needed. She asked my father to forgive all of the shortcomings 

on her part. Then she turned her face to the sky and said with 

folded hands, "Pardon me, my Lord, all my sins." She 
commended her soul to her Creator while she was praising 

Him and reciting His names on her beads. 

Wife of Moulana Rashid Ahmad 

What Moulana Rashid Ahmad attributed to his wife is 
' the characteristic of the residents of Paradise. He writes, "She 
prefers to remain uninvolved in the earthly affairs to such an 
extent that when ever her opinion is sought on any matter, the 
I one and the only answer she always gives, regardless of its 
significance, is "I agree with you. do as you will." 

The affairs of the marriages of the children are 
commonly considered the subject of the women but her 
answer is the same in that case. too. 


She does all her works, herself. Once, in her illness, I 
hired a woman of our tenants to help her but when I saw that 
the woman was seated like a guest and she herself was 
working as usual, I sent her back. She, even in the existence of 
daughters and daughters-in-law, prefers to work herself. So 
reserved and taciturn is she that she has almost divorced 
herself from all near and far kins and doesn't like to visit even 

her brothers and sisters. She remains unconcerned of her dress 
and diet and if ever, under pressure wears fine clothes, she 

changes soon saying that they don't suit her. After the age of 
fifty when arrival of the guidance seeker women increased, I 
drew her attention to her very ordinary dress and said that it 
showed, she had nothing, which was ungratefulness to Allah 
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as He gave her in abundance. T hanks lo Allah, ii worked and 
she agreed lo wear belter dress. As far eating, she likes more 
to feed than lo eat. But, despite siinplicilv. she maintained 


cleanliness to such an extreme that the fashionable ladies 

couldn’t even reach near her standard. 


She observed patience even against transgression. 
Once, a neighbour, a Moiiivi Sahib's wife infuriated at the 
quarrel among the children and began to shout uncontrollably. 
We were hearing her violent shouts in home and I desired lo 
ask Moulvi Sahib to reason his wife but my wife begged nolle 
go out and opt to be patient. 

She was extremely mindful of the Hereafter and once, 
despite she had been sick with stomach disorder for a year or 
more, she did not take leave of the fasts but. as the severity of 
the disease required to take some food many times a day. she 
had to go iinfasting for a few days. She would pray, "My Lord! 
do give me enough time that I should keep my left over fasts." 

At that time the child.ren were quite young but she 
wanted life for keeping her fasts, not for children. Her total 
devotion to me and the home and avoiding visiting even the 
close relatives led to the misgivings that I had ^ot her 
bewitched. He \\ rites further about her. reservedness. "Once 
when we were at Darn! L’/nm Korangi. mother of Mufti 
Muhammad Shafe'e invited the wives of all the teachers. She 
showed hesitation. I favoured to go and said that Mufti Sahib 
was my teacher, therefore with that reference his mother was 
like our grandmother and her invitation ought to have been 
accepted. But again she was not ready and I had to surrender. 
Meanwhile Mufti Sahib, himself came to my house and asked 
why she bad not gone. I told the truth and he was relieved to 
kn ow the reason and said that he feared she might not be 
unhappy over some matter that she didn’t come. 

On another occasion Moulana Phulpuri stayed at Darul 
Ulum for a few days with his wife. She again didn't go to meet 
them. J, to have thought that lest he should mind that, went to 
clear that my wife was too shy to visit them. He said, that it 
indicated her right-mindedness." 


1 




Sister of Mufti Rashid Ahmad j ) 

"My elder daughter Salurah was still minor when my 
mother had betrothed her to the son of my elder sister. My 
sister and brother in law/ both were right-minded persons, 
i Sister had taken Bav'ei (oath) to Moulana Thanvi and her 

I • 

ksband was himself a religious scholar and it was considered. 

1 their son would be like his parents. After some time the 
i mother died and the hoy was enrolled in the school. He got 
I admission in the college after his graduation at school where 
he changed his colour and shaved off his beard. My sister 
I wrote me in utter disappointment that they had made all efforts 
1 lobrinuhim to reason hut all fell Hat on him. 1 replied that 1 
1 place above all the relation of Allah and His Prophet 
iJLj4jip)and disengaged the betrothal. It was virUiousness and 
large heariedness of the sister that slic acceded to il without 
any objection. 

f.Anw ar-r/r-Rashid) 

I My It/fother 4lH j) 

Today in the dearth of the right, very rare are the 
person.s whose life should be the true example of the harmony 
between their precepts and practices. Thanks to Allah my 
mother uas one of those \ cr\ rare persons. My parents were 
lliereal beneficiaries of the Koranic verse (and 

I (He) will help you with wealth and sons) as we were nine 
I brothers and three sisters. With the special blessings from 
I Allah and bv the well thought out upbringing plan of my 
I father, which had a full support of my mother, we eight 
brothers are ()an and //u/zr (The melodious reciter and the 
meinorizer) of Quran Al-Karim and are serving the D/n to our 
might. 

We never saw our mother busy in useless talks. When 
she got free from housework, she sat to read the Quran 
Al-Karim or she would make mention of Allah on her beads. 
She had a great longing to visit the Holy Houses of Makkah 
and Madinah and she always implored her Lord to straighten 
^he path for her. My father. Alhaj Abdul Qayyum Mahqjir 
mLkmi (compiler: Dini Dastarklunrn) had been living in the 
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city of the Prophet ror years, i he calls of the 

mother were answered at last and by Allah's blessings her 
permanent stay at Madinah was ensured. 


She lived for almost fifteen years in Madinah and 
when came to visit the relatives in Pakistan after one or (wo 
years, her soul was left there in Madinah. When she was 
coming last lime to Pakistan in Jamadiul Ukhra, 14I6H. she 

had the concerns lest she should die while in Pakistan as she 
greatly loved to breathe her last at the holy land. Therefore she 

insistently asked the father to tell her by the knowledge of 

Ar<7.v/7/'(disclosure of the hidden matters) that if her end was 

near, she might not go to Pakistan. After many days of 
persuasion she prepared to travel to this country and as long as 

she lived here, she was always apprehensive that she might not 
die here, away from the land, she had a life long wish to be 
buried in. She, despite long illness and extreme frailitv prayed 
Ncnvaf/I frequently and made U aiaif (redial of the Koranic 
words in accordance with the prescribed order). She. prior to 
the Ramadan had twice the heart stroke due to severe disorder 
of breathing. But she was agonized more than the torments of 
the illness by the fear. lest the end of her life should be in 
Pakistan. Therefore, as soon as she recovered a bit. father, to 
have judged her condition, sent her off to Madinah and 
follow'cd himself after a couple of days. 

She became well after she returned to Madinah. She 
would pray the praxers and Nawafil: she kept fasts in the 
month of Ramadan and went into Aitkaf (ten day seclusion), 
but a day before the EU-id-Firr she again caught her chronic 
disease, the breath disorder. She asked all the person present at 
that time to read and recite the Holy Quran more and more. 
She was admitted in the hospital and the best available 
treatment was given but the destined hour had come and she 
died on the auspicious day o\'Eid-ul-Fitr. 1st Shawwal 1416H 
at the age of 70. Her funeral prayer was prayed after the 
evening prayer in the Masjkl Nabvi and was led by Ali Abdur 
Rehman Al-Huzaytl, the Jmam of the Prophet's Mosque, 
participated by hundreds of thousands of pious Muslims. She 
was buried in the Jannatal-Bacjih, the historical graveyard of 
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Madinah, which dates back to the Prophet and 

burying place of thousands of the Companions of the Prophet 
(^j4Ji the Successors and the Followers. All her 
wishes were realized by the grace of Allah. She had taken the 
Eay’ef io Dr. Abdul Wahid, a known reformer of the Thanvi 
order. After her death, many people viewed her in dreams and 
was quoted as saying that she was very delighted to be greatly 
honoured and that she frequently visited the Prophet's (-dJi 

home. That glad tidings filled our hearts with 
unbound pleasure and we are grateful to Allah for this 
gracious favour. 


Dr. Hafizullah. the (successor) to Mufti 

Muhammad Hasan wTOte in his letter to us that she was very 
pious and blessed lady. She would talk about the death and the 
Hereafter three, four days prior to her death. 

Father told that at her last breath an anomalous event 
look place that a saintly figured person appeared from 
nowhere with crowns on his shoulders. He inquired from her 
about her health and then left praying peace for her. Father 
spoke to her dead body before the burial and said (as if she 
was hearing) to her that she might keep us informed of her 
affairs in the Hereafter. By the grace of Allah, all of us saw her 
in dreams from time to time, praying prayers and reciting the 
Quran Al-Karim. She told in dreams that she, by the special 
favour from Allah, had been placed at higher grades. The 
people who came later for condolence would say that they 
were in a fix whether they should condole the demise or 
congratulate on her high grades. 

(Muhammad Ishaque Multani - Compiler of the Book) 

Some wonderful events and attributes of the 


pious people 

Moulana Mufti Mahmud Dawud Yusuf, head of 
Jamea Darul Ulama, chief Mufti of Burma, narrated in Akyab 
'I' 1973, addressing a public meeting, that reportedly, when 
l^abeaBasryah, after her death, was questioned in the grave by 
ll^e Munker Nakir (the two angels appointed for cross 















questioning to the newly died in the grave.) that who was her 

Lord, she answered, "Do you think 1 have forgotten my Lord? 
Behold, 1 didn't forget Him in the vast, glorious and engaging 

world, why should 1 forget Him in this dark, narrow grave. My 
answer is, "He is same as ever." O, angels, go to Allah and ask 
Him if 1 remember him or not. It will carry the answer to all 
your three questions." A voice was said to be heard that she 
should be spared. Glory' be to Allah, that paramount place of 
Rabe'a Basryah was attained after years of arduous exercises. 


HaTiz ibn 'Asakir, the noted A/i//7c/Ji//7/7 details that the 

number of his teachers rose up to hundreds, including more 

than eighty the female teachers. Hufayd ibn Zahra's sister and 

her daughter were noted physicians of their age. The slave 

woman of Yazid ibn Harun who, though had become old, 

♦ 

would learn herself the books of and helped her 

master to consult the books for reference. The slave girl of ibn 
Samak KuH, used to correct her master's speeches. 

Ma'adha 'Adwyah was the brilliant pupil of'Aishah 
(V^4JLJ\ She was a w'oman of mortification and great 

purity. 

Dhun-Nun Misri. the highly placed scholar and 
reformer learned from Falimah Nishapuri. 

Rabe'a Shamya had touched the climax of the 
knowledge of God and a divinely insight had been developed 
in her that she was able to see the Jinns as well as the Hoors 
(heavenly women) in Paradise. 

AmatuI Jalil w'as a venerated mystic and friend of 
Allah who would be approached by the noted scholars and 
mystics of the time to seek guidance. 

'Afirah Abidah was the great mystic of her time and 
the people of reverence would come to implore her to pray fo*" 
them. 


Sha'wanah was a chosen mystic and the people of higj’ 
knowledge like Fadil ibn Ayad w'ould comeat her door to 
her to pray for them. 

fid 

Aminah Ramlya had been a mystic of ereat note an 
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leading scholars and reformers as Bashar ibn Harith and Imam 
Mimad ibn Hanbal would humbly come to beg to invoke 
Mlah'sfavour for them. 


The profundity of knowledge and erudition of Sayyeda 
Mufaysah would attract Imam Shafe'i who frequently visited 
her home to make her suppliant for him. 


Satlal Muluk was a devout mystic and the people 
would come from near and far to attend her discourses. The 
scholars and reformers would come to pay respects to her 
eriiditeness. 

The aforesaid are a lew out ol thousands of great 
women who excelled the men in their, ages in my sticism and 
I other branches of learning. 

Nihani. a woman of great beamy was an outstanding 
poetess and writer. She was an intimate friend and trusted 
attendant to shah Sulayman’s mother. She had placed the 
condition that she would many the man who would compose 
the verses in answer to her quatrain, which was: 

y *Ll ta ^ jL* jl 
> 1 lg> ^aLo ^ *1**a ^ ^ 

(I w all! w eulih from an empty handed man as well as 
ik'M'inff in ihe cohw eh. 1 want sucrose from the mouth of the 
snake and make possible the birth of the cub of lion from the 
she-niosquito.) 

None ot the poets and scholars could produce the 
retort but a Wazir S'adullah Khan did the job. He wrote: 
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hut, he may produce wealth whereas fhe human body 
symbolises the cobweb, where the heart is denoted by iha 


\i>ings, w’It 

Empyrean. 


of which fl 


The struggle to attain the knowledt^e equals the 
procurement of the venum of snake and its latent meaning in 
the nectar of knowledge sweetens the soul. The nwsquiiu 
symbolises the weakest human being who. hy ta.stin}^ of this 
nectar grows into a powerful one like the mighty lion.) 

N ihani's high thinking was not the outcome of some 
sort of openness; instead all its profundiu and delicacy owed 
lo her being behind the high walls of royal palace, the inners 
of which were never exposed. The book Riyadul Firdoiis 
contains a mention of the scholar women whose erudition had 
won them high place in the literary circles and the seekers of 
knowledge, amongst whom the men were in majority who 
themselves were the noted scholars would come from near and 
far to get their purpose served. All those w'omen wonIhe 
respectable place living within the confines of home. 


Fortitude of a Sincere Woman 


A friend of Allah, known as Qurayshi Majim 
(Qurayshi. the leprous) was suffering from leprosy and 
because of his disease he had resolved not to marry. Aficr 
pa ssage of a considerable time, he however. \hiding to the 
bodily appetites, repudiated his resolve to remain cclibaicand 
asked the assembly of his votaries lo choose a woman for him 
but with a binding that she might be intimated of his disease in 
advance. One of his devotees rose and went home lo propose 
his own daughter on behalf of the leprous saint. TheeifI 
consented and the delighted devotee returned to »ive the^ilad 
tidings to his spiritual guide. He wanted assurance that she 
was positively made known ol his malady. The devotee 
satisfied him that his daughter was well aware of his malaise. 


It was then, the desire arose in his heart that he mighi 
become a well and sound Noung man so that he could 
young and beautiful woman with pride, lie begged his Lord w 
restore his soundness. Allah answered his prayers and 


turned into a handsome, princely figure. After the marriage 
took place, as he entered the bride's parlour, she drew veil on 
her face and asked him sternly who he was to enter her private 
room unpennilled. He told that he was her husband, Qurayshi 
‘ and narrated lo her the entire episode. 



The girl, shocked lo see his transfiguration, remarked 
that he. by that act, had undone her good intentions and hopes 
of rewards in the Hereafter. She told that her resolve to marry 
him was just to serve a socially rejected person for Allah's 
pleasure. U was not for the sake of worldly or bodily comforts. 
She cleared lo him that she could remain in his wedlock only 
if he should regain his leprous past. He once again prayed to 
Allah to return him leprous and then the girl could be satisfied. 


Contentment of a King's Daughter 

The abdication of throne by Ibrahim ibn Adham is a 
well-known event of the history. Like him there was a king 
Shah Shuj'a Kirmani who had abdicated his sovereignty to 
become a dervish. He commanded great respect from the 
fellow rulers, scholars, and people of piety. He had a young 
daughter and he wanted to marry her to some pious man. One 
of the symbols of piety is considered to pray the prayers with 
extreme humility and concentration with the firm belief that 
we are standintz in the sight of Allah. 


Shah Shuj'a was in search of a virtuous man, when, 
one day he happened to meet a young man in the mosque who 
was observing the prayer fc:|*r^sorbingly. He caught his attention. 
The man was noble but abject poor. Shah Shuj'a asked him if* 
he was married. He told that none was ready to give him her 
daughter in marriage, as he had nothing to offer. 


"Have you sent your proposal to any one?" Shah asked 
with interest. 


"As 1 am sure to be rejected why then I should risk to 
be humiliated." He said with disappointment. 

"Do you like to take Shan Shuj'a's daughter in 
marriage?" He asked. 

"I fear you are joking w ith me. How 1 may be equated 
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es" 


Shah 


with Shah Shiij'a. The stars are not visible as the sunshin 

He, opened to him thereupon that he himself was 
Shuj'a and he wanted to give his daughter to him in marriage 

But your approval doesn't necessarily mean thatyo 
daughter agrees to the proposal." The man remarked. 




ur 
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(t^ortgage against a loan given to a landowner and took benefit 
ffom that land. She never spent a penny of her husband’s 

income. 

(Islah-e-Khawtin) 

Devotion of a Resolute Woman 

Moulana Shah Abrarul Haq narrated in one of bis 
discourses that one of his friends sister was married to a 
person who had settled in America. She was very religiously 
motivated woman and her in-laws were unpractising Muslims. 
Her father-in-law would pray the Juma prayer willingly or 
unwillingly but her husband didn't care of that as well. She 

wrote to Moulana to seek guidance. 

Moulana said, continuing his narration. "I advised her 
lo serve them with all heart and just keep good books on their 
tables without ever asking them to read. Her letter came a few 


I have taken her prior consent” He said. 

Shah Shuj'a made all arrangements and married his 
daughter lo the stranger who took her to his cottage. As she 
entered the hut, she said to her father complainingly where she 
had been given to? 

Just see, \ had already told you that your daughter 
couldn't get along with me.” the man said at that. 

What do you think I have complained for?" he girl 
asked, turning to her husband and added "my father had lold 

rne that he would marry me with a pious person and a pious 1 days later that she did as 1 had advised, tt happened so. that her 
person should be unmindful of tomorrow’s food. But what I 1 falber-in-law got unwell and he had lo keep at home for a 

a bread, saved for tomorrow', which is against the nonuof \ couple of days. He started reading those hooks just to kill his 

1 time. The books impressed him greatly and he began to pray 
1 all five prayers regularly. Her husband, too. with the passage 



piety. 
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"Actually I am fasting today and 1 had kept this bTcad 
for Iftar." The husband tried to explain. 

"The very same thing is contrary to the contentment 
and piety. Do you not believe. He will provide for the//w'' 
Whose pleasure you are keeping fast.” 

(From Ahr ^r nul Kitab Fi HaqiQ ^ 

The Religiously Motivated Women of 


1 


A w'oman's husband was Tehsildar in 


department and was known for accepting bribes. She 
touched her husband's income. She neither spent his 


the exc'5^ 

ncv<f 
lot 


her personal needs like jewellery, clothes etc. not 


of time turned towards religion and grew the beard. They both 
went on Hajj as well in after years. 

The change in their practice influenced all their 
atmosphere. Their six years old child, who was admitted lo a 
school where lunch was served, refused to have the meal. The 
school authorities worriedly phoned his parents to tell about 
their son’s refusal. They satisfied the authorities that the child’s 
refusal was nothing to he worried about as he was positively 
advised not to eat anything, which was not guaranteed to be 
prepared in accordance with the injunctions of Islam. Just see 
the successive efforts of a woman did, what once seemed 


Med 

domestic necessities. All she needed was secretly 
her parents and it was never disclosed to anyone for 


impossible. 


(From Mansab-e-Kiomin) 


of her husband’s honour. 


ded 


Another woman of Kandhla very wisely ii» 
spending her husband's money as he had taken ^ 


^Nailing of a Pious Slave Girl 

'Ata (4^ 4li\ < 4 ^;) narrates that once he saw a slave girl 
being sold in the bazar whom he bought for only seven 
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Dinar and took her home. When quarter oV rhe mglu 

he saw, she rose, made ab\ut\on and prayed ihc praverC 

course of prayer she was weeping intensely and Ire feared I! 
she should breathe her last. 






I 


(From: /•uJuil-ii.s j jm. 

Tears of a Devout Woman 

Ahmad ibn Abi Al-Hawari reports that once 
sitting inside a cupola in a graveyard in Syria. U had no door 
and instead a cloth felt in front of entrance. A knock was made 
at the wall. I asked who it was. A wonaan answered and told 
that she had lost the way. 

"Where do you intend to go?" I asked. 

"O’ Ahmad! Way to the Salvation" she said, weeping. 

"Alas! You do not know, goal of the salvation is 
beyond a number of ravines, which can only be overcome by 
opting the simple life, walking on the right path and divorcing 
the vanities of the world." I answered. 

She burst to tears at that and said, "O' Ahmad. Glory 
be to Allah Who protected your heart from being injured and 
the parts of the body from being mutilated." Saying this, she 
fell unconscious and later was found dead. 

(Salilm Ke Amu) 

Crying of Barirah 

Ibn 'Ala S'adi narrates that Barirah was his cousin. She 
was a devoted worshipper and loved to recite the Quran 
AI-Karim. When she read the verses carrying v/arning of the 
chastisement in the Fire, she would weep intensely. Thus she 
lost her eyes. Some people decided to forbid her from 
lamenting. They went and asked how did she do. She 
answered that she was like a guest, lying on the inhospitable 
land, awaiting to be summoned from heavens. "Whythenyou 
weep, when you already have lost the eyes." they asked. 

"If I am rewarded by Allah for what I have lost, then I 
lost nothing and if I could not win Allah's pleasure, then I 
should weep more." She said and turned other side. 


vcluvned Vo leave hev av her will. 

*^bdidah ) Laments 

Khaws tUi. repovVs vhal be and Vbe olber 

neopL went Vo Rehla ’Ab'tdah who bad \osV Vbe brlgbvncss of 
complexion because of Vbe successive fasVlng. Sbe would 

the prayers In vbe sluing posVure because of weakness. 

' Mijc mentioned before her Allah's clemency and asked her not 
1 totnake frequented fasting, and lighten the load of InVense 
1 worship. But she satlsfted them to say that she knew bcUer 
what she was. She said. "Would that Allah had not created me 
and 1 were no more In this world." Then she paused a little 

I 

before she turned to pray the prayers. 
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